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ABSTRACT

This study deals with the effects of remittance on the social
structure of a village in Bangladesh. ‘'the study has been designed in nine
chapters, along with a chapter making detailed descriptions on different
theoretical propositions regarding migration. It hae also investigated
the causes, process and the time of migration, and has revealed that the
kinship-tie helped to overcome the intervening obstacles between the place

of origin and that of destination to complete the process of migration.

The remittance in fact pulled the migrant families from the arena of
extreme poverty to affluence within a shortest possible time but failed
to generate significant produ ctive activities for the overall improvement
of the village economy. The inflow of remittance has directly influenced
the existing organization of production and brought about changes in one's
position in it. It has also brought changes in the life style of the migrant
families. Vertical mobility is also taking place in the wvillage and the
persons with remittance have already established their effective control

over the power structure of the village.

The condition of the worrien having migrant husbands but staying in the
village is really precarious. Many of them have married knowing that they
may have to remain away from their. husbands for the major part of their
conjugal life. They are to perform the functions of rearing the children
and looking after the household affairs, thereby cha.nging their role in the

household from working women to supervisors.
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CHAPTER - I

INTRODUCTION

International migration is an old phenomenon, People had always
changed their places of residence for various reasons. In contemporary
world too, people migrate from one country to another for reasons like
economic hardships in the country of origin, political and religious
pergsecution etc, Some migrants in modern times, as opposed to settlers
of earlier days, maintain links with their kith and kin at home and in
most cases remit home a part of their income, Emigration from Bangladesh
is a relatively recent phenomenon. Although a regular flow of small number
of Bangladeshis have been emigrating to England from the colonial times,
the volume has certainly accelerated since the partition of India in 1947.
0f late the sheer number of emigrants has grown in great proportion. Their
destination no longer remains England alone but they have found way to oil
rich Middle and Near Eastern countries as well., Most of them remit home
a part of their income too. For the purpose of the present study I have
choosen a local community, that is, a village in Sylhet district (Bangladesh)
which is known to have a long ranging tradition of emigration, to assess |

the impact of foreign remittance on the village life.

The Research Problem

The Bangladeshi community of workers and emigrants are somewhat
different from settlers of the colonial era, on account of a number of
reagong., Foremost among these is a steady flow of remittance from their

place of work. In the last decade migration from Bangladesh either on a



purely temporary or semi permanent basis had recorded a sharp rise, and

g0 had the remittance income for Bangladesh.

It is evident from the statistics that in 1976, §9§1 persons emigrated
and sent back an amount of 600.1 million takas as remittance in 1975=76
financial year, while in 1982, 58,320 persons emigrated and the amount of

remittances had increased to 8396.7 million takas in 1981-82 financial year.l

International migration has a far reaching conaeQuences on the social
structure of Bangladesh., Remittance income has created a steady cash flow
at the hands of the emigrants' families. Due to the currency regulatiéns ;f
the country the recipients of remittance receive the local currency equi-
valents of the foreign currency, while the foreign exchange is kept at
commercial banks. The consequences of the cash flow in a local community
are manifold. The most obvious noticeable changes are in consumption
pattern expenditure on unproductive assets like ornaments and speculative
expenditure on land, houses etc., and perhaps restructuring of the existing .
class structure. It is necessary to mention that the people who migrated
to U.K. were mostly from rural areas. It has been found in a recent study
that, out of the total number of migrants from the districts of Sylhet,

89.3 per cent were from rural areas and only 10.7 per cent were urban

migrants.2 Therefore, since most of the migrants are from village areas,

1
Monthly Statistical Bulletin of Bangladesh, Vol. XII, June 1983,
See table 2.6, p. 13 and table 11.3, p. 141.

2Hossain, A.R.M. Anwar, "Development of Manpower Export and Profile of
Migrants from Bangladesh" in Labour Migration from Bangladesh to the Middle
East. World Bank Staff Working Paper, No. 454, 1981, p. 58




it is quite expected that the money they send to their kith and kin also

goes to village. Thus, for any study directed to assess the impact of foreign
remittances on grass-root level, probably a village would be a most
appropriate unit. I, therefore, would like to examine the overall

impact of foreign money as cash flow on the 'village social structure'.

It is important to mention that in this research, no hypothesis was formu-
lated to test its validity; I have kept my mind open to assess any noticeable
change that took place due to the inflow of foreign money in the village
community. To accomplish this, I have made an extensive review of the
available village studies on Bangladesh to get a general idea about the

rural social structure of Bangladesh, so that the changes taking place due

to the inflow of foreign money can be identified easily.

However, the above issues will be explored in the study area. The
present study hopes to demonstrate the complex interply of variables that
shape the social and economic structure of the micro level village community.
It will examine from a socio- economic perspective of the social

change and social mobility stemming from the migration of its inhabitants.

It is argued that, in the case of migration whether it is internal or
international, the population both at the area of origin and that at the area
of destination should be studied. Because when migration streams develop
between two areas, both must be studied if effects are to be properly deter-

mined.3 M.S.A. Rao also holds the same opinion when he says, "the best

3

Bouvier, Leon F. et al., Migration, Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow,
Population Reference Bureau, Inc., Vol. %2, No. 4, 1977, p. 4. S




methodology to study migration is to make double ended studies, i.e.,

studies of migrants both at the place of destination and of origin.4

However, here we are not exclusively concerned with the demographic
aspect of migration, our main emphasis is directed to gtudy the impact of

foreign remittances on the rural social structure.

True, it would have been better for the proper understanding of the
different dimensions of the problem, if we had got some information about
the migrants place of destination. Since time and resource constraints will
not permit us to make double ended studies, we, therefore, shall have to

remain content with studying the place of origin alone.

Justification of the Study

Foreign remittances have gradually become an important factor in our
socio-economic life. It has already occupied an important place in financing

our import.

Table - 1

Total Value of Remittances Received

Year ' Iemittances
! (In million Taka)
1975~16 660.1
1976-11 992.7
1977-78 1541.6
1978-79 15,3
SiE 5785.3
1980-81 6197.4
1981-82 8396.7

Source: Monthly Statistical Bulletin of Bangladesh, Vol. XII, June 1983.
See table 11.3 on page 141.

4"Rao, M.S.A. "Some Aspects of Sociology of Migration" in Sociological
Bulletin, Vol. 30, No. I, 1981, p. 33.




Table — 1 has showa that foreign exchange earnings through Bank
transfer under the wage earners scheme amounted to taka 8396.7 million
by the end of 1981-82 financial year. The Finance Minister of Bangladesh
in his 1982-8% budget speech said, "our compatriots abroad have assisted us
a great deal in financing our import. We hope foreign exchange remittances

by them next year would exceed the level of taka 1000 crore".5

Moreover, the present rate of earning will increase significantly due
to government's emphasis on man-power export. It is also one of the objec-
tives of the Second Five Year Plan to make a headway in the overseas Jjob

market and to substantially raise the annual man-power export.

It is evident from Table - 2 that the export of manpower has been
significantly increasing since 1975. Thus, this issue deserves the étten-
tion of sociologists for investigating the changing pattern of rural éocial
structure due to the inflow of foreign money and also for proper understanding

of the socio-economic condition of the family of migrants.

Now it is necessary to explain some of the relevant concepts which we

shall use frequently in our study.

Migrants: "If we define migration as the permanent movement of persons
or groups over a significant distance, some of the key terms of this definition
("permanent", "significant") are ambiguous and in practice have to be
delimited by an arbitrary criterion. A farmer who goes to the nearest town

on a Saturday to buy a suit, we feel, ig not a migrant. A person who leaves

5The Bangladesh Times, July 1, 1982,

6SeCOnd Five Year Plan (1980~85), Bangladesh. Chapter XVIII:7.




Table - 2

Yearly Increase in Number of Bangladeshi Migrants

(1975-1982)
: Total number of : Per cent
Yar : Migrants | Increase
1975 765 Not mentioned
1976 6,087 695.68
1977 15,728 158.34
1978 22,809 45.05
1979 24,485 7.36
1980 30,573 6,35
1981 55, 787 82.47
1982 58,320 4.54
Total :

Source: Bureau of Statistics for 1975 data. Bureau of Manpower,
Employment and Training for 1976-1982 data.

his home and goes to another country and settles there for the rest of his
life, on the other hand, is a migrant. But between these two extrems lies
a bewildering arry of intermediate instances; and such criteria as distance,
duration of stay, and importance of purpose do not clarify the concept

entirely".7

7Peterson, William, Population. London: The Macmillan Company
Collier-Macmillan Limited, 1969, p. 41.



Everett Lee has defined migration as "a permanent or semi.-permanent
change of residence. No restriction is placed upon the distance of the move
or upon the voluntary or involuntary nature of the act, and no distinction
is made between external and internal migration“.8 M.S.A. Rao has defined
migration as wa shift in the place of residence for some length of time.
While it excludes short visits and tours, it includes different tnes of

Ju9

both voluntary and involuntary movement Ralph Thomlinson sees a migrant
as a person who nchanges his place of normal habitation for a substantial

. . , P . 1
period of time, crossing a political boundary in the process".

Thus, according to Max Lacroix, "no objective natural criterion exists
on the basis of which migrants distinguish themselves from travellers, ¢
(and) one should not expect to arrive at a unique criterion or definition of
mlgratiorf.ll For the purpose of our study we shall use the term 'migrants'
for those who are going to work outside Bangladesh leaving behind their
families at home, and return to them after some months or years of earnings
and saving (or remitting). Wayne A. Cornelius termed this tne of migrants

as ieemporary migrantse

8Lee, Everett S. Demography, 3, 1966, 47-57. Reprinted in Population
Geography: A Reader - Demko, George J., Harold M. Rose, and George A. Schnell -
McGraw-Hill Book Company, New York, 1970: 288-306.

iy M.S.A. "Some Aspects of Sociology of Migration". Sociological

Bulletin, The Journal of the Indian Sociological Society, Vol. 30, No. I,
1LORHLS ol 1 2k

10Thomlinson, Ralph. Population Dynamics, Random House, New York, 1965.
1\acroix, Max. "Problems of Collection and Comparison of Migration
Statistics", in Milbank Memorial }und, 1949, pp. 71-105.
12cornelius,

Wayne A. "Migration to the United States: The View from
Nexican Rural Communities" in Development Digest, Vol. XVII, No. 4, 1979.




Social Structure: "Social structure is one of the central concepts of

sociology, but it has not been employed consistently or unambiguously.

Though Herbert Spencer (1885), Durkheim (1938), Radcliffe Brown (1952),

Pirth (1963), Ginsberg (1965), Nadel (1957) and Gerth & Mills (1954), have
tried to give it a more precise meaning, but their conceptions of social
gtructure diverse widely".15 Ginsberg has defined the concept as "social
gtructure is concerned with the prinecipal forms of social organization i.e.,
types of groups, associations and institutions and the complex of these which

14

congstitute societies".

After discussing the different conceptions of social structure Bottomore
came to a conclusion and also identified the elements of social structure.
He says, "the most useful seems to me that which regards social structure as
the complex of the major institutions and groups in society. There is no
great difficulty in identifying these institutions and groups. It can be
shown that the existence of human society requires certain arrangements or
processes; ... The minimum requirements seem to be: (i) a system of
communication; (ii) an economic system, dealing with the production and
allocation of goods: (iii) arrangements (including the family and education)
for the socialization of new generations; (iv) a system of authority and of
digtribution of power; and perhaps (v) a system of ritual, serving to maintain

or increase social cohesion, and to give social recognition to significant

15Bottomore, T.B. Sociology: A Guide to Problems and Literature,
Bombay, Blackie and Sons (India) Limited, 1979, 113.

14Ginsberg, M. Essays in Sociology and Social Philosophy, Veol. I.
On the diversity of morals, London, William Heinemann Ltd., 1965: I.




personal events such as birth, puberty, courtship, marriage and death., The
major institutions and groups are those concerned with such basic require-
ments. From them, others may emerge, such as social stratification, which
then influence them in turn. There is little disagreement among sociologists

5
about which are major institutions ...

However, the focus of attention of the present study will be particularly
confined to the economic, political and socio-cultural elements of the social

gtructure.

Social Change: Since the birth of mankind human society has been subject

to ceaseless change. Philosophers, sociologists and social anthropologists
tried to develop theories on social change to explain the phenomenon, but
because of the incessant and manifold character of the concept their theories
became unilateral and the conclusions they made were widely diversified.
MacIver says, "the term 'change' itself is wholly neutral, implying nothing
but a difference through time in the object to which it is applied. When we
speak of 'social change', we suggest so far no law, no theory, no direction,
~even no continuity. 7The idea of continuity is introduced when we refer to

a social change as a process. A process means continuous change taking place
in the definite manner through the operation of forces present from the first
within the situation ... In studying a process we observe a series of
transitions between one state of being and another. There is no necessary
implication as to the relative quality of the two states of being, or as to

the direction followed. A process may be up or down, forward or backward,

1550t tomore, op. cit., pp. 115-116.
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toward integration or disintegration. All that is meant by processg is the
definite step-by-step manner through which one state or stage merges into

another",

Nordskog defined the concept as, "social change means simply the process
of becoming different in any sense".l? Change according to him, is not an

evaluative concept, it denotes merely the process of becoming different.

Nordskog distinguished between social and cultural aspects of social
change, when he said, "social and cultural aspects of change are in some
respects distinguishable, though they are at the same time related to each
other. The difference lies in the fact that 'social'refers to 'society',
which is not synonymous with 'culture'. Culture includes both material and
non-material elements, all of which are products of human society. But
gsociety is usually described in psychological terms not applicable to material
things, e.g., sociability, gregariousness, association, the capacity to
respond to social stimuli, the ability to communicate socially, etc."18 If
the objective 'social' be restricted to these characteristics of society,
it follows that social change refers to changes in mechanisms of human

19

association.

Here we cannot confine the definition of 'social change' only to the

change of social elements of culture i.e., customs, mores, institutions, laws,

16MacIver, R.M. et al., Society: An Introductory Analysis, Holt,

Rinehart and Winston, New York, 1949, pp. 521-522.

lYNordskog, J.E., Social Change, McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc.,
New York, 1960, p. 1.

1

8Ibid., Pp. 1-2.

lgogburn, W.I'. Social Change with Respect to Culture and Original Nature.
B.W. Huebsch, Inc., New York, 1922, p. 59. Requoted in Nordskog, op.cit.,pp.l-2.
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language, ideologies, etc.; we are also concerned with material aspects of
culture. Ogburn, through distinguishing between 'material' and 'non-
material' culture says, when changes occur in the 'material' culture, these
in turn stimulate changes in the 'non-material' culture.zo Thus, by social
change we mean some kind of ;hange (both in material and non-material
aspects of culture) in the structure and functions of a particular social

system.

Social Mobility: The concept mobility is multi-dimensional and multi-

faceted. As such it is not very easy to define. The problems that we are
going to examine actually stem out of geographical mobility i.e., the
movement of individual from one country to another. Such movement is not
only sociologically significant and important but has-many implications
for social mobility. S.M, Miller defined the concept as "a significant
movement in an individual's or stratum's economic, social and political

poaitions".21

In addition to this working definition of Miller, for our present
purpose, we shall also use the definition of social mobility and its two
principal types i.e., horizontal mobility and vertical mobility, given by

P.A. Sorckin in hig book Social and Cultural Mobility. Sorokin defined

gsocial mobility as, "by social mobility is understood any transition of an

“Voaruia, ¥.P; 9 his book S6eial Change, Barte IV and Vs . Redaohes

by Maclver, et al., op. cit., 1949, p. 574.

21Miller, S.M. "The Concept and Measurement of Mobility", in Social

Mobility, Coxon, A.P.M. et al. (ed.), Penguin Books Ltd., England, 1975,
Die L

Rajshahi University Library
Documeatition Section e

Document No, . Bem@&sts D
Date.... 2.5 8 0.
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individual or social object or value - anything that has been created or
modified by human activity - from one social position to another". Horizontal
social mobility according to Sorokin, "by horizontal social mobility or
shifting, is meant the transition of an individual or social object from

one social group to another situated on the same level". And the definition
of vertical social mobility according to Sorokin, "by vertical social
mobility is meant the relations involved in a transition of an individual

(or social object) from one social stratum to another".22

Objectives of the Study

To assess the impact of foreign money, we have considered the

" following aspects of the village social structure:

1, To examine the magnitude and nature of migration from the
village. And also to find out: causes of migration, how the
process of migration began, time of migration and the ultimate

aim of the migrants.

2. To examine the impact of foreign remittances on:

(a) Economic aspect i.e., land tenure system, land pressure,
land availability in the market, income and occupational
pattern, investment in the productive and business sector,
voluntary activities (construction of school, college,
madrasa, mosque, etc.) which is also connected with

development strategy.

22
Sorokin, Pitirim A. Social and Cultural Mobility, The Free Press
of Glencoe, Collier, Macmillan Limited, London, 1959, p. 133.
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(b) Political aspect, i.e., power structure, power relations,

political awareness and leadership pattern.

(¢) Social aspect i.e., class and social

mobility.
(d) Role and position of women in the families of migrants.

(e) Cultural aspect i.e., life style before and after

migration,

/

Review of Literature

Sociological study of migration whether internal or international
requires the examination of factors associated with the area of origin and
of destination. Though a large number of pecple from Bangladesh migrated
to United Kingdom during the decade of 1950s and 1960s and consequently to
0il rich countries in 1970s, only in the recent past a comprehensive volume,
"Labour Migration from Bangladesh to the Middle East" was jointly published
by the Bureau of Manpower, Employment and Training (BMET) and World Bank

Hesident Mission in Bangladesh in 1981.25

This volume consists of eight articles prepared by the Bangladeshi

scholars. The articles were to examine:

(1) "Development of Manpower Export and Profile of Migrants from
Bangladesh" written by A.R.M. Anwar Hossain. It traces the
historical development of the Manpower Export Policy of the
Government over the years and presents a profile of the

characteristics of the migrants from Bangladesh.

25Labour Migration from Bangladesh to the Middle East., World Bank
Staff Working Paper No. 454, 1981, Dhaka.
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(2) "An Analysis of the Influence of Home Remittances by Bangladesh
Nationals Working Abroad on the National Economy" is a study
prepared by Syed Ashraf Ali. This study focusses on the Wage
Earners Scheme, the methods and channels of remittance, their
level, use and effects on financing of imports, effects on

money supply and inflation, etc.

(3) "An Analysis of the Impact of Remittance Money on Household
Expenditure in Bangladesh" was prepared by Dr. Rizwanul Islam,
based on a sample study of the households and their classifi-
cation in terms of rural and urban centres, remittance-
receiving and non-migrant households, the spending behaviour
and consumption, saving and investment pattern are studied

and analysed.

(4) "Cost of Training of Bangladeshi Migrants to the Middle Eastern
Countries" is an article by Dr. Quazi Mafizur Rahman. The study
classifies the migrants into five major occupational groups and
estimates the current (or recurring) costs of training of
migrants, recurring cost of the employment exchange programme
and capital cost of the training of migrants and of the

employment exchange programme.

(5) "Effects of Labour Migration on Planning of Production and
Service Establishments in Bangladesh" are analysed by Abu Ahmed
Arif. The article assesses the impact of labour migration from
Bangladesh with regard to 14 groups of educated and skilled

manpower in the national economy.

(6) "pProjection of Manpower Demand in the Middle East and the
Prospects and Possibilities of Manpower Export from Bangladesh"
is written by Dr. A.K. Md. Habibullah. The study "analyses the
existing structure of the labour market in the Middle East,
projects the future demand pattern by country and occupation,

- and assesses the prospects for supply of labour by skill and
occupation from Bangladesh to the Middle East".
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(7) "Social Cost Benefit Analysis of Manpower Export from
Bangladesh" is written jointly by Dr. Wahiduddin Mahmud and
Dr. Siddiqur Rahman Osmani. The paper deals with the theore-
tical issues of cost-benefit analysis and estimates the
benefits and costs of manpower export to the economy of

Bangladesh'.

(8) "Policy Recommendations and Implications for Promoting Manpower
Export from Bangladesh'" is an article written by A.M.A.H.
S5iddiqui, The paper raises both procedural and policy issues

and recommendations with regard to manpower export from

Bangladesh.24
This volume provides us with many important information on different

aspects of manpower export which would be useful to our present study.

Another important study was conducted by Sultana Kamal in 1982. She
in her dissertation entitled, "Five Thousand Mile Journey for Freedom: A
Classic Exercise in Thwarted Optimism — A Study on the Bangladeshi Women
Living in Britain". Sultana Kamal described her focus of attention as,
"the subject of my study concerns the life of the women mainly of rural
peasant background and semi-urban background migrating to Britain either

25

as dependents of their male guardians, or on their own'". She also tried

to explain "the life style and self-perception of some of the Bangladeshi

f

. 2
migrant women'.

24Labor Migration from Bangladesh to the Middle East, World Bank Staff
Working Paper No. 454. April, 1981, Please see preface.

25Kamal, Sultana. "Five Thousand Mile Journey for Freedom. A Classic
Exercise in Thwarted Optimism - A Study on the Bangladeshi Women Living in
Britain". Unpublished M.A. Dissertation, Institute of Social Studies, The
Hague, 1982, p. 1.

26Ibid., P, 3V
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Jharna Nath, in her dissertation entitled, "Some Aspects of the Life
of Indians and Pakistani in Newcastle with Special Reference to Women",
emphasised on the "way of life and the complex problem of adjustment to a

2F

new environment faced by the Indian and Pakistani Women in Newcastle".

Wahiduddin Mahmud and S.R. Osmani in their article, 'Impact of Emigrant
Workers' Remittances on the Bangladesh Economy' concentrate on "the impact
on balance of payments on the one hand and the income and savings of the

remittance receiving households on the other".28

Binayak Sen, in his article entitled "A Model of Manpower Export and
its Effect on Employment Situation (1981-85) - Some Reflections", tried to
develop a model of manpower export. He says, '"the purpose of the present
study is ... intended to be a research on methodology so as to develop an
aggregative behavioristic model of manpower migration, the level of employ-

i

ment and foreign exchange earning'.

Md. Mainul Islam in an article, "Accommodation and Efficiency at
Industrial Work: Case of Bengali Peasant Migrants in Britain", made an attempt

to "analyse and evaluate the extent to which ... peasants from the simple and

27Nath, Jharna, "Some Aspects of the Life of Indians and Pakistanis
in Newcastle with Special Reference to Women", Unpublished M.A. Dissertation,
Durham University, 1970, p. 16.

28Mahmud, W. and Osmani, S.H. "Impact of Emigrant Workers' Remittances
ovn the Bangladesh Economy" in the Bangladesh Development Studies, Vol. VIII,
No. 3, 1980, p. 1.

29Sen, Binayak. "A Model of Manpower Export and its Effect on Employment
Situation (1981-85) - Some Reflections, in the Journal of Social Studies
(ed.) by B.K. Jahangir, Vol. II, 1981, p. Tl.




17

traditional environment of subsistence farming were able to accommodate

themselves to sophisticated and highly disciplined industrial work in an

30

economically advanced country",

R.A. Mahmood in one pertaining study, "Foreign Exchange Earning through
the Lxport of Manpower - A Case Study of Bangladesh" posed a genuine question:
"T'rue, we need foreign exchange. And we are earning so. But what for? For

present consumption or for future consumption”.31

R. Islam also wrote an article on "Export of Manpower from Bangladesh
to the Middle East Countries: The Impact of RHemittance Mcney on Household
32

kixpenditure".

However, except these works very few studies were conducted in this
field. So, it would not be exaggerated to say that migration in Bangladesh
is the most under-studied and neglected field at least by sociologists and
social anthropologists. Furthermore, there is very little information.
available regarding the impact of foreign remittances on the rural social

gtructure.

Thus, the existing literature indicates the necessity of conducting a
descriptive as well as analytical study of a village, where from a large

number of people migrated.

jOIslam, M. Mainul, "Accommodation and Efficiency at Industrial Work:
Case of Bengali Peasant Migrants in Britain'". Journal of Social Studies,
No. 17, P 79.

31Mahmood, R.A. "Foreign Exchange Earning through the Export of
Manpower — A Case Study of Bangladesh'", paper submitted at the National
Seminar on UNCTAD, 1979.

321:?.lam, R. Export of Manpower from Bangladesh to the Middle-East
Countries: The Impact of Remittance Money on Household Expenditure, National
Foundation for Research on Human Resource Development, Dhaka, 1980 (mimeo).
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Apart from these studies there are also other studies conducted on the
migrants of India, Pakistan and Mexico. In this regard we may mention the
works of E.T. Mathew and P.R. Gopinathan Nair (1978), Patricia Jeffery

(1976) and Cornelius Wayme (1976).

Mathew and Nair in their article, "Socio-Economic Characteristics of
Emigrants and Emigrants' Household - A Case Study of Two Villages in Kerala"
tried to "examine the socio-economic dimensions of recent emigration from
Kerala, on the basis of a limited case study in one of the pockets of

33

emigration in the state".

Patricia Jeffery made a complete study of migrants both at the place of
origin and of destination in her book "Migrants and Refugees - Muslim and
Chrigstian Pakistani families in Bristol".. Jeffery puts the main objectives
of her study this way, '"the concern of the research and focus much more on
the ways in which certain elements of the migrants' culture can be protected
and how children may be brought up in a Pakistani domestic setting in
Britain, In other words, I began to focus on the social processes involved
in non-assimilation and the maintenances of ethnic boundaries".34 Her all
information were from Urban backgrounds, and as a result she could not get

the access to any rural families,

Cornelius Wayne, in his article, '"Migration to the United States: The

View from Rural Mexican Communities", tried to investigate some fundamental

35Hathew, E.T. and Nair, P.R. Gopinathan. "Socio-Economic Characteristics
of Bmigrants and Emigrants' Households - A Case Study of Two Villages in
Kerala," Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. XIII, No. 28, July 15, 1978,
Dan ilAl,

34J'effery Patricia. Migrants and Refugees Muslim and Christian
Pakistani Families in Bristol, Cambricge University Press, 1976, p. 5.
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igsues relating to migration, such as, who migrates, migratory patterns,
motive for migration, migrant participation in the U.S. Labour Market, and

52 The

impact of migration to the U.S. on migrants' communities of origin.
findings of the report will have some relevance if we want to view our

findings in a wider context.

Review of Literature on Village Studies

I have already mentioned that for the purpose of assessing the actual
changes taken place due to the huge inflow of foreign remittances, it is
necessary to be acquainted with the existing rural social structure through
systematic study of village studies. Keeping this in mind I have conducted

a brief survey on the all available village studies.

There is no denying the fact that, in Bangladeshi sociologists and social
anthropologists could not make a significant headway in revealing the village
societies through the process of intensive village studies. Nicholas has
rightly stated that "only a handful of the 60,000 villages in which the great
majority of Bangladeshi live, have been subjected to intensive investigation"?6
Whereas, .... "in China village studies by sociologist virtually came to an
end around 1946, in India it was only after independence in 1947 that they

i

were begun in a really serious way".

55Cornelius, Wayne, A. "Migration to the United States: The View from
Rural Mexican Communities in Development Digest, Vol. XVII, No. 4, October,
1979, pp. 90-101.

36Nicholas, Ralph W. Social Science Research in Bangladesh (mimeo),
Dhaka: The Ford Foundation, 1973, p. 4.

57Beteiile, Andre, Six Egsays in Comparative Sociology, Delhi: Oxford
University Press, 1974, p. 36.
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However, few attempts also have been made to study the Bangladeshi
villages. Here we can mention the works of Marion Smith, Nazmul Karim,
adir, Pakrasi, F.R. Khan, Aziz, Afsaruddin, Bessaignet, Beech et al.,

Hara, Huq, Zaidi, Bertocci, Mukherjee, Nurul Huq, Islam, Sarkar, Wood,
Zaman, S.H. Khan, Van Beurden and Arens, Chowdhury, Thorp, Bhuiyan, Jahangir,

38

Westergaard Kirsten, etc.” ., In addition to these studies Bangladesh Rural

jBSmith, Marion W. "Village Notes from Bengal", American Anthropologist,
Vol. 48, No. 4, 1946; Nazmul Karim, A.K. Changing Society in India and
Pakistan, Dhaka, Oxford University Press, 1956; Q(adir, S.A. Village Dhanishwar -
Three Generations of Man-Land Adjustment in an East Pakistan Village (mimeo),
Comilla: Pakistan Academy for Rural Development, 1960; Pakrasi, Kanti. "A
Study of Some Aspects of Household Types and Family Organization in Rural
Bengal, 1946-1947". Lucknow: The Eastern Anthropologist, XV, No. 3, pPP.55-63;
Khan, F.R. "The Caste System of the Village Couwmunity of Dhulandi in the
District of Dacca". In Owen, John (ed.) Sociology of Kast Pakistan. Dhakas
Asiatic Society; Aziz, A. "Social Status and its Relation to Income". In
Owen, John (ed.) Sociology of East Pakistan, Dhaka: Asiatic Society, 1962;
tAfsaruddin, Mohammed. [wural Life in East Pakistan, Social Science Research
Project, Department of Sociology, Dhaka University, 1964; Bessaignet, Pierre.
"FPamily and Kinship in Hindu Village of East Pakistan: An Illustrative
Analysis". In Afsaruddin (ed.) Sociology and Social Research in Pakistan,
Dhaka: The Pakistan Sociological Association; Beech, Mary Jane, Peter J.
Bertoceci and Zauren A. Corwin. "Introducing the Bast Bengali Village'. In
Beech, Mary Jane et al., (eds.) Inside the East Pakistan Village - Six Articles,
Michigan: Asian Studies Center, Reprint Series no., 2, Michigan State
University, 1966; Hara, Tadahiko. Paribar and Kinship in a Moslem Rural
Village in BLast Pakigstan, (Microfilmi unpublished doctoral dissertation in
the Australian National University, 1967; Hug, M. Ameerul. Rural Institution
~and Social Change (A Case Study of Azimabad Agricultural Cooperative Society,
Comilla) (mimeo) . Comilla: Pakistan Academy for Rural Development, 1969;
Zaidi, S.M. Hafiz. A Village Culture in Transition, (A Study of East Pakistan
Rural Society). Honolulu: East-West Center Press, 1970;Bertocci, Peter J.
Elusive Villages: Social Structure and Community Organization in Rural East
Pakigtan (mimeo). Unpublished doctoral dissertation in the Michigan State
University, 1970; Mukherjee, Ramkrishna. Six Villages of Bengal. Bombay:
Popular Prakashan, 1957; Haq, Nurul. Village Development in Bangladesh:
(£ Study of Monagram Village), Comilla: Bangladesh Academy for Rural Develop-
ment, 197%; Islam, Rizwanul. "An Analysis of the Impact of Remittance Money
on Household Expenditure in Bangladesh". 1In Labour Migration from Bangladesh
to the Middle Iast. World Bank Staff Working Paper No. 454, 1974; Sarkar,
Profulla Chandra. "Aspects of Caste and Social Structure in a Rural Community
of Bangladesh". Unpublished M.Phil dissertation, Institute of Bangladesh
Studies, University of Rajshahi, 1976; Wood, G.D. ."The Political Process in
Bangladesh - A Research Note". In M. Ameerul Hug (ed.), Exploitation and
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39

Advancement Committee (BRAC) published two intensive studies: one in Dhaka
and the other in Sylhet.40 Here again all these above mentioned studies were
not the outcome of intensive village studies. Moreover, these were also not
alone conducted by the sociologists or social anthropologists., Thus, it is
not an exaggeration when Bertocci comments, "East Bengal is one of the most
under-studied parts of South Asia, at least by sociologists and anthropo-

1ogists”.41

Now, we shall try to mention what these studies are about. Smith (1946)

in her article "Village Notes from Bengal'" in the American Anthropologist

(contd. from previous page)

the Rural Poor. Comilla: Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development, 1976;
Zaman, M.(. "Social Conflict and Political Process in Rural Bangladesh:

A Case Study". Unpublished M.Phil dissertation, Institute of Bangladesh
Studies, University of Rajshahi, 1977; KXhan, Showkat Hayat, "Beyond the

Trap of Tradition? In-Migrants and Locals in a Rural Community of Bangladesh".
Unpublished M,Phil dissertation, Institute of Bangladesh Studies, University
of Rajshahi, 1977; Van Beurden and Arens. Jhagrapur: Poor Peasantsg and Women
in a Village in Bangladesh. Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 1977; Chowdhury,
Anwarullah. A Bangladesh Village: A Study of Social Stratification. Centre
for Social Studies, Dhaka, 1978; = Thorp, John P. Power Among the Farmers of
Daripalla - A Bangladesh Village Study. Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 1978;
Bmuiyan, Md. Abdul Quadir. "The Iamily in a Village in Bangladesh'". Unpub-
lished Doctoral dissertation in the University of Delhi;1978; Jahangir, B.K.
Differentiation Polarization and Confrontation in Rural Bangladesh, Centre for
Social Studies, Dhaka University, Dhaka, 1979; Kirsten, Westergaard. Boringram:
An Economic and Social Analysis of a Village in Bangladesh. Bogra: Rural
Development Academy, 1980,

59BRAC. Who Gets What and Why: Hesource Allocation in a Bangladesh
Village. Dhaka: Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee, 1980.

4OBRAC. Ashram Village: An Analysis of Resource Flows. Dhakas
Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee.

41Bertocci, Peter J., "Rura :Development in Bangladesh: An Introduction”,
In Robert D. Stevens, Hamza Alavi and Peter J. Bertocei (eds.) Rural
Development in Bangladesh and Pakistan, Honolulu, East West Center, The
University Press of Hawaii, p. 160,
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gives the picture of the social classes of Alankar (Olankari), about 7
miles south-west of Sylhet town. She got the information from a former
inhabitant of the village (who was a resident of New York city). Marion
Smith says that there are seven villages around Alankar which formed a unit,

Karim (1956) in his Changing Society in India and Pakistan devoted a chapter

'Rural kast Pakistan To-day'. In this chapter he gives a description of
typical village of the then kast Pakistan. The fictitious name of the
village is Nayanpur and it is located somewhat in the eastern part of kast
Pakistan. He studied "social organization" of a village of the then East
Pakistan in order to '"compare and contrast" its features with other contem-
porary accounts of villages of the Indian sub-continent. Although his
method of study has been historical, it is relevant to our study because
this study provides us with some information regarding the rapid changing
pattern of the social structure of a village of early 50's. adir has
gtudied village Dhaneswar in Comilla district: the focus of his study was
on man-land adjustment (1960). Pakrasi's paper "A Study of Some Aspects of
Household Types and FPamily Organization in ltural Bengal, 1946-47" (1962),
provides "a general and impressionistic idea of the family structures of
rural Bengal (p. 55). F.R. Khan in his article 'The Caste System of the

Village Community of Dhulandi in the district of Dacca" in the Sociology of

iast Pakistan (1962) gives an analytical picture of the caste pattern in

Dhulandi, because castism has exercised a great influence over the religious,
economic, political, educational and cultural life of the villagers (p. 206).
Aziz in his article "Social Status and its Relation to Income" in the

Sociology in kast Pakistan (1962) focussed on the social status and its

relation to income in the village community of Kailine in the district of
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Comilla. Afsaruddin in his Rural Life in East Pakistan (1963) made a

sociological analysis of rural life in the then East Pakistan. The focus

of its attention was on major changes that have taken place on various aspects
of social life in the villages. Afsaruddin said, "The present survey is
designed to find out facts on rural life and to analyse and interpret them

in the context of changes" (p. 1). Bessaignet's paper, "Family and Kinship
in a Hindu Village of Kast Pakistan: An Illustrative Analysis" (196%) studied
family and kinship in Shahasad. Beech et al. "Inside the East Pakistan
Villages: Six Articles (1966), discussed the different aspects of village
life in the then Hast Pakisfan. Hara, Japanese scholar, has studied a Muslim
village Gohira in Chittagong district, he focussed on the Paribar and kinship
in the villages (1967), Mukharjee studied six villages in Bogra district in
northern Bangladesh., He conducted a survey of all the households in these
villages in 1942. His objectives were to study the people concerned from

the point of view of their economic activity, that is the way in which they
go about doing the necessary everyday work of life, and the relations they

have entered into by so doing (1957: D XXVIII). Huq's Rural Institutions

and Social Change (1969) is a monograph on an agricultural co-operative

society in Azimabad in Comilla district. Zaidi's book (1970) is a study

of Ramnagar and Alipur, two villages in Comilla Kotwali Thana, focussed on
social change in these two villages. Bertocci's dissertation (1970) is a
study of Hajipur and Tinpara, two villages in Comilla Kotwali Thana, focussed
on the rural community organization and social structure. Nurul Haq's book
(1973) focussed to point out the nature and magnitude of the village problems
and to indicate how these problems could be solved through co-operative

effort (p. X). He conducted his study in village Monogram of Comilla
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district., Islam's book (1974) is a study of the political process in
village Badarpur in Thala district. Sarkar's dissertation (1976) focussed
on caste and social structure of a multicaste and multireligious rural
community in Rajshahi district. Wood (1975) gtudied rural power structure.
Jaman's dissertation (1977) is an anthropological study of rural politics.
It describes the sources of conflict and nature of politics of a village

in northern part of Bangladesh. Showkat Hayat Khan's dissertation (1977)
concerns with a comparative evolution of the behaviour of in-migrants and
locals in the context of a holistic view of two villages of Rajshahi
district. Van Beurden and Arens (1977) discussed peasants and women in a
village. 'The main focus was on pattern of social stratification and prin-
cipal contradiction in village social life. Chowdhury (1978) has studies
the pattern of social stratificatién in village Meherpur in Dhaka diétrict.
Phorp's book (1978) emphasises the cultural aspects of life among the Bengali
Muslim Farmers, which determine their outlook towards possible improvements
in their condition. The inter-connection of internal village forces and
government infrastructures is clearly brought out (p. VI). Thorp conducted
this study in a village of Pabna district. Bhuiyan's (1978) dissertation

is a study of the family in a village in Bangladesh. Jahangir's book (1979)
is about the process of differentiation, polarization and confrontation in
a peasant society. Westergaard's book (1980) gives a brief and short analysis
of socio-economic aspects of the village Baringram in Bogra district.
Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee (BRAC) published a report entitled,
"Who Gets What and Why: Resource Allocation in a Bangladesh Village" (1980).
This report is an outcome of an intensive field work conducted by a team

of BRAC resgearch and field staff in the village Dhankura of Dhaka district.

fhis report dealt with the problem of resource allocation in the village.
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The focus of interest has been described in this report as "... we have
investigated the complex of resources available to that village: which
resources have been added to the resource base and which resources have
either dwindled or increased in value over time. We have also explained

the factors which affect and regulate the distribution and continuing re-
distribution of the resources available to and availed of by the people of
the village. And we have attempted to understand who in the village maximised
which resources for what reasons and under what circumstances" (pp. 1-2).
Ashram Village: An Analysis of Resource Flows (1980), another village study
was also conducted by a team of BRAC research and field staff in the district
of Sylhet. This report "is a descriptive analysis of all the regources that
are exploited in the village and of the distribution of these resources

amongst different sectors of the community (p. ii). ///

Existing Theories on Migration

Migration is a multi-faceted and multi-dimensional phencomenon. No
consensus hsg yet been reached among the social scientists regarding an
unified theory of migration encompassing its social, political, economic
demographic and cultural aspects. It is needless to mention that scholars
belonging to different social sciences developed theories on migration em-
phasizing on particular aspectsof the phenomenon and as such these are
partial. It must, however, be said that from time to time serious efforts
were made by the scholars to construct an acceptable paradigm to explain
the concept, even then the need for a comprehensive theory of migration still
remains., However, the purpose of the present study is not to evolve a modgl

of migration; nor does it fall under the scope of the present study. I am



interested to see whether my findings can be related to any of the existing
theories., To accomplish this job it is necessary to make a brief survey of 4

few important existing theories on migration.

Everett 5. Lee in his celebrated paper "A Theory of Migration in 1966”42

recognized the validity of Ravenstein's article on the laws of migration45
as a starting point for work on migration theory. According to Lverett,
" .. lavenstein papers have stood the test of time and remain the starting

44

point for work in migration theory". Lonald J. Bogue also made a concrete

42Lee, kverett 5. "A Theory of Migration", Demography, Vol., 3, No. 1
(1966), p. 49.

43E.G. Ravenstein, who in 1885 presented a paper on "The Laws of
Migration" before the Royal Statistical Society on March 17, 1885. In his
paper Ravenstein arrived at seven "Laws" or "generalization". His paper was
based on the basis of the data collected from England and several other
nations:

i) Migration and distance - most migrants go only a short distance.
As the distance from a certain place increases, there are fewer
migrants who have moved from the place.

ii) Migration by stages - persons living near large cities migrate
when economic expansion occurs. The opportunities they forsake
at home are filled up by migrants from more remote points in the
hinter-land. As a result, the expansion of the city exerts an
impact, step by step, that reaches to the outer limits of the
hinterland.

ii) Streams and counterstreams - to every stream of migration there
is a counterstream,.

iv) Urban-rural differences in propensity to migrate — Urban popu-
lations are less migratory than are rural populations.

v) Predominance of female among short-distance migrants - in short -
distance migration, females tend to outnumber males.

vi) Technology and migration - technological development tends to
promote greater rates of migration.

vii) Dominance of the economic motive - Although variety of forces
can produce migration, the desire of the masses to improve their
gconomic condition is by far the most potent force.

44Lee, Everett S. "A Theory of Migration", Demography, Vol. 3, No. 1
(1966), p. 49.



comment about Ravenstein's "The Laws of Migration", He said "... There is
still a surprising amount of validity in these statements after more than
80 years. However, they are not inflexible "Laws" without exceptions, and

45

to explain the exceptions it is necessary to import the situation model".

Any way, there are also some other basic propositions about migration

that have emerged from different research.

Lvertt S. Lee, in his article "A Theory of Migration" tried to develop
a comprehensive theory of migration. He summarizes the factors which enter

into the decision to migrate and the process of migration as follows:

i) PFactors associated with the area of origin;
ii) lactors associated with the area of destination;
i) Intervening obstacles; and

iv) Personal factors.

The first three of lhese are indicated schematically in Diagram - 1,

Diagram- 1.

ORIGIN

DESTNATION
Figure: Origin and Destination Factors and Intervening Obstacles
in Migration. The '"Push-Pull-Ubstacles" model.

Jource: Everett S. Lee, "A Theory of Migration", Demography, 3
(1966), p. 48.

&
4)Bogue, Donald J. Principles of Demography, John Wiley and Sons,

Inc., London, 1969, p. 756.
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Diagram - 1 pazg shown that at both the place of origin and the place
of destinution, there are some positive as well as negative factors. Zeros
represents the factors of no consequence and to which the potential migrant

is indifferent.

Lee sees the positive and the negative factors i.,e., the set of pluses
and minuses affects different people in different ways.46 However, the
gimple set of positive and negative factors cannot ensure the act of migration,
According to Lee, there are some intervening obstacles which may be slight in
some instances and insurmountable in others. 'Distance', strict 'Immigration

47

Laws' are the examples of intervening obstacles.

Pinally, there are some personal factors which according to Lee either
facilitate or retard migration. le gave more emphasis on the migrants'
personal sensitivities, intelligence, and awareness of conditions elsewhere
enter into the situation at origin, and knowledge of the situation at desti-
nation depends upon personal contacts or upon sources of information which

48

are not universally available.

This theory has profound significance in explaining the process of
migration though it is not free from criticism, Sultana Kamal criticises
the theory as, "one sided because Lee has left out the political, structural

49

and demographic factors,

46 oo, Bverett S. Demography, 3, 1966, 47-57. Reprinted in Population
Geography: A lteader - Demco et al. McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1970, 288-298.

Hnsa, . p. 291,

48Ibid.
L,
4)Kamal Sultana - FPive Thousand Mile Journey for Kreedom: A Classic
Exercise in Thwarted Optimism - A Study on the Bangladeshi Women Living in
Britain, unpublished M.A. dissertation, Institute of Social Studies, The

Hague, 1982, p. 33.
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Emphasizing the importance of the economic aspect of migration Todaro
advances his theory to explain migration flows. He begins his theory with
the assumption that, migration is primarily an economic phenomenon which for
the individual migrant can be quite a rational decision, for he migrates

50

because he has some expectation about income in the place of migration.

Todaro does not go into exploring from where the expectation of
better income getssuch force as to make people dissassociate themselves from
the usual and familiar world to a new context of physical space and signi-
ficantly, social relationships. Nor does he talk about the link between
the conditions in the rich countries pulling them in a position to offer
better income and the conditions of the migrant's own country which fail to

51

retain her own people.

‘fodaro concludes “migration proceeds in response to urban rural

52

differences in expected earnings.

This higtorical position assumes that migration will not occur if there
is no difference between the two sectors, i.e., rural and urban., But the
fact remains that migration is taking place not only because of the poor
~conditions of the country of origin ('Push' factor), nor does it occur only
because of the increasing demand of the labour receiving countries ('Pull’
factor)., True, 'Push' and 'Pull' factors create congenial atmosphere to
move, But it is hard to expiain why, living in the same socio-economic
condition, some people move and some do not, Todaro's theoretical proposition

fails to give answer to these questions.

5O’l‘odaro, Michael P, Economics for a Developing World, Hong Kong,1977,
D 2205

51
52

Sultana Kamal, op. cit., 1982, p. 33.
Todaro, Michael, op. cit., 1977, p. 220.
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Marshall belongs to the Structural-Functionalists school. She in her

book The Import of Labour: The Case of the Netherland says, "migration cannot

be seen as an independent, isolated and marginal phenomenon, but has to be
placed in the contex of the analysis of the stratified system of international
economic and power relations. Import of workers is a response to lasting
structural requirements in the receiving economy.55
It is no use denying the fact that the concept migration cannot be
explained without bringing international economic and power relations into
considerations. But the fact remains that only lasting structural require-

ments in the receiving economy and poor social condition of the sending

country cannot ensure migration; as a result the theory remains incomplete.

Finally, without even ignoring the logical criticisms of above mentioned
theories, we can conclude thét there are some validity of these theories in
explaining the concept of migration. Although none of the above theories has
paid any attention to such an important factor, i.e., kinship-tie which
largely influences the process of migration. The role of kinship in the
process of migration has long been recognized, but had not been expressed
directly. Refuting the notion that the migration is related to distance
M.S5.A. Rao said, "the notion that the migration is related to distance is
contradicted by the evidence that people migrate to far off places because
they have prior kin, caste, regional and other links with that place. Hence,

selectivity is based on social factors and not on the factor of propinquity

5§Marshall, Adriana: The Import of Labour: The Case of the Netherlands.

Rotterdam, 1965 (Reprinted, Sultana Kamal, op. cit., p. 36).
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of -the place of destination". We have seen that Lee in his theory

recognized the importance of personal factors. He even went to the extent

of saying that, '"the decision to migrate ... is never completely rational,

and for some persons the rational component is much less than the irre- .
tional. We must expect, therefore, to find many exceptions to our gene-
ralizations since, transient emotions, mental disorder, accidental occurrences

[~ =
account for a consiverable portion of the total migration".))

Here again Lee emphasizes on the psychological explanation of migration,
We do not question the validity of psychological factor in the process of
migration. All that we are trying to say is that, even in the case of
'push-puli obstacles' model, kinship plays an important role in overcoming

the intervening obstacles.

As we shall see in our later discussion that how and to what extent

kinship is functional in the process of migration.

At last we can conclude the debate by stating that, the importance of
kinship-relationship in the process of migration can hardly be exaggerated
as it will be seen that the large scale migration to U.K. was possible

significantly because of the history of an early migration of their kin.

Selection of the Study Area

I have selected one of the villages of Sylhet district for my study.

The reason for this selection was first, a large number of people initially

54
25

Rao, M.S.A. Sociological Bulletin, Vol. %0, No. 1, 1981, p. 32.

Lee, Everett, S. Demography, 30, 1966 (1970, 288-298),
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migrated from Sylhet. Secondly, Sylhet is my home district, so it is
56

expected that I would understand the local dialects and as a result I

would be able to establish better rapport with my respondents.

Considering the nature of my work I emphasized on two important points

regarding the selection of the study area., These are:

i) A large concentration of the family of migrants in the

village, and

ii) Easy accessibility and manageable size of the village.

Keeping these in mind, I started locating a suitable village. First, I
made a list of thanas from where a large number of people migrated to U.K.
During the preparation of the list I -took the help of different bank offi-
cials. All of them (whom I talked to) mentioned the name of the following

three thanas: (a) Balagonj, (b) Bianibazar and (c) Biswanath,

All these thanas fall under the Sylhet district. First I visited
Banagonj and Bianibazar and tried to find out a suitable village but failed.
Because either the village was too big which was unmanageable with my limited
resource and time or the number of people migrated from that village was

very small,

Lastly, I visited Biswanath thana which is situated ten miles south-west
of Sylhet town. T came to Biswanath on 30th June, 1981, PFirst I met the

Circle Officer of Biswanath thana and explained in details the purpose of my

56The local dialects of Sylhet is different from that of standard Bengali
language. Most of the Sylheties specifically rural illiterate people speak
in typical local dialects. As a result, there is always a risk of communi-
cation gap between the researcher and the respondents. This language barrier
could be bridged by knowing Sylheti well.
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visit. He assured me of all necessary helﬁ and told me about a village
which he thought might be suitable for my purpose but again urged me to
contact the Chairman of Biswanath Union., He believed that the Chairman
could tell me more about it. Then I went to see the Chairman in his office
and found him talking with some people. I introduced myself and explained
the purpose of my visit. He then consulted with the people sitting around
him and suggested me the name of a village which was earlier suggested by

the Circle Officer.

The village is small in size and the communication is fairly well; and
above all, it has a large concentration of migrants., The name of the village

is Londoniggon.57

This village falls under the Biswanath Union and situated
around two miles north-east of Biswanath Bazar. According to the census
report of 1974, the total population of the village was 3%65; and there were

71 households. The average population and households per village in Biswanath

thana (according to 1974 census) was 259 and 50, respectively.

At last I could find a village of my choice. I decided to visit the
village, and when I expressed my desire, the Chairman requested me to see
Mr., Mubarak Ali,58 a resident of that village. Mr. Ali is the owner of a
pharmacy and in Longonigaon he is known as 'member shahib'. Though he

does not hold any office in thne Union Parishad ,yet he was associated with

5ZLomdonigaon is a fictitious name of the village. The actual name of
the village is not mentioned for some practical reasons. ]

-
)BID order to preserve the anonymity of persons quoted in this disser-
tation, I have used pseudonyms throughout.
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Gram Sarkar.59 Mubarak Ali is the youngest among his four brothers. Three
of them have been staying in U.K. for a very long time. But their parents,
spouses and children stay in Londonigaon, I went to see Mr. Ali and explained
to him the purpose of my visit and expressed my desire to visit his village.
He agreed to take me to his village. Londonigaon could be reached in
hall an hour by a rickshaw from Biswanath Bazar. TFirgt, he took me to his
house and introduced me to his sister-in-law. She was also a member of Gram
Sarkar. Notwithstanding her little education, the lady is quite charming

and free. After spending some time in the house we went out to move around
the village. The village is not very large and one can easily reach any part
of the village from its central point within fifteen minutes on foot. It

seems to me that the village would be an ideal one, because a large number

59
"Gram Sarkar is an extended institution building partly based on the
experiences in a few selected localities with self reliant villages, Swanirwar
gram. It is an attempt to remedy the lack of useful organizations on village
level through which the government can carry out development programs'.

The assignment entrusted to Gram Sarkar to successfully accomplish the
government programme of achieving self-sufficiency in food production;
effectively controlling the population growth; removing of illiteracy and
ensuring law and order in the rural areas.

"The model for the creation of this new institution was a peaceful
selection, by consensus if possible, where 12 members representing different
interest groups in the village got appointed: 1 village prodhan, 1 secretary
(preferably respected men already sitting as salish prodhans - members of
the primodial village court), 2 farmer representatives, 2 youth representatives,
2 women, 2 representatives for the landless and 2 for crafts, fishermen or
other occupations" (Dependence and Solidarity in Village Level Politics, Gram
Sarkar Flections in Bangladesh, 1980 ~ by Ann-Lisbet Arn. The Bangladesh
Institute of Development Studies, Bangladesh, p. 4).

This village organization was formed during the regime of the assasinated
President General Ziaur Rahman. Later it has been banned by President General
Hussain Muhammad Ershad.



- of people migrated from the village to U.K. Thus, the conditions I set for
the selection of the study area seem to have been fulfilled. T then
expressed my willingness to work in the village and sought Ali's help for
an accommodation., We then came back to Biswanath Bazar and was introduced
to Abdul Karim who owned an electronic shop in the Bazar, Karim is a cousin
of Mubarak Ali, Initially Karim was suspicious of my visit and wanted to
know whether the villagers would derive any benefit from my study. He,
therefore, asked me to come and see him the next day. 7The following day

I went to see Mubarak Ali, who told me that after much persuation he was
successful in convinecing his cousin Karim about the gincerity of my purpose.
We were later joined by Karim, who also extended his help to me. He also
informed me that he had tentatively selected a placé for me to stay. So I
decided to work in the village and on the 1lst July 1981, I finally arrived

at Londonigaon for field work.

Method olom[

The systematic collection of authentic facts is the first requirement of
any scientific study of a society ... Facts can be collected either through

(a) large scale social surveys or (b) through intensive field work.60

For the purpose of collecting quantitative as well as qualitative data
for my study, 1 adopted both participant observation and survey methods. Case
study method has been applied to gather detail information about the migrant

and non-migrant families.

6OChowdhury. Anwarullah, "Sociology in Bangladesh: The Need for Emperical
Research"., Delhi: Sociological Bulletin, Vol, 22, No. I, 1973.
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Participant Observation

The specific unit of investigation was hougehold in the context of an
intensive micro study of the village. This was done by six months intensive
village research through the application of participant observation. Obser-
vation may be defined as "systematic viewing, coupled with consideration of
the seen phenomena., That is, consideration must be given to the larger unit
of activity in which the specific observed phenomena occur. Not all pheno-
~mena, of course, are opeﬁ to observation; not all those open to observation
find a ready observer at hand ... but one can hardly think of an emperical
gtudy in which some observation had not been made."61 Explaining the advantage
of gathering information through the process of participant observation Young
stated that, "The participant observer shares, to lesser or greater degree,
the life of observed group. This sharing may be intermittent but active

contacts at close proximity afford intimate study of persons".62

The importance of participant observation in the context of our society,
egpecially, rural society can hardly be over-emphasized. Emphasizing the need
of 'anthropological techniques' in the study of Bangladesh society Karim said,
"Tt seems to me that we can possibly get a picture of the Muslim society
better by an anthropological study of a predominantly Muslim village of East
Pakistan than by the simple asseublage of a huge mass of statistical data.

In the absence of any significant scientific information about Bengali Muslim

society, anthropological studies of small magnitude will help us a great deal

61Young Pauline V. Scientific Social Surveys and Research, New Jersey,
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1966, pp. 161-162,

62

Ibid., p. 166,



in getting a correct glimpse into our societal mechanism, Moreover, they
involve much less cost than the gathering of data on a mass scale. At the
moment this is the only dependable means by which we can know how the minds

of the people of different social levels are working in Bast Pakistan.
Sociology, therefore, must be social anthropology in the context of our
country at least for some years to come., We can plan for a real sociology

of Fast lakistan only when we have at our disposal the required minimum social
anthropological data about Bengali Muslim society. If this is lost sight of

I fear that the proper development of sociological study in East Pakistan will

be greatly hampered”.6j

Andre Beteille also holds almost same opinion for studying the contem-
porary Indian society. He writes, "Liespite the absence of clearly defined
procedures for making intensive field studies, a great deal of the systematic
information that we have about social reality in contemporary India is based
on this kind of society. Some of our best insights into kinship, religion
and local level politics come from intensive studies made by social anthro-
pologists using the method of participation observation. Although this approach
has so far been used mainly in the study of village community, it can be
applied to the investigation of practically any sector of contemporary

64

society".

My experience in the field opened my eyes to how important the participant
observation method is in collecting information which would have been simply

impossible to collect through directly asking questions. I have made an

63Nazmu1 Karim, A.K. "The kFethodology for a Sociology of kast Pakistan",
In Pierre Bessaignet (ed.), Social Research in East Pakistan, Dacca: Asiatic
Society of Pakistan, 1966, p. 6.

6
)4Beteille Andre. Six Essays in Comparative Sociology, Delhi: Oxford
University Press, 1975, pp. 100.
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elaborate discusgion later on the problems 1 have confronted during my
field work, which I think will be enough to justify my decision to apply

participant observation for collecting necessary information,

Survey Method

A census was conducted on household composition, land area, etc. for
all the households in the village. The purpose of the census was to collect
basic information on demographic and socio-economic characteristics of each

household in the village.

.

There is a popular criticism against using structured questionnaires in
our country for collecting relevant and necessary information. The critics
are of the opinion that this technique has been specially developed in western
countries for literate people. A peasant in Bangladesh when interviewed will
often not understand why he is asked so many questions and what the intention
of the interviewer is. Besides, such a peasant is not used to the rhythm of

65

a questionnaire. He ig Jjust put in a mold that does not fit him.

This criticism has profound significance for the validity of data
collected. The approach which I followed in this census was different from
what is usually meant by the questionnaire method. I have already mentioned
that, T followed both the participant observation and survey method to collect
data. 'This required me to stay for six months in the field for directly

sharing the total life pattern of the villagers.

[
63Van Veurden and Arens. Jhagrapur: Poor Peasants and Women in a Village
in Bangladesh, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 1977, p. 12.
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Case Study

In order to collect detail information on households of the migrants
as well as non-migrants, I conducted a few case studies, "Case study refers
to intensive investigation of a particular unit ... It is in fact a
technique which considers all pertinent aspect of a situation, employing as
the unit of study an individual, institution or group, and intensively |
investigating it."66 I"or such studies I drew up | a number of households
from amongst the migrants and the non-migrants to gather first hand-

information..

Problems and Challenges in the Field

On lst July, 1981 I left Sylhet for Londonigaon for the purpose of
conducting field study and went straight to Abdul Karim's house. We talked
in general about the village and the villagers. He gave me some idea of
village economy, politics, clagss-structure, existing social norms and values
and many other things which in other words can be summarized as different
aspects of total social structure of the village. The impression 1 could
gather out of our long discussion was that, Abdul Karim was an influential
man in the community and representedthose who were at the top of the hierarchy
of the village power structure. All that he tried to say was that he could
provide me with more authentic information about the village than those
illiterate villagers. Illowever, this revealation made me cautious about my
dezlings with him and subsequently I decided to select my place of residence

in an apparently neutral zone. It was, however, extremely difficult for me

6G0pa1, M.H. An Introduction to Research Procedure in Social Sciences.,
Bombay, Asia Publishing House, 1970, p. 184,
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to find a place of my own choice. But Abdul Karim informed me that he had
already arranged a room for me in his own house. There is no doubt that
Karim had demonstrated his kindness through offering me a room in his house,
but I thought that it would be disastrous for me if I accepted his offer
for two definite reasons. PFirst, if I stay with him the villagers may not
feel free to speak to me about the village problem in general and about the
power-structure in particular. Moreover, my association with the villagers
would remain restricted. Secondly, I presumed that I might confront some
unwanted interference from my host which might jeopardize my primary purpose
of collecting first hand information. Considering these two important
factors, I politely refused the offer and tactfully urged him to arrange an

accommodation for me somewhere in the village wherefrom I can work independen-

til3a

After much persuation Abdul Karim finally agreed to arrange an accommo-
dation for me and then took me to a house, guite far away from him. That
was a heavily constructed big house and almost looked like a school building.
The walls were painted with different colours. The room which was allotted
to me was at that time being occupied by household moulabi.67 ] was informed

that I had to share the room with him,

67

During my field work I have observed that, almost in every migrant's
household, there is a Moulabi Shahib., The primary function of a Moulabi is
to teach the young children of the household Arabic. In exchange of his
service, he is provided with free food and lodging in addition to his monthly
remuneration., These Moulabi Shahibs are very much respected in the village.
They are also quite free with the female members of the household, as because
they help the women in writing letters to their husbands in the U.K. In
most of the cases, women are illiterate and.the Moulabi Shahib is to write
letters on their behalf.
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This wasg how I gettled down in Londonigaon. Before starting my field
work, I tried to develop my relationship with the Moulabi Shahib, because
I thought that if I could take him with me he would be helpful in collecting
first hand information, Ultimately my assumption was proved to be correct.
Initially I had the intention of conducting the household survey with the
help of the educated villagers. But it was a frustrating experience for me
when I came to know that there was none in the village who had passed the

Secondary School Certificate Examination (S$.5.C.)

An unemployed youth, at that time trying to go abroad, expressed his
willingness to work with me. His name is Rahim Ali. Initially I was
suspicious about the ability of the young man, but having no other alternative
I finally decided to work with him., "This young man helped me a lot. He
furnished me with plenty of information which otherwise would not have been

possible on my part to gather.

The most serious problem which I confronted was related to the collection
of demographic information., I noticed that there was a tendency amongst the
villagers to exaggerate the number of children in the family. The reason
behind this was discovered later on. According to British Immigration law
a British citizen has the right to bring his family to Britain. Thus, if
they can show an increased number of their children, it will be possible
for them to take the children of their relatives under the false identity
of their own sons and daughters. The reasons for giving me wrong information
could be found into their wrong notion of my identity. They thought that I
had come from British High Commission to visit their village to detect the

fraud cases. They had this idea because people from British High Commission
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visited their village on a number of occasions and conducted inquiry into
the cases of illigal migrants. It can, therefore, be easily imagined how
difficult it was to collect authentic information about the actual number
of the children. Due to my prolonged stay in the village I could manage

to partially remove the misconception about my identity.

It may be mentioned that, whenever I had any doubt about the authenticity
of the data collected, I visited that household several times and through
informal discussion I tried to get the correct information. I had an advan-
tage to verify my data through asking people of other households. One thing
I observed that if the facts collected are correct, then the person would
not disagree to further verification, But if the information provided were
not correct, then the person providing the information would avoid the request
for further verification. 1t seems to me that, there is a common consensus

regarding not to disclose any secret information concerning migrants,

It would not be irrelevant to mention my first encounter in one household
of the village. Household head stays abroad but his wife, mother, children
and brothers stay in the village. Abdur Hahman is one of the male members
of the family. When I approached him, he did not like to talk to me about
hig family matter. He was of the opinion that I might be a tax estimator.
lle is an illiterate man, so any information given by him might create problem
for them later on. Even after repeated request he remained silent. Finally
his mother und sister-in-law cgreed to talk to me though Rahim opposed it
like anything. Both his mother and sister-in=~law talked to me because they
thought that I am an officer of British High Commission. The mother was

sincerely trying to convince me that one of her sons with all legal documents
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had been refused entry permit by the British High Commission. I repeatedly
told her that I have nothing to do with the British High Commission. She
did not pay any attention to my words and urged me to make necessary
arrangement so that her son could go to England, I had to visit this
particular house geveral times to collect the socio-economic and demographic

information. This type of problem more or less I faced almost in every house.

In another house I had to go several times to get the correct information.
The owner of the household was Amena Begum. This lady concealed many infor-—
mation about her family to me. She first stated that her husband died long
before, while he was in fEngland, having behind two daughters and a son.
Later on, I came to know that Amena Begum is married to another person after
the death of her first husband. Her second husband also stays in United
Kingdom. She is the third wife of her second husband. PFirst two wives at
present staying in the same village in another house. She stays at her
first husbands house. She has only two daughters; the information of a son

was not correct.

Turing my stay in Londonigaon, the worst experience was the encounter
with an elderly man. This unpleasant experience rather compelled me to

think = of withdrawing myself from the village.

Usually I used to go out to the village either with Moulabi Shahib or
with my informer Rahim Ali., That day I went alone. On the way I visited
a house where I did not find the household head in house. Later on, the
household head came to my place of residence and directly charged me why I

had visited his house in his absence « He was asking lotsof questions without
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bothering for any reply. He abused me like anything in front of so many

people. I felt very embarrased and humiliated.

Eventually, with the influence of Karim and others, the actual cause of
his erratic  behaviour was revealed. "This man was preparing papers for
his grandson (with whom I talked) to send him England as a son of his
nephew. He thought that as an officer of the British High Commission, I
went to his house to enquire into the matter. That impression about me made

him angry. He finally apologized and asked me to forget and forgive.



CHAPTER - II

INTRODUCING THE VILLAGE

Bangladesh appeared on the world map as a sovereign state on December *
16, 1971, following the war of liberation from March 25 to December 16,
1971. The area constituting the country was under Muslim rule for five
and half centuries i‘é., ffom 1201 to 1757 A.D. and passed into British hands
after the defeat of the last sovereign ruler, Nawab Sirajuddowla, at the
Battle of Palassey on June 23, 1957. The British ruled over India for nearly
190 years i.e., from 1757 to 1947 when the country was a part of the British
Indian provinces of Bengal and Assam. With the termination of British rule
in August, 1947,it constituted the Hastern wing of Pakistan and was known
as Bast Pakistan for about 24 years i.e., from August 14, 1947 to Harch 25,

1971.1

According to 1981 census the total population of Bangladesh is 89.91
million. Among this population 84.8 per cent péople live in the rural areas
while only 15.2 per cent are urban inhabitants. Again, this huge population
live in the territory of 55,578 square miles, one of the highest densities
.of population in the world, i.e., 1703 per square mile in 198%, Male female
ratio is, 106 males per 100 females.g

The principal source of the economy of Bangladesh is agriculture. It

employs 61.3% per cent of the total labour force and directly contributes 46

11983—84 Statistical Year Book of Bangladesh, December 1984. Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics, Statistical Division, Ministry of Planning, Government
of Bangladesh.

2Ibid., D Y




46

per cent of the Gross Domestic Product. Industry contributes only 10

per cent of the GDP.3

After the administrative reorganization by the present government the
number of districts in the country has risen from 23 to 64. The newly
created districts were the former sub-divisions. Each district consists of
gseveral Upazilas and each Upazilé consists of several unions. There are
460 Upazilas and around 4350 unions in the country. Again, each union
consists of geveral villages. The position of Londonigaon village in the

5

National Administrative Structure” is shown in page 47.

History

We could not get any specific information alt..! the past history of
the village. Any written or official documents which could inform us about
its past tradition could not be found out either from the village, or from
the Bishwanath Union Office, Sub-Registrar Office, and the Tahshil Office.
So, it is not possible for us to say anything specifically about the past of
the village., However, from discussion with the old people of Londonigaon
more or less we have come to know about their past. They were very poor
and had to work hard for a meal a day. They had to get out early in the
morning everyday in search of work and had to come baék only with two anas
after working the whole day. At that time, i.e., in the decade of 1920's

the wage of a day labourer was only two anas i.e., one eighth of a taka.

>Ibid., pe T

4-After the administrative reorganization by the government of Fresident
H.M. Ershad the former thana has been upgraded with a new nomenclature
Upazila., As the field work was conducted before the reorganization we huve
retained the name, i.e., thana throughout the dissertation,

5
Ibido y Pp- 4_5-
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There was no work inside village at that time.  ...ost all the inhabitants
were landless, Their condition was more or less the same, and they had to
'go to the near-by villages in search of work. There was no rich man, no

zamindar in the village. Therefore, tkererxs no Choudhury Bari, Talukdar

Bari, Master Bari, Daroga Bari is found in Londonigaon, except for some

Sareng Baris. In the beginning of this century some pecple worked in

Mahajan's boats as they had no boats for themselves.

If we pay attention to the geographical condition of the village, we
will understand that in the past no rich man thought of settling in here.
In the monsoon the whole village went under water as the river Bashia flooded
its two sides every year. To understand why the houses of this village are
clustered in small places we have to know these things. The village was
called the 'poor men's village' as all the inhabitants were poor. 1In fact,
the opportunity of working in the ship attracted many who wanted to develop
their economic condition., Afterwards they settled in England and took others
to there. They used to send lots of money to thei'r families and the economic
affluence led to a gradual change in the socio-¢ . .omic conditions of the

pecple of the village.

Location of the Village

Bishwanath thana is situated 10 miles south-west of Sylhet town and
is directly connected with the metal road. The thana headquarter is about
24 miles interior from Rashidpur point situated on the right side of the
Sylhet-Dhaka highway. The condition of the 2% miles long road that has
connected Bishwanath with Hashidpur is precarious cue to the lack of proper

maintenance, though a large number of scutters, mini buses and buses run



BIHWANATH UPAZILLA
. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

INDE X

/

| URRZILLA BOUNDERY'" e

| UNION BOUNDERY-+ =+ —="—="=~ & ~ UPAZILLA
| UPAZILLA HE’ADQUARTER é §YLHET SADAR
! UPAZILA P.S. - @

{ ROAD - 1
RIVER . ) \
UNION HE AD QUARTER © = LAMA KAZI { \
| STUDY AREA e N 4 _ /S
| (LONDONI GAON MAUZA) 3 F i .

we —o--.

f—--o_n.._‘.

.

Ly g H/aIANII GAON |
UPAZILLA CHHATAK j . e

\‘L"‘w“ b & '. : ./‘""‘- \

.- ; 4 O .-
¢ L N\ ALONKARY ) )
N ] of '\
RaMPASHAL ™\

FRPINESIR. Y )"

' o | ra “5 ./ J
DOULATRUR| .~ el

OJEN BISHWANATH
/.-a\.. DASH GHAR -“\-f.-m-_\., - ? [

T

nf i
3 \ B [. .-J/..._ﬂ‘
UPAZILLA™—--. P ( uPAZILLA
JAGANNATHPUR™, ! DAOKALA§$H

) J 7" [ BaLAGANY

SCALE "= 2 MILES

FIG. 2



49

along this road towards Sylhet everyday. The village we have selected is

ground two miles in the north-west from Bishwanath and is situated on the
right side of the Bishwanath-Rashidpur road and on the left side of the river
Bashia. Though the road which has turned inside the village from Bishwanath-
Rashidpur-road is completely non-metal, it has culverts on it where they

are needed and due maintenance can make it well-motorable. The geographical
boundary of the village is that, the river Bashia is on the north-west, the.
Ahmada and the Kanipur mouzas are on the south and the south Sirajpur mouza
is on the east. According to the settlement pattern the village has got six

areas — Dakhhiner Atti, Puran Atti? Majher Atti, Puber Atti, Nadir Par

and Shakhhar Par. The reason for this clustered pattern of houges is that

the ground (level) in these places is high. In the monsoon when the whole
area goes under water, each cluster looks like an island in the sea as water
normally cammot reach the houses. The grain and crops of the village are

taken to the Bishwanath market by boats through the river Bashia.

Demographic and Socio-~economic Characteristics

At the time of field work the population of Londonigaon was 427. The
most striking feature was the predominance of female population. About 59
per ceﬁt of the total population of the village were females. The high rate
of female population is due to the large scale migration of male membérs.

If we include the total number of migrants in the village population then
the situation would be completely different., Total number of migrants are

126. Ninety four of them are males. So after their inclusion in the village

6

'Atti' means cluster.
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population the ratio between the males and females becomes 49 per cent and

51 per cent respectively. Another important aspect of the village population
is that, between the age group 25-29 only five are males while 28 are
females. All of these females are housewives maintaining the households

in the absence of their husbands.
Table - 3

Distribution of Population of - Londonigaon
by Age and Sex

Age . Male : Female : Total
Group ) No. i % i No. | 9% 1 No, ! o

0 -4 26 6.09 43 10.07 69 16.16
B v G 38 8,89 47 1].,01 85 1991
10 - 14 2 4.92 32 T.49 53 12,41
15 - 19 16 3.75 22 5,15 38 8.89
20 - 24 T 398 13 3.04 30 T 02
25 - 29 5 W7 8 6.66 3% 7 a8
30 - 34 22 2.81 12 281 24 5. 68
35 ~ 49 i 1.64 15 Sahl 22 5.15
40 - 44 3 0.70 8 187 11 2.58
45 - 49 7 1.64 8 1.87 15 Ba50
50 = 54 ) 8 P 1 1.64 12 2.81
90 = H 4 0.94 9 2.11 13 3.04
60+ 16 B TH 6 1.40 22 515
Total s 177 Al B 250 58,69 427 100,00

Ve have mentioned earlier that during the ti . census the population

of the village was 427. The total number of migrants were 126. Including
migrants the total number of population was 55%. It means that 23 per cent

of the total population migrated to their different destinations outside

the country.
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The total population is divided into 68 households. The average size of
fagilies; in this‘village is 6.28, It is found that according to 1974

census the total population of Londonigaon was 365. Among them 46 per cent

(168) were malesand 54 per cent (197) were females. Migration of male members
could be the most probable explanation for this situation. Again, according
to the 1961 census the total number of population was 397 of which 192

(4&%) were_malesand 205 (52%) were females. This predominance of female
‘population is more because of migration than any demographic cause. We

have seen in the previous chapter that the tradition of migration from
Londonigaon village could be traced back at least to the decade of 1930s,

if not more.

"hus, this difference is increasing more rapidly. Because, in 1961
male-female rate was 48 and 52 per cent; in 1974 it was 46 and 54 per cent

and in our survey it is 41 per cent and 59 per cent.

kiducation

It is revealed that out of the total 427 persons of Londonigaon none
has crossed the level of Secondary School Certificate Examination, Though
the table depicts that 101 (28%) have some education, i.e., literate and rest
257 (72%) are illiterate, only 3 per cent of these 28 per cent could cross
the primary level and 25 per cent are in different stages of primary level,
It may be mentioned here that in our statistics we have also included those
who have just started their schooling. Though 27 :r cent entered the

primary school, many of them had left it even before crossing the primary

level.
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Again, the age group 5-14 represents 19 per cent (68) of the total
literate persons, and in the age group 40-60 there is not a single person who
has any kind of education, possibly because during their time the socio=-
economic condition of the people of the village was not good; so their
parents did not even think of sending them to school; but with the change
of their soclo-economic condition, these people have become conscious about
the importance of education and are sending their wards to school. The
village has a beautifully conmstructed mosque. Apart from five times prayer
a day, it is used for religious teaching among children. There was no primary

school in the village during the time of survey.

Occupation

Like many other villages of Bangladesh farmi~ :nd farm-based activities
are the principal occupations of 95 per cent households of Londonigaonj; and
the remaining five per cent of them are involved in different non-agricultural
occqpations such as, working in the mosque as Muajjeen, driving, business, etc,

Table - 5 shows the distribution.

It may be mentioned here that we only mentioned the primary occupations,

there are also secondary occupations among the villagers.

Utilization of Land

The village falls under Purba Janaia Mouza. The area of Loudonigaon is

approximately 130 acres. This data has been taken from the Land map and
Land record of the village which were collected from the Bishwanath thana
revenue office. The use of land for different purposes has been shown in

Table - 6.
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Table = 5

Distribution of Primary Occupations of Migrant

and Non-migrant Families in Londonigaon

54

. . . ! Migrant Respon- | Non-migrant Respon- |
’ t i 1 m -
Setatn ! dents' families | dents' families ; Tatai
! No. | % ; No., | % L No. | %

Agriculture 44 64.70 Al 30,08 65 95.58

Business 1 Lo A7 . - - 1 1.47

Muaj jeen - - 1 T 1 LT

Driving - - 1 Ay 1 1.47
 Total: 45 66.18 23 3%, 82 68 100,00

Table -~ 6
Distribution of Different Types of
Land of Londonigaon
v Total Amount '

i P ' ' b

Types of Land ! Ei neres) : Percentage

Shail T9:71 Bdahy

Aman T2l B 55

Boro 8.28 6y 5T

Seed-bed 14.26 10,97

Homestead 1L.B5 9.10

Pallow land 2.08 1.60

Road, Mosque, Pond,

Graveyard, etc. 15.63 12.02

Total : 130.00 100,00




Muble — 6 depicts that 54.39 per cent of the total area of the village

is two crops land which is known in the village as shail. Horo is cultivated

in 6.37 per cent land while Aman in 5.55 per cent, 10.97 per cent land is
used as seed-bed. Therefore, 77.28 per cent land of Londonigaon is under
cultivation. lomestead claims 9.10 per cent of the total acreage. As we
have seen that for geographical reasons the houses are not scattered, rather
concentrated in particular places. These places are called Attis (clusters).
Je have already mentioned that the village is divided into a few Attis. As
houses are concentrated in Attis the amount of land used for homestead is
very small. 2.08 acres of land are left as fallow land. Remaining 15.63
acres of land is used for different purposes such as roads, mosque, graveyard,
garden, cremation ground, pouds, etc. Though there was no llindu population
in Londonigaon during our investigation, 0.03 acres was kept for a cremation
ground. It is assumed that Londonigaon had some Hindu population in the

past, but at present this place is not used for this purpose.

The agriciltural land in Londonigaon is quite fertile. Due to the
existence of Bashia river the village is inundated every year during monsoon

and because of the siltation the land becomes more and more fertile.



CHAPTER -~ 111

TIME, CAUSES AND PROCESS OF MIGRATTON

Though the process of large-scale migration from Bangladesh received
momentum in the last decade, in no ways migration is a post-independence
phenomenon, The period of migration from Bangladesh can broadly be divided

into three phases:

i) migration during the British period;
ii) wigration during the Pakistan period; and

iii) migration since the birth of Bangladesh.

r

Migration During the British Period

The Emigration Act of 1922 indicates that substantial migration had been
taking place from British India in the early period of this century. However,
it is not possible to find out whether emigration of any significant size
took place from the territories now comprising Bangladesh. It is believed
that most of the emigration took place to build railroads and other projects
in former British colonies like Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Piziland, Mauritius,
Malaysia, Trinidad and Tobago. From an interview with an official who dealt
with this in the then central government of Pakistan, it appears that except
for a few cases in Mauritius and Trinidad - Tobago, there was no migrant

population of Bangladesh origin in other countries.

1 , "

Hlogsain, A.R.M. Anwar, "Development of Manpower Export and Profile of
Migrants from Bangladesh" in Labor Migration from Bangladesh to the Middle
East. World Bank Stuff Working Paper No. 454, 1981, Dhaka, pp. 3-4.
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Apart from this, during the early part of this century,small number
of Bangladeshi migrated abroad. Most of them were seamen. Since Bangladesh
as a part of India was a colony of British kmpire, these seamen could easily
find jobs in the British merchant navy. From time to time some of them

deserted the ships and managed inland employments in the United Kingdom.,

These early migrants, whatever their size be, had subsequently played
a significant role in establishing a chain of migrants to the U.K. from

Bangladesh.

Migration During the Pakistan Period

Large—scale migration from Bangladesh (the then Last Pakistan) started
after the partition of India in 1947. 7People from Bangladesh especially
from the eastern district of gylhet developed a strong sea-faring tradition,
and for many years they found work as seamen on ships out of Calcutta, Bombay
and Singapore. However, since partition removed the Indian ports as work
outlets, the seamen had two options before them, either to seek employment
in the U.K. or to return home. For economic reasons,most of them decided to
stay in Britain. The situation in that country was also in their favour.
Because, after the World War II British economy was virtually shattered; she
faced the gigantic task of economic reconstruction which required adequate
manpower. As a result, the British Government adopted a policy of atiracting
workers from overseas countries, especially from many parts of the Commonwealth.
It may be mentioned here that, though passports have been existing since the time
of William Pitt, the first tentative legislation aimed at curbing the influence
of kuropean refugees was enactedrgn 1911, This remained in force until

succeeded by the Aliens Order of 1953, UHeither of these Acts restricted in

any way the movement of Commonwealth citizens or erstwhile British Subjects.



As a Government policy, manpower export from Bangladesh on a large
scale can be traced to the British Emigration Act introducing the system of
issuing employment vouchers to overseas people seeking employment in the U.K.
In the 1950s, it was observed that the actual job offers were made mostly
for the lower professions under the employment voucher system and a large
number of labourers especially from Sylhet emigrated to the United Kingdom.2
In the 1960s the flow of emigration fell considerably and primary immigration
to Britain gradually became standstill in 1970s. It is because of the
enforcement of the first Commonwealth Immigrants Act of 1962 which did
restrict the free movement of Commonwealth citizens and this Act was subse-
quently amended by the 1968 Commonwealth Immigrants Act. Both Commonweal th
and Alien legislation were later amalgamated into the 1971 Immigration Act

which remains in force.

Migration Since the Birth of Bangladesh

uring the third phase people shifted their destination from industrially
developed England to the oil-exporting Middle-Eastern and North-African
countries. The demand for labour in the oil-exporting states reached a new
pitch after 1973, when more rapid economic development ensued. After this
time, the demand for labour wasg both qualitatively and guantitatively
extensive, seeking the work-forces essential to such rapid development

programmes.

2Tbid., p. 4

5Information on all immigration legislation in the U.K. was provided by
J.R. Moore, First Secretary, British High Commission, Consular and Immigration
Section, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

4Birks, J.S. and C.A. Sinclair. "Contemporary International Migration and
Human Resources Development in the Arab Region: Background and Policy Issues"
in Population and Development in the Middle Kast, published by United Nations
Economic Coumission for Wegtern Asia, p. 260.
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In 1975, the major labour importing countries were Algeria, Bahrain,
Iran, Iraqg, Xuwait, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
and the United Arab kmirates. They host to more than two million immigrant
workers, comprising 2.6 per cent of their total population and 11.0 per cent
of the indigenous labour force. The major labour exporting countries were

Lgypt, Jordan, the Syriyan Arab Republic and Yemen.b

By 1975 some Asian labour was belng used in the Arab world but on a
small secale. Only in the United Arab Emirates and Oman did Asian labour

make a substantial contribution to the labour force in 1975.

Indians and Pakistanis have long been involved in economic development
in the Middle-Fast. As traders and entrepreneurs they existed in small
numbers, under the traditional economic order in Arabian Peninsula. Indians
and Pakistanis continued to make a contribution to the labour market,
becoming associated with certain tasks and established in particular

countries, such as Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain.

Though Bangladesh entered into the Middle-Lastern job market in a large
scale in the second half of the last decade, even before the creation of

Bangladesh people from this region were also in the Middle-East.

People originated from present-day Bangladesh have been migrating to
oil-rich Middle-BEast countries for the last twenty years. Beginning in the

early sixties small numbers, mostly from the district of Chittagong, migrated

Birks, J.5. and C.A. Sinelair. "Contemporary International Migration
and Human Hesources Development in the Arab Hegion: Background and Policy
Issues" in op. cit., pp. 260-263.
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unofficially to Saudi Arabia and (Qatar. Some of these people who had
been to Saudi Arabia during the early sixties managed to obtain Saudi
nationality; they are now found in different occupations, including self-
owned small business, namely in Mecca and Medina. Those who went to atar

are known to have found work mostly in Doha Port and (jatar Nevigation

Department.7

It ig revealed from the government statistics that 149377 Bangladeshi
nationals left the country on employment from 1977 to 198l. Out of them
97.37 per cent migrated only to North Africa and Middle-East countries.

They were the U.A.L., Qatar, Kuwait, Iran Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Libya, Bahrain

and Oman.

The early migrants are significantly responsible for such a large scale
migration from Bangladesh. Hossain identified four important ways which
according to him enhanced the flow of migration. Firstly, they (migrants)
took enoruwous trouble to reach the country of their demand and to find
employment through their own efforts, which set an example for those who
followed. Secondly they made their services available to the employers at
lower cost than that of other workers. Thirdly, they pleased their employers
by their manners and output which created an image and the employers feel
confident aboul them, Fourthly, the Bangladeshi labourers maintained a link

with their homeland and some of them successfully negotiated deals with their

7Hossain, AWM. Anwar, "Development of Manpower Export and Prefile
of Migrants from Bangladesh" in op. cit., p. 5.

8 : B :
Bureau of Statistics for 1975 data. DBureau of Manpower, Employment
and Training for 1976-1982 data.
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employers inviting them to recruit workers from Bangladesh. Initially the
early migrants were the only source which linked the Middle~Eastern

employers with the workers in Bangladesh.g

In addition to that Bangladeshi migrants living in Britain also helped
their kith and kin to migrate to the Middle-Kastern countries. However, in
1976 government formulated a policy of manpower export which also created

a congenial atmosphere for large scale migration.

Causes of Migration
£

The migration from Bangladesh ig not a matter of long past. Yet it is
not known for sure when, why and how the people of Bangladesh started
migrating initially. Moreover, it is to be noted that the peeplewho.emigrated
especially during the first two phases were mostly from one particular
region of Bangladesh, i.e. the Eastern District of Sylhet. IPurthermore,
it is also not known why and how such a large number of people could migrate
from a land-locked area. Again, it remains unexplained how people from
Sylhet region developed a strong sea-faring tradition being located around
three hundred miles away from the sea. It could have been understandable
had it been a coastal ;a.rea. Thus the causes, process and the time of
migration from Hangladesh cannot eagily be determined. It requires serious
investigation to discover the truth. [Lxtensive study on the following issues

would lead us to reach into a reasonable conclusion in this regard:

9
Hossain, AWM. Anwar. "Development of Manpower Export and Profile
of Migrants from Bangladesh" in op. cit., p. 6.
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i) internal migration (both immigration and emigration)

from Sylhet;
ii)  existence of haors and navigable rivers in Sylhet;

iii) land tenure system of Sylhet; and

iv) existence of ship building industry in Sylhet,

Internal Migration

It is evident from the historical evidences that Sylhet experiences
quite a large scale movement of people both in the form of emigration and

immigration.

Large scale tea plantation in the district of Sylhet during the latter
part of the 19th century required to import coolies (tea garden labourers)
from the neighbouring districts of Bihar and Orissa.lo During the ten
years ending with 1900 over one lakh fortyone thousand coolies were
imported.11 The total number of immigrants was one lakh sixty-four thousand
eight hundred and ninety five (1,64,895), but a considerable proportion of
these persons were not coolies. They had entered Sylhet from Hill Teppara
and the three neighbouring districts of Bengal, i.e., Mymensingh, Teppara

and Dhaka.12

S0 far as emigration is concerned Sylhet sent 25,971 persons in 1901,

to the neighbouring districts of the Cachar plains. It needs hardly be said

lOAt that time the Indo-Pak-Bangladesh subcontinent was under the

British Rule and, therefore, internal movement was not restricted.

i1Allen, B.C. Assam District Gazetteers, Volume II - Sylhet,
Calcutta, 1905, Chap., III, p. 68.

L2

Thiidss s GB-59,



that the district could easily afford to space these men. But in places there
was considerable pressure on the soil, and due to the introduction of railway
through the North Cachar Hills, some of Sylhet's teeming thousands passed

13

across into the fertile plains of the Assam valley.

Though no direct linkage can be established between migration (i.e.,
immigration and emigration) and picking up jobs in the ships, we must not
ignore the fact that both psychological and cultural aspects play an
important role in the decision making process of migration. And once
migration is taken place migrants become psychologically and culturally
more adjustable; and the psychological barrier which usually stems out of
feeling for the place of birth no longer exists. This change makes a man
more desperate and enterprising to accept any new profession for better

living.

This view can be substantiated by a recent study that the immigrants

are less bound by tradition, and as a result they are quite adaptable to

14

new ideas and thoughts,

l)Ibid., Chap. III, p. T70.

14A study was conducted in 1980 on a cluster of villages. The main
purpose of the study was to collect socio-economic information. Bahar colony
was one of the villages where study was also conducted. This village
possessed different socio-economic characteristics. The principal reason
for variation was that the inhabitants of this village were immigrants from
Agsam Province of India who came in the early sixties. The villagers of Bghar
Colony were mainly dependent on non-agricultural sources of income., Again
the village was less bound by tradition and so the villagers were quite
adaptable to new thoughts and ideas. Through migrating from their motherland
for the necessity of their own existence, the villagers of Bahar Colony broke
with many of their traditional beliefs, practices and values. And in the
process they became more adaptable than the other typical villages, [Village
Development Training Program - Basic Social and Economic Information on
llouseholds, by Kamal Ahmed Choudhury and Ashraf Uddin Ahmed, mDimeo,
International Voluntary Services, Inc., Dhaka, June 1980, pp. ?—85J7
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Though this loss and gain of population is not very significant in
the context of total population of the districts, it paves the way for
those who were in serious economic pressure to take up a vital decision,
either to move to the fertile land of Assam valley or to pick up any kind
of job which would ensure their economic solvency, does not matter even if

it is in the ships.

Existence of Haors and Navigable Rivers in Sylhet

That geography or natural environment has a determining effect upon
man and his culture is not a new idea rather it goes back at least to
Aristotle, who believed that the greatness of the Greeks was due primarily
to the favourable physical environment in which they lived. In modern time,
Montesquieu was one of the first to expound the theory that geography

15

determines both the physical and psychological qualities of man.

Let us now examine the above theories keeping our original question in
mind whether geographical condition of Sylhet had played any part to induce
the people of certain areas of Sylhet to pick up jobs in the ships which

ultimately helped to develop a sea-faring tradition among them.

Syed Murtoza Ali in his book Profile of Personalities quoted Robert

Lindsay16 who gave an interesting account of his journey to Sylhet during

the night of monsoon. Lindsay stated that he would be disbelieved when - -

lsKoening, Samuel., Sociology — An Introduction to the Science of
Society, Barnes & Noble Inc., New York, 1969, p. 40.

:
*6Hobert Lindsay was appointed Collector of Sylhet in 1778. Prior
to his posting at Sylhet he was stationed at Dhaka.




65

he said that in pointing his boat towards Sylhet he had to recourse to

his compass, the same as at sea and gteered straight course through a lake
not less than 100 miles in extent, occasionally passing through villages,
built on artificial mounds —- but so scanty was the ground, that each house
had a canoce attached to it., 'Those who have seen the haor areas in Sunamgan]

17

during rains would agree that his description holds good even today.

Apart from this, trade and commerce of the district were carried out
lhrough vater transports. During the rains big steamers came up from
Calcutta and called at different stations. Small steamers ran up the Surma
from Markhali past Sunamganj and Chhatak to Sylhet town. In the cold weather,
the big steamefs went right upto Chhatak but beyond that point there was
not enough water in the Surma for them during the dry season.lB But the
greater part of the trade of the district was, however, carried not by

19
steamers but by country boats.™”

Lindsay's account of the geographical condition of Sylhet helps us to
reach in an apparent conclusion that the physical environment of Sylhet was

: : : 4 : 20
guite favourable to go for job as a sailor. Again, steamer services

17Ali, Murtoza. Profile of Personalities, as the first few pages of
the only available book have been lost, it is not known when, where and by
whom the book was published.

lBﬁ.llen, B.C. Assam Digtrict Gazetteers, Vol. II, Sylhet, Calcutta,
1905, Chap. VI, p. 182,

191bid., Chap. VI, p. 183.
2O’J;'hese steamers were owned and managed by the India General Steam
Navigation Company Ltd., whose managing agenls were Messers Kilburn & Co.,
4, Fairlic Place, Calcutta, and the Rivers Steam Navigation Co. whose agents
are Messers Meniell & Co., 2-1, Clive Ghat Street, Calcutta.
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(though for the purpose of commerce and trade) had linked Calcutta directly
with the different parts of that region. As a result, communication between
Calcutta and Sylhet became much easier. Although these factors could not

imperically establish the aforesaid proposition, in no way it disproves

the possibility for a boatman to become a sailor.

Existence of the Ship Building Industry

It is very difficult to believe that once Sylhet was in a position to
build sea=-going ships. This fact is very significant for our present
purpose., According to Assam District Gazetteers, boat-building had always
been an important industry in Sylhet, Mr. Lindsay who was Collector there
in 1780, built one ship of 400 tons burden, which drew 17 feet of water when
fully loaded. He also built a fleet of 20 ships and sent them to Madras

loaded with rice, on the occasion of a scarcity in that Presidency.2

It is surprising that these ships built at a distance of 300 miles from
the sea-coast could stand the strain of a journey to Madras. It was one
Captain Thomas who was of great help in building ships. He employed the
cange builder of Sylhet in building his ships. Lven to this day seamen

from Sylhet are seen in large number in ships plying all over the world.22

From our above discussion one can safely conclude that it is neither

unusual nor unexpected for a Sylhetee to pick up a job of a sailor,

21A11en, B.C. Assam District Gazetteers, Vol, II, Sylhet, Calcutta,
1905, Chap. V4 p. 156.

22 pperial Gazetteers of India, Vol. XIII, London 1887, p. 152,
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Land Tenure System of Sylhet

We know that historically in Bengal land was the main form of wealth
and agriculture was the main form of economy. Sylhet is no exception to
that, though of course, land tenure system of Sylhet was unlike the land
tenure system of the rest of Bengal. Since economy is one of the deter-
mining factors of migration, it can naturally be expected that the peculiar
land tenure system of Sylhet could be a collaborating factor of picking up
alternative jobs apart from agriculture. As it is seen that most of the
wigrants are from the rural areas, one can very well deduce that the rural
areas, l.e,, the agriculture sector could not sustain her people in her own

economy .

One of the chief peculiarities was the smallness of agricultural
holdings. !Yerhaps in no other district of Bengal or Assam had the Sub-
division of landed property becn carried to a greater extent. Anything
above five acresg3 was considered to be a large holding for the support of
a cultivator with a family; % acres made a comfortable farm, and anything
below 1. acres was a very small one, and barely afforded subsistence. For
ingtance it may be mentioned that out of 78,000 estates on the rent roll
of the district in 1870 upwards of 20,000 paid a land tax of not more than
two shillings a year.24 Quite a significant number of this class gradually

became poorer because of the smallness of land and the Muslim Inheritence

Law by which land continuously became divided into small plots. Thus, they

2jImperial Cazetteers of India, Vol. XIII, London 1887, p. 153.
24

Thid,y p. 153
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became landless and had to look for other alternative jobs which presumably,

created a large number of job-oriented families in Sylhet,

50 far we have discussed why some people of Sylhet went for a job
other than agriculture. It is not only a matter of luck and chance that
one fine morning one gets a job of a sailor. We have already discussed the
favourable geographical condition of Sylhet for such a profession. Even if
anyone wanted to become a sailor he had to overcome a lot of intervening
obstacles which was almost impossible for a plain and simple poor rural
illiterate person. There must have been some media through which the rural

people found jobs in the ships.

To discover the actual process of migration in general a lot of
interviews were taken especially from among the old people who know ébout
it. One such person was Natai Mia who served for 40 years as an employee
of Kilburn & Co. in Fenchuganj, a port on the bank of the river Kushiara.
He was of the opinion that, Aftab Ali of the Kathalkai village of Bishwanath
thana was the main media through whom a large number of people found jobs
in sea-going vessels. Aftab Ali was a very influential man in Calcutta Port.
He was also General Secretary of the Sea-men Association. Natai Mia told me
that Yusuf Ali and Zafar Ali of the village Bhadeshwar under the Gopalganj
thana were sea-men (Khalashi) suppliers. Both of them had got their houses
in Khidirpur dockyard. They collecﬁed people who wanted to take up the
challenging job of sea-manship and sent them to Calcutta. They had to provide
them with food and shelter in Calcutta and when a ship anchored at there after
a voyage the old Khalashis went on vacation and were replaced by another

batech of Khalashis. After the vacation the old batch again Jjoined the ship.
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Both Zafar Ali and Yusuf Ali had links with the shipping companies, They
used to fix up the salaries of the Khalashis with the companies and besides

their commission they also used to deduct the expenditure they had to spend

for them.

Apart from these, there was a different process of migration we have
come to know from our interview,which had no relation with sea-manship.
During the British rule tea plantation had been started by some British
companies in Sylhet. These companies sent their own men to manage these
gardens., The nature of their jobs obliged them to live within the gardens
and rely upon their local coocks for the preparation of their daily food,
As the tea-gardens were isolated and located far away from the town, the
life there was very much boring. To get rid of this monotonous life they
required divertions. One of these was to take interest on varieties of
local food prepared by the local cooks. Some of these British managers were
so much fond of the local food that even after the completion of their
assignment they took their cooks back with them to England, In this way
many Sylhetee went to England and later on some of them started catering
business there. Subsequently they took their kith and kin to meet up the

expanding demand of manpower.

However, there cannot be one single cause of migration as it always
takes place with the combination of different factors. Of course the
importance of the factors varies in different situations., Inter-district
migration, favourable geographical condition, peculiar land tenure system
and a long ranging tradition of ship-building industry together have created
a congenial atmosphere and the kinship relationship eventually completed the

process.,
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Migration from Londonigaon Village

50 far we have discussed in general about the causes and process of
early migration from Bangladesh especially in the context of Sylhet district,

Now we shall focus our attention to a particular village i.e., our study area

to discover the actual causes and process of migration from that village.

The village under study had a long ranging tradition of seamanship.
People from this village, even in the early part of this century served as
sailors in the different sea-going vessels which used to ply all over the
world., It is very difficult to ascertain as to why, when, and how this
process had started. Due to the lack of any authentic yritten document we
have no other option but to rely only on personal interviews. Our account
of early migration from Londonigaon village highlighted purely on the basis
of information supplied by the villagers and a few migrants who had been in

the U.X.

Countries of Migration

Out of 68 households of Londonigaon village 45 have one or more migrants
in their family. The total number of migrants from Londonigaon during the
time of field study was 126. Migrants from Londonigaon village concentrated
their place of migrétion to one particular country i.e., U.K. Out of the
total 126 migrants 114, i.e., 90 per cent migrated to the United Kingdom.
Among the rest 10 per cent, 8 per cent to Saudi Arabia, one per cent to

Kuwait and one per cent to Bahrain. Table - 7 shows the distribution.

There is no dispute among the respondents and the old members of the
village about the time of firat migration from Londonigaon. But it is very

difficult to identify and locate the first migrant or migrants as the
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Table - 7

Distribution of Londonigaon Migrants by their
Destination of Migration

i 1
Countries of Migration : No. of Migrants : Percentage
| 1
United Kingdom 114 90
Saudi Arabia 10 8
Kuwait 1 i
Bahrain 1 L
Tobad 126 100

villagers very much differ from one another on this issue. It seems to me
that this issue has become a matter of prestige to them and as a result
more than one claimed that their families were the first to set the example

of migration and the other migrants were only their followers.

Information collected on the present migrants revealed that many of
them went to the Unitgd Kingdom in 1940s. Table -~ 8 shows the year and

country-wise distribution of migration from Londonigaon village.

It is revealed from the table that 13 per cent people migrated to the
U.K. in 1940s. Seventeen per cent in the decade of 1950s. Increasing
trend of migration again decreased in the 1960s, when 13 per cent migrated
to the United Kingdom. This was due to the introduction of Commonwealth
Immigrants Act which came into force in 1962. This Act did restrict the free

movement of Commonwealth citizens or erstwhile British subjects and again
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Table - 8

Distribution of Londonigaon Migrants by countries
and Time of Migration

- Countries :
Year of ! United | Saudi ! ' ) ! Grand Total
Migration | Kingdom | Arabia | Euwad.t i Balizald :

{No. i % {No.! % {No.! % | No. } % ! No,! %
1940-1949 16 13 - - - - - - 16 13
1950-1959 Be 17 = = = - = = 2t 17
1960-1969 16 1% = ~ = - = = 16 13
191Q=19 79 45 56 6 5 = - 1 1 52 42
1980~ 15 11 4 3 I 1 - - 20 15
Total 114 90 10 a8 gl 1 1 ! 126 100

this Act was subsequently amended by the 1968 Commonwealth Immigrants Act.
Both Commonwealth and Alien Legislationyere later amalgamated into the 1971
Immigration Act which virtually stopped the flow of primary immigration to
the United Kingdom. But the above table shows that the largest number of
people emigrated to the United Kingdom from Bangladesh during the decade

of 1970s. Mostlof the primary emigration (emigration of heads of households)
took place in the decade of 1940s, 1950s and 1960s, and after the intro-
duction of 1971 Tmmigration Act, there was no longer any provision in law
for significant primary impigration to the U.K. The vast majority that has

been proceeding to the U.K. since 1971 are dependents of heads of households

already settled there.
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Pfable - 8 reveals another important fact that migration to the Middle-
Fastern countries started in the decade of 1970s. The reason was obvious,
We have already mentioned that Immigration Act of 1971 has prohibited any
primary immigration to the U.K. And on the other hand, after the Arab-
Israel War in 1973, the increase in oil price created an economic boom for
the Middle Bastern countries and as a result huge job opportunities were
created there. Due to the immigration restriction those who could not go
to the United Kingdom now decided to go to the Middle Kastern countries,

The choice of emigrating to those countries was no less rewarding than that

of the U.K. Another important factor also influenced the process of migration
in the Middle Eastern countries, especially in the Saudi Arabia. Saudi

Arabia did not recognize Bangladesh after its inception in 1971. It recog-
nized Bangladesh after the change of government in 1975.25 Since then

migration to Saudi Arabia virtually started.

Process of Migration

Since migration did not take place at one particular time and, of
course, not also in one country, different situations dictated to adopt
different ways and means to materialize the decision of migration. Table - 9
shows how the process of migration was completed through adopting different

means and ways.

25
Hussain, Akmal. "Bangladesh and the Muslim World"in Emajuddin ahmed
(ed.) Foreign Policy of Bangladesh — A Small State's Imperative. The
University Press Limited, Dhaka 1982, p. 88.
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Table ~ 9

Process of Migration from Londonigaon

1 §
Frocess of Migration : Number i Percentage
i 1
Seaman deserter L2 9
FPamily passport 68 54
Medical passport 5 4
Lnployment wvoucher 25 20
British Army 4 3
Private Recruiting Agents 6 5
*omra vissa 6 5
Total: 126 100

¥ Omra is a pilgrimage outside the season of the Haj.

Seaman deserters: Seamen deserters were considered as the early

migrants of the village. It was found that out of the total migrants nine
per cent were seamen deserters. All of them got their jobs in different
sea—going vessels through Khidirpur dock. We have already mentioned that
Aftab Ali of Kathalkai village of Bishwanath thana was the main media through
whom large number of people from Sylhet found jobs as sailors. Aftab Ali
hails from Biishwanath thana and the village under study also falls under

the administrative jurisdiction of the same thana; as a result early acquain-
tance with Aftab Ali significantly helped the early migrants of Londonigaon

village to get jobs in ships. Initially seaman deserters had no legal
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passports to enter the UK. After leaving the ship they managed some
inland Jjobs; later on they legalized their entrance in the country and
secured legal passports. Most of them are at present holding British
passports, The desertion of ships mostly took place in the decades of
1940s and 19508, We know that after the World War II Great Britain was
badly in need of huge manpower for their national reconstruction. At that
time British authorily tacitly encouraged immigration in the United Kingdom,
Immigration Department adopted a lenient attitude towards these illegal
migrants. This situation allured the brothers and neighbours tending to

follow the initial migrant who report favourably on his new environment.

Case Study - 1

Kandar Ali: Kandar All of Londonigaon village was a sailor. Herwas
seventy years old at the time of field work. In the year 19%6, he was
recruited to work in the ship by Wahidullah, a sareng in the Harrison Co.,
and an inhabitant of Bishwanath thana, who frequently visited his village
home. Wahidullah took Kandar Ali to Calcutta Port and managed a job for
him in the same shipping company at a salary of Tk. 18/- (in local currency)
per month. In the same year Kandar Ali made his maiden voyage for Singapore
from Calcutta. It may be mentioned that at that time the wages of a day
labourer were only two anas, (Tk. 0.12), i.e., around Tk. 4/~ per mensom,

On the other hand, a person working in the ship could earn more than Tk. 200/~
and could easily save around Tk. 100/00 per annum after meeting all his
expenses. It does not require mentioning that this new way of earning money
greatly stirred the village. A new horizon of economic salvation was

revealed before them., Mathematically the ratio of the monthly income

increased arcund 5 times. At that time it was really like a difficult
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expedition for the illiterate day-labourers to work in the ship and sail

for other countries, But their pressing economic need could not afford

them to spoil such an alluring chance of improving their lot., While serving
in the ship, Ali returned to his country in 19%8 with a saving of Tk. 90/-

in cash. When the World War II began in 19%9 he had still been in the

ghip, where he had started his career as a fireman. After putting five
years of service he deserted the ship as a sareng in the year 1941 and
settled down in Yorkshire, London., At that time no passport was needed to
enter the U.X. as because the Indian sub-continent was a colony of that
country. There he took up a job in an industry. Though now he is a British
citizen, he still has connections with his village home and visits his

motherland twice a year.

Wahidullah who later became supervisor of the Harrison Co. was entrusted
with the charge of loocking after all the affairs of local sailors. kach
time after a voyage a batch of %0/60 sailors came back to the port and some
others took their places. Whenever it was necessary to make a new recruit
he usually managed to employ sailors from his own locality. In this way

many others like Kandar Ali found jobs in ships.

British Army: Among the total number of migrants four (3%) persons

served in the British Army. After the end of colonial rule in India they
lost their jobs but could manage to go to the United Kingdom. They did not
gever their relationship with their kith and kins and in some cases some
members of their families joined them later on. These early migrants played
an important role in establishing a chain of migrants after the independence

of Pakistan in 1947.
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Medical Passport: During the time of interview I came to know about

a new system of collecting British entry permission which is popularly known
among the villagers as 'medical passport'. Five persons (4%) of Londonigaon
went to the United Kingdom holding medical passports. After being failed

to secure necessary permission in normal procedure, these migrants appealed
to the loecal British High Commission office to provide them with entry
permisgion to vigit the U.,K, for medical treatment, though their primary
motive was economic, not medical., As it was easier to collect an entry
permission for medical purpose, many people secured visa on fhat ground and

went to the U.K. Subsequently they legalized their stay in that country.

Fmployment Voucher System;26 Twenty-five persons (20%) of Londonigaon

village emigrated to the United Kingdom, taking full advantage of Employment
Voucher System introduced by the British Immigration Department. Most of
these early migrants obtained British citizenship by naturalization after
four or five years in the U.K. It is reported that although they migrated
as labourers, most of them have since switched over to various other pro-

27

fessions of which catering claims the maximum number.

26Employment Voucher System introduced by the British Immigration
Department provided that any body could apply for a job in the U.K. stating
his qualifications and experience on a special application form supplied by
the British Department of Imployment through Employment Exchanges, Those
forms after being duly filled in and authenticated the statement of the
candidate and his professional efficiency by the managers of the dealing
Employment fxchanges in Bangladesh, are sent back to the British Department
of Imployment which would make the final selection and issue employment
vouchers on correspond directly the candidate; other formalities like visa
ete. would then be automatic. (Hossain, A.R.M. Anwar, "Development of
Manpower Export and Profile of Migrants from Bangladesh" in Labour Migration
from Bangladesh to the Middle Fast, World Bank Staff Working Paper No. 454,
April 1981, Dhaka, p. 4.)

2
Pt

Hoggain, A.R.M. Anwar, Ibid.
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L)
Private Recruiting Agerﬁtsf8 Those who migrated to the Middle-

Fastern countries went there either through private recruiting agents or
through passage brokers. In the study area we found that out of the total
migrants six persons (5%) went abroad through private recruiting agents.
Since, the Middle-Fast = is not known to them and furthermore, as there

were no early migrants from Londonigaon, the migrants from Londonigaon had

no other option but to rely on private recruiting agents to migrate to the
Middle-lastern countries. As there was a huge gap between the job-seekers
and the jobs available abroad, the private recruiting agents found themselves
in a very comfortable bargaining position. As a result, they began to
extract illigal money from the prospective imigrants. Spurious labour
contractors started taking advantage of the situation. They began to bluff
the people by taking money and promising them jobs and later escaped with
money., Job seekers were exposed to unnecessary harrassment and exploitation
by unscrupulous people in the Immigration and Passport Department, travel
agencies, middlemen etc. In our study area we found a person who was cheated

by his agent and lost taka twenty thousand.

[z

2dPriva'te Recruiting Agents are private parties authorised by the
government to recruit personnel for overseas employment against vacancies
procured by themselves through their own efforts. The agents are supposed
to make direct contact and negotiate with the employers either by corres-
pondence or by personal visit at their own expense in order to procure
vacancies. After examining the genuineness and the terms and conditions of
the offer the Director General of Bureau of Manpower, Employment and Training
(here after IMET) gives permission to the agents to recruit the required
personnel from among the candidates already registered with the Employment
Exchanges., Often the agents recruit unregistered candidates without prior
permission and call on BMET for clearance after completion of the whole
process of recruitment. The agents do not charge any fee from the candidates,
but receive a commission from the employers for the service rendered. DBut
in most of the cases agents extract a huge amount of money from the candidates.
(Hossain, A.R.M. Anwar, Lbid., p. 12).
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Omra Visa: Six persons went to Saudi Arabia holding Omra visas
(Omra is a pilgrimage outside the season of Haj). As no Muslim can be
denied the religious right of performing Omra, these Bangladeshi travellers
could obtain temporary visas for 15 days at Jeddah airport and thus entered
the country. Later they could manage to escape notice of the Saudi Immi-
gration authorities and to stay there. In due course they found employ-
ment and were allowed to stay on even without any work visa. Inspired by
this indulgence of the Saudi authorities, Bangladeshi nationals began to get
out for that country in an ever-increasing number, mostly with the plea of

23

performing Omra or Haj.

Wamily Passport: During the time of field work it was found that the

largest number of migrants (54%) went to one country, i.e., England with
family passports. According to British Immigration law a legal immigrant
is entitled to bring his wife and children as dependents., But our field
level investigation has revealed two fraud cases regarding this kind of
migration., These two children who emigrated as dependents of the household
heads were not genuine dependents. This kind oflmigration virtually
increased after the gstrict imposition of Immigration Act by the British
authority during the decades of 1970s. When the British High Commission
came to know about these incidences they, instead of taking necessary action
against the frgud cases, became very suspicious and stringent regarding
issuing visas which has created an alarming situation and an unnecessary
harrassment to the genuine dependents. One such case we have mentioned in

our discussion on methodology (see page 41).

2y

(&
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Persons Who Offered Help in the Procegs of Migration

In every process of migration, whether internal or international, there
is a place of origin and a place of destination, In between them there are

some common obstacles such as, financial involvement, distance, transpor-
tation, intricate immigration and emigration laws of respective governments

etc. 'The importance of these obstacles varies in different situations,

In this study migration took place from a rural non-mechanized agri-
cultural setting to a highly technologically developed urban society. Again
both the places of origin and of destination are separated by a few thousand
miles. JImmigration laws in Britain gradually became stringent and virtually
it stopped any primary immigration in the decade of 1970s. Furthermore,
migrants from Londonigaon village came from a very poor economic and edu-
cational background and so it was really a gigantic task to overcome all

these complicated lengthy processes to materialize one's decision to migrate.

Now we shall see from whom the migrants under study received required
assistance in this regard. ¥From our field investigation it was found that
82 per cent migrants received direct help from their kith and kin to over-
come the intervening obstacles. Among these 82 per cent, 38 per cent
directly went to join their immigrant fathers and 16 per cent to their
husbands. Everything was done by their respective spongors. Hemaining 28
per cent were provided with necessary assistance by their respective elder
brothers (13%%), paternal uncles (7%), maternal uncles (4%) and brothers-
in-law (4%). On the other hand, 1% per cent migrants completed the process
of migration through their individual initiative. These 13 per cent composed

of seamen deserters and ex—armymen, It is true that it was much more easier
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to enter England when these people migrated to that country; but we should
also keep it in wind that at that time it was definitely a difficult

decision to migrate.

Lastly, only five per cent went abroad with the help of private
recruiting agents. As there was no early migrants in the Middle~BEastern
countries from our study area, they had no other option but to rely upon
them. lven in these cases they received positive advice and necessary help
from their relatives.

Table - 10

Distribution of the Persons who Offered Help in
the Process of Migration from Londonigaon

Relation é No. g Percentage
FOwn initiative 16 i
Father ‘ 48 38
Husband 20 16
Brother-in~-law 5 4
Maternal uncle

Paternal uncle 9 7

Elder Brother 17 13
Private Hecruiting Agents 6 5

Total 2 126 100

* o
Ex-British armymen and seamen deserters.



Sources of [Mund

Distance is very closely related with migration. The greater the
distance, the more complicated, hazardous and expensive the migration
becomes. People from the village under study had not migrated to a near-
by country, rather migration was inter-continental i.e., the migrants went
to the United Kingdow of Iurope and to the Middle-Eastern countries. The
distancesof both the U.K. and the Middle-Eastern countries from Bangladesh

are hundreds of miles., Most of them who had gone abroad since 1947 had

travelled by air, and needless to say, air-travel is always expensive., It
is important to find out how the migrants could meet the huge expenditure
and what were their financial sources, when their pecuniary condition was

s0 miserable.

Table - 11

Distributions of the I"inancial Sources for the Purpose
of Migration from Londonigaon

Gources Number Percentage
Own Income 16 12.69
Father 48 38.09
Husband 20 15,87
Brother 10 T35
Land 21 16.67
Selling of Boats 1 Q. T9
Sources of Loan

Paternal Uncle 4 Badl

Maternal Uncle 3 2:58

Brother-in-law 2 1.59

Father-in-law 1 Qa9

Total @ 126 100,00
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The information we have collected so far shows that, out of 126

migrants of Londonigaon, 16 had borne their own expenditure (among them 12
were seaman deserters and four were ex-army men), 48 children were taken

by their fathers and 20 women by their husbands living in England. The
expenditure of 10 persons was borne by their brothers, and 21 persons
disposed of their land and one his boat for this purpose. The rest 10
people borrowed money from their uncles, brothers-in-law and fathers-in-law
Table- 11 shows that the nearest relations were the main suppliers of money.
The theoretical proposition we had put forward in our previous discussions
on different theories of migraticn that the kinship played a determining

role in the whole process of migration has now become imperically valid.

Demographic Information on Mipgration

With respect to age differentiation all migration is one: in both
internal and international movements, adolescents and young adults usually
predominate., This is one of the most firmly established generalization in

30

demography .

Two dominant trends of migration have been revealed from the statistics
collected from Londonigaon village. Table - 6 shows that 48 (3&%)
migrants were below the age of 14 and 59 (47%) were in between the age
group 15-29. The median age of the later group was 22. Thirteen (10%)
person belong to the age group 30-34 and only six (5%) persons migrated

after the age of 35 and abave.

jOPeterson, William., Population, The Macmillan Company, New York,
1969, p. 262.



One reason for the high proportion of young adults would seem to be

that any migration involves a certain amount of adjustment at the desti-
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nation, and youth connotes a better ability to adapt to new circumstances,

Distribution of Migrants of the Londonigaon
by Age and Sex

Table -~ 12

31

Age : Male N Female : Grand Total
Group { _Number | Percent | Number ! Percent | Number | Percent
0-4 1R 8.73 7 556 18 14.29
5-9 b 13.49 2 397 2 17.46
10-14 1 B 56 1 G 19 8 6.35
15-19 18 14.28 5 LAl 23 18.25
20-24 16 1250 2 1:59 18 14.29
25-29 14 1%, 1L 4 5,17 18 14.29
30-%4 7 5-56 6 4.76 1% 10, %2
95=59 2 1.59 2 1.59 4 3.17
40-44 0.79 = - 1l 0,79
45-49 = = = a = =
50-54 i 0.79 = = =l 0.79
Bo=52 = = = = = =
60 + - - - - - -
Total : 94 74.60 LY 25.40 126 100,00

However, in Ouristudy the migration of young children was unusually high

(380).

into consideration.

Fhelid,, w DEB,

I intend to explain this phenomenon bringing the following issues
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We know that the introduction of Immigration Act in 1971 restricted
all primary immigration to Britain. As a result an immigrant living in
Britain thought it wise to take his young children as dependants before
they were adults. Furthermore, after the liberation war in 1971, law and
order situation in the rural areas of Bangladesh seriously deteriorated.
This alarming situation dictated a migrant to take his wife and children

so long living in Bangladesnh to Iingland.

Table — 12 also shows that 24 (75%) migrants were males, while 32
(254) were females. None of the 25 per cent had any economic motive. Twenty
of them (see Table - 10) were house-wives and the remaining 12 went along
with their mothers to join their fathers. Thus we find another trend of
migration in our study area that predominantly males were migratory than

females.

Educational Background of the Migrants

It is revealed from the statistics that the educational background of
the migrants are very poor. Seventy three (68%) migrants have no education
at all, while 35 (32%) have some, and only 8 (%) of them could cross the
primary level, Among those who had some education 16 (15%) persons were

below the age of 14. On the other hand 19 (1&%) were above 14 years of age,

It may be mentioned here that respondents were the only suppliers of
information on education. To me it seemed that they were exaggerating the
educational 1evél of the migrants to elevate their social position., At one
stage of my investigation I wanted to see some of the personal letters written

by the migrants, but most of the respondents failed to show any. It is quite



86

Table -~ 13

Distribution of Literacy of Migrants by Age and
Level of Dducation

A Erown i ”Nolﬁdncﬁtions ' ﬂrima;y E Seﬁondgry : Grand ?otal
i\ No. | o . No, % 4 No., % i No. ¢ 9%
5-9 12 L 10 9 - - 22 20
10-14 9 8 4 4 2 2 15 14
15-19 6 6 6 5 4 3 16 15
20-24 13 12 4 4 & 1 18 17
25=-29 16 15 1 i 11 4 18 17
35034 13 10 - o - - 1% 17
Sy 4 4 w & # = 4 3
40-44 1 E - = & = 1 1
45-49 - - - - = - - -
50-54 X 1 - - - - 1 1
20=D7 = - - - e = - -
60+ - - - - - - - -
Total : T3 68 27 25 8 T 108 100

unusual that an educated man would not write to his family. My observation
in this regard is that these educated persons had only one or two years'
of schooling, and therefore, for all practical purposes it had no impact
on their family lives. Thus, it becomes obvious that most of the migrants

who claimed themselves to be educated were in fact illiterate.
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Migrants' liconomic Activities Prior to Their Migration

Migrants' occupational situation prior to their migration is very
relevant to our present study. In any study on migration,occupation is
always considered as an important variable., We know that pattern of
occupation determines one's position in the society. So, any change in
occupatlion brings change in one's position in it too. Since our study is
directed to assess the impact of foreign remittances (earned by the
immigrants of the village) it is rather essential to know their economic
position prior to their wigration. Otherwise the change before and after

the migration cannot be properly assessed.
proj Y

Table -~ 14

Digtribution of Migrants' Economic Activity
Prior to their Migration

Economic Activity E Number E Percentage
I 1
Unemployed 7 29:31
Share~cropping 12 20.69
Owner cultivator 8 13579
Agricultural labourers 8 13,79
Non-agricultural labourer 6 1035
Driver i L2
Boatman 4 6.90
Businessman 2 3. 45

Total : 58 100,00
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Table - 14 shows that 17 (29.31%) persons were not involved in any
kind of economic activities, i.e., unemployed. Some of them belong to
the family of migrants and were not willing to work as they had enough
money and again were not as much educated as to get some white-colour jobs.
Twelve persons (20.694) were share-croppers while only 8 (13.79%) were
cultivating their own land, Light (13.79%) and 6 (10.3%5%) persons were
agricultural and non-agricultural labourers respectively. Remaining 7
(12.06)%) persons were boatmen, driver, and businessmen. One important

finding is that 26 (43A) persons were labourers and share-croppers.



CHAPTER - IV

FOREIGN REMITTANCE AND ITS IMPACT ON VILLAGE ECONOMY

Sources of Income

Unlike many other villages farm and farm-related activities are not
the only source of income in Londonigaon village. What is peculiar in
case of this village is the inflow of foreign remittance. The information
presented in Table - 15 shows that 66 per cent households, i.e., all the
migrant families receive remittancesfrom abroad. So, remittance has become

an important additional source of income for them.
1)

Table = 15

Distribution of Sources of Income of Respondents'
"amilies in Londonigaon

Migrant respon- | Non-migrant respon-

1 1 1
- : S Al ! 1
SOEESER of. dRHome v dents' families , dents' families : Lol

! No. ! % : No. : % ! No.! %
Agricultural Sources
Cultivation of
own land 17 25 8 11.76 25 36.76
Rent out land 24 35.29 1 1.47 a5 36.76
Sharecropping i X .47 9 13.23 10 14,70
Hired as agricul-
tural labourers - - 11 16.18 11 16.18
Non=-Agricultural Sources
Business Al 1.47 1 1.47
Driver 1 1.47 & 1.47
Muajjeen of a
mosque 1 Lol i 1.47

Hemittance 45 66.18 45 66,18
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In Table = 15 we have divided the sources of income of both the

migrant respondents' families and non-migrant households of Londonigaon
village into two broad categories, e.g., agricultural sources and non-
agricultural sources. Income derived from cultivation of own land (37%),
share-cropping of others' land (15%) and hiring out as agricultural labou-
rers (16%) fall under the category of agricultural sources. While on the
other hand, remittance (66%), and income from business (1.47%), driving
motor vehicle (1.47%) and working as a muajjeen of a mosque (1.47%) are

considered as the non-agricultural sources.

However, two important findings from Table = 15 are that 37 . per:
cent households of both the migrant (35.29%) and non-migrant (1.47%)
categories lease out land for others to cultivate and 16.16 per cent
households exclusively from non-migrant category are: hired out as agri-

cultural labourers.

Finally, as we shall see in our later discussion how the presence of
foreign - money minimizes the importance of agriculture in Londonigaon,

exclusively among the migrants, as the only source of income.

Annual Income

It is very mach difficult to find out the total income per annum of
an agriculture~based rural society. Almost all households consider the
exact amount of their income as a family secret and are never willing to
disclose it to others. Again, as in the families connected with farming,
the amount of income is not fixed; it is also not easy even for them to

estimate their annual income exactly. Usually, the amount reported is
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less than the actual amount. Mathew and Gopinathan's experience about
the responds in this regard is the same. It became clear to them during
the interviews that the respondents were extremely reluctant to divulge
information on income from any source, not only that received from abroad.

The income reported seemed to them to be gross understatements and they had

. . : gh
the suspicion that all the sources were not disclosed either.

In our case, the information given in Table - 15 shows that many of

the families of Londonigaon have more than one gources of income.

A sharp difference is very prominent between the annual incomes of the
migrant and the non-migrant respondents' families. 36.76 per cent families
of both kinds have an annual income of less than Tk. 10,000; among them
32,35 per cent are non-migrant respondents' families and only 4.41 per cent
are migrant resporndents' families. Income level of only one family of
non-migrant category ranges from 20,000 to less than 30,000, while the range
of income of 61.77 per cent migrant respondents' families varies from

10,000 to over 1,00,000.

We have already mentioned our reservation because of the conservative
statements of the household heads about their real income. However, the
pattern of the distribution of the annual income becomes quite clear :
from Table - 15 that the income of a migrant respondent's family is even
nine times than that of a non-migrant respondent's family. Gradually, this
gap is widening. This is primarily because of the uninterrupted flow

of remittanee from abroad. As a consequence of this situation social

1Nathew, E.T. and Nair, P.R, Gopinathan, op. cit., p. 1150,
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inequality will be created in the village social structure which ultimately will
lead to social imbalance.
Table - 16

Distribution of Annual Income of Migrant and Non-Migrant
Hespondents' Families of Londonigaon

'

Amount Migrant Respon- | Non-Migrant Respon-

T i
(in Taka) 5 dents' families | dents' Families E Lot
Y Noa, 9% U Nos ! % ! Ho.! %

Upto 9,999 3 4.41 22 32,35 23 36.67
10,000 to 19,999 6 8.82 - - 6 8.82
20,000 to 29,999 g 105 1 1.47 6 B8.82
30,000 to %9,999 11 16.18 - - 11 16.18
40,000 to 49,999 4 5.88 - - 4 5,88
50,000 to 59,999 4 5.88 = = 4 5.88
60,000 to 69,999 ) 2.94 - - 5 2.94
70,000 to 79,999 2 2.94 - - 2 2,94
80,000 to 89,999 2 2.94 - - 2 2.94
90,000 to 99,999 4 5.88 = & 4 5.88
1,00,00 and above 2 2.94 - - 2 2.94
Total : 45 66,18 2% 33.82 68 100,00

This income variation has affected people in a way that they prefer
migration to going for any other job, because the non-migrants think their
income not adequate to go along with the migrants, and are seriously trying
to send al least one of the family members abroad. Normally a non-migrant
is not satisfied with his present position and considers his inability to

g0 abroad as a bad luck.
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Arnmual Income from Hemittance

Once again the problem seriously confronts us is the understatements
made by the household heads on their receipt of the foreign remittance.
That is why it is so difficult to discover the pattern of inflow of foreign
remittance. As it is reported, the flow of remittance from abroad
for meeting up the daily household expenditure is regular; but no one can
exactly estimate how many alternate days the monsy comes from abroad. One
answer I got from every household: they write to their migrant relations
when necessary and surely get the money. Generally, the definition of the
word 'necessary" is very wide. We have identified these necessities in
some common heads, such as, (i) litigation; (ii) bribing the police; (iii)
marriage; (iv) naming ceremony; (v) shirnee; (vi) milad mahfil; (vii) Eid
(specially Kurbani Eid); (viii) guest entertainment; (ix) visit to Sylhet;
(x) medical treatment; (xi) consumer durable; (xii) purchase of land (xiii)
jwellery etc. 'These are of course, occasional expenditures, but the way

these "necessities" drain out the foreign income is very surprising.

Usually the money spent for the daily expenditure is different from
the expenditure of 'special necessities'. As the amount of money for
'special necessities' is not fixed and comes according to need, we cannot
mix it up with the money for daily expenditure. However, we are not inte-
regted in the amount or the way the money is spent, rather on what heads
the money is spent. 1In addition to that migrants bring along with them
substantial amount of money which are usually spent for meeting up big
expenditures such as construction, repairing or renovations of buildings and

purchase of land etc. In most of the cases respondents are not aware of the
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actual amount spent by the emigrant members of the family during his stay
in the village. Any way, the following table will show the distribution

of annual remittance received for household expenditure.

Table -~ 17

Annual Remittance for Household Expenditure

Amount : :

(in Maka) : Number ! Percentage
Upto 9,999 T 15.55
10,000 to 19,999 15 33.33
20,000 to 29,999 10 22,22
20,000 to 39,999 4 : 8.88
40,000 to 49,999 4 8.88
55,000 to 59,999 % 6.66
60,000 and above 3l 222

Total : 45 100.00

The table shows that all the migrant families receive remittance
from abroad for household expenditure. Seven (15.55%) hougeholds receive
less than Tk, 1,000 per year, while around 15 (35.53%) households have reported
that they receive remittance more than Tk, 10,000 but less than Tk. 20,000,
Again eighteen (40%) households receive from Tk. 20,000 to less than
Tk. 50,000. And only 4 (8.8%) families have said that their annual income

from foreign remittance isTk. 50,000 and above.
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Lxpenditure Pattern of Ioreign Remittance

As we could not make an exact estimation of incoming remittances
we also could not find out the particular items and the exact amount of
money spent on them, It is almost impossible to collect information from
the respondenis on their item wise expenditure. And therefore, we have

decided to identify the items of expenditures alone,

It was reported that 100 per cent migrant families spent money for
daily household expenditure and for construction, repairing and renovation
of their houses., Ninetyone per cent families spent some amount in purcha-
sing cultivable land; 55.955 per cent in electronic goods while 48.88 per
cent purchased ornaments of gold. 6.66 per cent families purchased land
for constructing household and 4,44 per cent for shops, 4.44 per cent
invested money in currency business, 2.22 per cent opened electronic shops

and another 2.22 per cent constructed shops in the Bishwanath Bazar.

Like Gopinathan and Mathew we have divided our data into two broad
classifications: 'productive' and 'non—productive'.2 Investment in business,
construction of market buildings for renting out, buying vehicles for
public transportation etc. are considered as productive economic activities.
In other words, any kind of economic activity that generates money falls
under the category of productive., On the other hand, expenditures regarded
as non-productive are mainly: (i) daily household expenditure; (ii) consumer
durable; (iii) purchase of land for homestead; (iv) jwellery; (v) construc-

tion, renovation and repairing of the houses, etc.

o
Ihids,; D

[}
i
{7 |
=
.
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Table - 18

lixpenditure Pattern of Foreign Hemittance

sectors 3 Number E Percentage
1 |

Daily Household lIixpenditure 45 100,00
Construction, repairing and
renovation of house 45 100.00
Purchase of cultivable land 41 91.00
Purchase of Hlectronic goods 25 55455
Purchase of ornaments and Jewellery 22 48.88
lurchase of land for constructing
Homesteud % 6.66
Purchase of land for constructing shops 2 4.44
Currency DBusiness 2 4.44
Electronic shop 1 2422
Construction of shops for the
purpose of renting out B 2422

It is evident from the statistics that only 13,33 per cent households
spent some amount of remittance income in different kinds of productive
activities such as currency business, electronie shops, construction of
shops for rentihg out, etc. The remaining 86.87 per cent households spent

all the money on non-productive items.

One of the families reported that he had introduced mechanised
cultivationﬁin gome 0f his cultivable land but soon he found it uneconomic

ﬁUse of lHigh Yielding Variety seeds
power pump [for irrigation and also use ©

power tiller for cultivation,

1
f insecticides.



97

and discarded it., To me it seemed that introduction of mechanised culti-
vation is more or less a complicated process. It needs better managerial
ability to harvest the benefit of the machine., The man who introduced it
definitely lacked the capacity very much and as a result, had to experience
failure. Mechanised cultivation is not possible through leaving everything
in the hands of hired Kamla (day labourer). Without direct supervision

and efficient management it is not possible to increase the production,

llowever, apart from these productive and non-productive expenditures
there are also other items of expenses already mentioned which are the

outcome of sudden change of overall economic condition,

The items we have identified for occasional expenditure involves
substantial amount of money. A major portion of the money sent from abroad
ig spent after litigation. In most of the cases the litigating parties take
the shelter of law for solution; but what is interesting about it is that
the persons related with the process, especially police, take the opportunity
and both the parties try to keep the police on their side by bribing them.
These people, coming of so poor backgrounds can spend any amount of money
to keep relation with the police which they think somewhat honorific.
Marthermore, the litigants even iry to bribe the lawyers of the opposite
party with the help of village touts. A 'village tout' is one who is usually
aware of the official procedures and known to different officials of the
local  court and pretends to be very influential to make the litigants
convinced that he is competent enough to get the work done in their desired
direction. In this way he takes the advantage of their ignorance. It may

be mentioned here that lawyer's consultalicn fee is very high in the
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local court; for example, minimum Tk, 500 is required to move a bail
petition. However, the amount varies with the nature of the case. As a
result a chain of vested interest grows up and the lawyers, the police,
even the village touts try to influence the judicial system and to keep

the hostility alive as long as possible.

Generally, quarrels start from very little things and gradually become
violent, This kind of things happen =~ also in Londonigaon village. When
we described the village we mentioned that the houses in here are clustered
and as they are concentrated in small places, quarrels about boundary are
frequent. When a migrant wants to construct a building in place of his old
house, quarrels occur. This problems can easily be solved but as both the
parties are equally rich, they want to show their strength over each other.

They will rather spend thousands of taka but will never retreat.

In the occasions like wmarriage, naming ceremony, shirnee, Milad Mahfil

etc., the migrant families spend a lot of money which sometimes become more
than their actual income. They are very much competitive with each other

and show-off tendency is very mucn prominent among them. Say for example,
Haji Atar All spends Tk. 1,00,000 in his daughter's marriage guestifying

500 people through sacrificing 10 big goats. On the other hand, another
migrant named Shukur Ali invited the whole village to lunch in his father's
death anniversery. It would be difficult to believe that an ox was bought

by one migrant family at the cost of Tk, 9,000 only because gome other migrant
wanted to buy it. This price is at least 80 per cent more than the real
price. All these expenditures are related to the so-called prestige of the

family for which one is always ready to spend any amount of money.
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Medical bills are another item of expenditure that drains out a
substantial amount of money. The fees for consulting a qualified doctor
is not fixed; and it is usually fixed up between the doctor and the patient
according to the nature of the disease through negotiation. Here we can
cite an example: Londonigaon is hardly two miles from Bishwanath Bazar and
it is easily accessible either by motor cyclesor by rickshaws, A doctor who
came in a private call to examine a patient demanded Tk. 500, because he
usually did not examine patients outside his chamber and as the patient,
an old woman of a migrant family did not want to go to his chamber, he was
brought and paid the amount. Only to push an injection in the pharmacy it
costs Tk. 15.00 to 20,00; and if it's in the patient's house again it is

negotiable, The cost of medicine is also very high.

Purchase of Land by Remittance

Ceaseless flow of foreign money could not diminish the importance
of land as the main form of wealth in Londonigaon village. But then again
it is to be admitted that the dominance of agriculture as the main form of
economyno longer exists among a few migrants who remit a huge amount of
foreign currency annually., The driving force behind the tendency of accu-
malating land is not directed to improve the economic condition through
boosting up the agricultural output, but to purchase some assets (1and)
which can be converted to money again at the time of necessity. Neverthe-
less, economic activities still remain centred around land to most of the
migrant and all the non-migrant families. There is a popular belief in the
village that it is better to buy land rather than to keep the money in the
bank. To them it is compulsory savings, because anytime they can spend the

money if they keep it in the bank; but it is not possible in case of land.
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Since there is no fixed exchange rate for land, price is to be fixed up
through negotiation which takes time. Without any genuine and serious
reason one does not sell his immovable property, i.e., land. However,
whatever might be the justifications they buy land, We have already found
that 91 per cent (41) migrant families bought land by their foreign remi-
ttance. The following table will show the distribution of households

according to the amount of land purchased by foreign remittance.

Table - 19

Amount of Land Purchased with Remittance
in Londonigaon

f '
Amount of land purchased ! MNumber ! Percentage
t !
Upto 1 acre 12 29,26
2 to 4 acres g9 53.66
4 acres and above 7 1757
Total. 2 41 100.00

Note: Family of migrants owning no land are not included in
this table. IFour migrants family own no land.
It is evident from Table - 19 that 12 (29.67%) households purchased land
more than one acre. Two to four acres of land were purchased by the
largest number of households, i.e., 22 (53.66%). Only seven (17.07%)

households bought more than four acres of land.
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Landholding Pattern

We have already mentioned that foreign remittance is the major source
of income of 66 per cent households i.e,, all the migrant families; yet
the economic activities of the people under the study area are mainly
centred around land, It is no use denying the fact that land ownership
to a great extent determines the social stratification and leadership

patterns in the village. The following table will show the impact of fo-

reign remittance on the present landholding pattern of Londonigaon.

Table - 20

Amount of Land Owned by Individual Households
in Londonigaon

Amount of
land owned

Migrante Heapon-
dentg' Iamilies

Nonim%gfan? @esponﬁ Grand Total
dents' Familieg

1
No, | % No. | % o, & 5%
No land owned 4 5.88 14 20.59 18 26.47
Upto 1 acre ) T35 8 11..:76 13 19.12
2 to 4 acres 25 36.76 1 B 26 38,23
4 acres & above 11 - O | 16,18
Total: 45 25 68 100.00

Ixtent of Landlessness

Though no attempt was made to assess the incidence of landlessness
as a result of transfer of land possession through sell, inheritance or
mortgage and the like, the study did reveal that a sizeable number of
families are without any cultivable land. The number of such families in

the village are 18 (26.47%) in total. Though they do not have any
& \
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cultivable land they have their own homesteads Thepe is no mobile family

in Londonigaon.

The extent of landlessness is not very high in the village
Londonigaon. This phenomenon can be explained as the impact of foreign
money, because Table-20 has depicted that out of the total 1andiess
families 20,59 per cent are non-migrants while only 5.88 per cent belong
to the migrant category. We have already seen tbat_60.29 per cent of total
households and 91 per cent migrant respondents' families bought land by fo-
reign remittance yhile only 8.88 per cent.are landless of this category.

On the other hand, 60,85 per cent non-migrant families are landless while
only 39.13 per cent have some land. S0 now we come to the conclusion that
the foreign remittance has brought a significant change in the landholding.

pattern of the village.

Near-Landlessness

The number of near-landless and those who are classified usually as
small farmers comprise of 19.11 per cent of the total households. They
have cultivable land of an acre or less. With an average family size these
families cannot feed themselves round the year with the produce of their
land, It is noticeable that 11.76 per cent households are non-migrants

while only 7.35 per cent are migrants.

Subsistence Level Parm lamilieg

Households who come under this category are the ones who have land
(more than one acre but less than four acres) that can keep them fed in a

very modest way throughout the year., 0Out of the total households 38.23%
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per cent fall under this category; among them only 1.47 per cent i,e.,

one family is non-migrant. Thus, Table - 20 reveals that the huge inflow
of remittance could not improve the economic condition of the non-migrants
of the village., However, it cannot be denied that the non-migrant families
receive help both in the forms of cash and kind though, of course, these
cages are very occasional. Another important thing should be noted here
that due to the large scale emigration serious labour shortage has occurred
in the village; and as a result per day wage rate is quite high in
Londonigaon. It is normally around Tk. 40 per day with two meals and in

the peak season the rate varies from Tk, 40-50.

Surplus and Big Farmers

In this category fall the farm families who own four or more acres
of land, They can live decently throughout the year on the produce they
get from their land. Little less than one sixth of the farm families who
own land in this study area come under this category. They are afluent
enough to sell a substantial amount of food grain after their own consump-
tion. None of them belong to the non-migrant families i.e., all of them
are migrant families, The only non-migrant househdld which belong to the
subsistence level farm family was questioned about acquiring of more land.
He was of the opinion that those who purchased land had brought money from
abroad, for the price of land was so high that it was beyond the reach of

any person depending only on agricultural surplus.

liventually we can say, in a nutshell, that remittance money created
a clear division in the village on the basis of ownership and non-ownership

of land. Non-migrant families could not acquire the vital means of
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production and are destined to remain poor under this socio-economic

condition,

Land Tenure System

The accumulation of land in the hands of migrant respondents' families

has iwmensely influenced the land tenure syntem of the village.

Owner cultivator: Owner cultivator is one who directly participates

in the cultivation of land with the help of his family members. In our
attempt to know the number of owner cultivators in Londonigaon village we
could find out that precisely 231 per cent of the migrant farm families
cultivate their own land. There is no owner cultivators in non-migrant
families.

Table - 21

Land "Tenure System of Londonigaon

Pattern of Migrant Respon- Non-migrant Regpon-

1 1
land tenure ! dents' families | dents' families H otk

! 1 !

t  No. | 0% L Mo, ! % ' Ne, ! G
Uwner
cultivator 16 2037 - - 16 3137
Owner 24 47.06 1 1.96 25 49.02
Owner cum
tenant % 1.96 8 15.69 9 17.65
Pure Tenant - = 1 1.96 1 1.96

Total : 41 80,39 10 19.61 51 100.00




Land owner: Land owners own land but do not cultivate it for
themselves, Usually they rent out their land to others to cultivate.
Many of them have enough surplus to employ full time labourer in the
farming. The largest number of families i.e., 48 per cent migrants and

two per cent non-migrants fall under this category.

Owner-cum—tenant: Owner—-cum-tenants take lease of others' land to

cultivate in addition to their own small holdings. Usually they are
classified as small farmers. These farmers normally cannot feed their
families with the produce ol their 1land and so cultivate others' land in
share. In Londonigaon 18 per cent households (two per cent migrant and

16 per cent non-migrant) are owner-cum-tenants.

Pure temant: Pure tenant is one who has no land of his own, but as
they have other means of production they take lease of others' land for
cultivation, We have found only one pure tenant of non-migrant family in

Londonigaon village.

However, the most astonishing resolution we can easily draw from Table-
21 is that, 48 per cent of the total land holders (all from the migrante'
families) rented out their land to others for cultivation. This situation
has been created due to the huge inflow of remittance money which has

brought a change in the land tenure system of Londonigaon village.

Attitude of Migrants Familiadtegarding the
Hational Utilization of Remittance

We have not simply confined our attention to the income and expenditure
of remittance money; we have also kept our eyes open to the attitudes of the

migrant families regarding the rational utilization of it. During the time
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of field work an open question was asked to the respondents of the migrant
families regarding the economic use of the foreign money, ie., investment
in productive sectors. More or less their attitude was positive but they had
gome constraint on the way which can be divided into two parts, e.g.,
personal limitations of the migrants: (i) shortage of man-power; (ii)
paucity of investable enough surplus; (iii) lack of education ete., and

the lack of proper investment opportunities, i.e., security of capital with
a rational return. The data presented in Table - 22 show that 64.11
per cent families could not take any initiative due to their personal
limitationsi.e., shortage of manpower 1%.3%3 per cent, paucity of investible
surplus 31,11 per cent and the lack of education 20 per cent; on the other
hand, 35.59 per cent were able as well as willing to invest, but could not
materialize their desire only due to the lack of investment opportunities.
My observation is that, if some investment avenues can be created in there,

we can also have "success sgtories" even like the Mexicans.

Cornelius Wayne narrated a story about the consequences of migrant
investments in one of the Mexican communities he studied. Prior to 1967,
the community was so economically depressed that it was losing large numbers
of inhabitants through permanent emigration, with most of those who remained
dependent on income earned in the U.S. Since 1970 the community has more
than doubled in population, is attracting migrants from surrounding villages
and towns, and is experiencing the greatest economic boom in its 137-year
history. In 1967 an individual who had spent nine years working in the U.S.,
most of them as foreman in a rubber factory in Los Angeles, used the §1,600
he had saved to buy two amall, manually operated cloth-weaving machlnes.

With them he established a small factory in his home, turning out women's
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and children's clothing for sale in nearby cities and in Mexico city. The
business turned out to be profitable, and his neighbours took note, Today
the community has about 180 small clothing "factories", all family-owned
enterprises in private houses, and is a major supplier of clothing to
department stores in Mexico city, Monterrey and elsewhere. The manual
machines have been replaced in gome of the factories by highly sophisticated,
motorized machinery imported from Italy, Germany, Japan and the U.S.

However, would it not be Jjustified to pose a question why hag Londonigaon failed
to create any such gconomic boom in the village which has long ranging
tradition of international migration? This phenomenon needs to be inves-
tigated further. There shouldn't be any reason to believe that I am going
to advise to ape the Mexican model., What all I am trying to sayisthat
investiment experts should find out new avenues that suit the people of
Londonigaon well. Because the socio-economic condition of the Mexican

migrants is very mach different from those of Londonigaon village.

Table - 22

Constraints Identified by the Respondents

1 f
Constraints : Number : Percentage
1 !
Shortage of manpower 6 1%.3%3
Paucity of surplus fund 14 21,11
Lack of education 9 20.00
Lack of proper investment
opportunity 16 35455
Total: 45 100,00

ol
“Cornelius, Wayne A., ©p. cit., p. 98.
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Those thirteen per cent migrant families reported that they suffer
from shortage of manpower. There are families which have no male member
to undertake any enterprising initiative. Those who complained that they
have resource problem have their arguments too. Some said that they lack
enough surplus for investment. Again, according to some, only one's
income is not sufficient for productive investment. Moreover, it is a real
complicated process which needs competence and without some formal edu-
cation it is difficult to be materialized. There are some people (20%)
who do nol dare to venture any kind of investment only because they lack
the proper education, and as a resull they have a chance to be exploited.
Thirty-six per cent migrant respondents' families complained that oppor-
tunities for investment are very limited, If proper opportunities can be
created and a security of capital can be ensured people will definitely

invest more money in the productive sector.

Development Activities in the Village

Construction of school, college, madrasa, dispensary, community centre,
village roads etc. falls under the perview of development activities. Lon-
donigaon has a beautifully constructed mosque which is also used for
imparting religious education among the children of the village. But
unfortunately it has got no educational institutions, not even a primary
school, One who is interested in formal education has got to be admitted
in the school located in Bishwanath Bazar, some two miles from the village.
OUnly recently the villagers have realized the importance of at least primary
education and have started constructing a primary school which is not yvet

completed. Overall participation of all the villagers in development
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activities is quite appreciable. Almost all the families have extended
their cooperation according to their ability., The following table will
show the nature of cooperation extended by the villagers in different

development activities,

Table - 23

Villagers' Participation in Development Activities

Migrants Non-Migrants Total

Nature of Assistance

No. ! % No. | % No. | %

With money 40 58,82 5 T.35 45 66,18
With construction

materials 5 735 - - 5 7.35
With land 4 5.88 - - 4 5.88
With labours 9 15.23 20 29, 41 29 42,65
With supervision 2 2.94 - = 2 2.94
Do not extend

any help 3 4,41 - - 3 4.41

The construction of a kutcha road from the Sylhet Biswanath metal road and
the bringing of electric connection to the village fall under the main
development activities of Londonigaon. PFurthermore, a mosque has been

constructed and a primary school is now under construction.

The village pecple constructed the non-metal road of the village with

their own initiative by collecting money from themselves,without getting any
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kind of help either from the Union Parishad or from the government. The
volume of the road and the bridges and culverts on it had cost approxi-
mately Tk. 6,00,000. The village also had been electrified without any

help from PDB; even the electric posts had heen set up by the money collected.

It is revealed from the above table that 66 per cent households of
both the migrant (58.82%) and non-migrant (7.35%) families extended their
help with cash money. Little more than 7 per cent migrants offered cons-
truction materials as their share of contribution while 5.88 per cent
migrants donated land. 2.94 per cent supervised the work and 42.65 per
cent, both migrants (1%.2%i4) and non-migrants (29.41%) gave their labour
in different development activities., Only 4.41 per cent all from migrants
category did not extend any help. However, it has been noticed that there
is a tendency among the villagers to improve the overall condition of the

village.



CUAPTER - V

CAUSES OF CONMLICT, ITS RESOLUTION AND
LFADERSHIDP PATTERN IN THE VILLAGE

Though violent feuds may arise from very trifle matters, land and
land related igsues are the main reasons of feud in Londonigaon village.
At least about 95 per cent inhabitants of this village hold this opinion,
Distribution of inherited land, marking the boundary of land, construction
of approach road, grabbing others' land with forged documents, dispute
over ownership of purchased land, etc. are the main reasons of quarrel in

Londonigaon ,

Disputes over land especially in rural Bangladesh are not a new
phenomenon. In Londonigaon, quarrels about the distribution of inherited
land are frequent; usually there is neither any partition deed nor any
specific boundary-line as the distribution is done verbally. As a result,
when a partner wants to construct anything permanently the questions of
border demarcation and the registration of 'deed of partition' come up
which sometimes turn into a dispute. The number of feuds about grabbing

others' land with forged documents is also very high.

We have already mentioned that the houses of this village are
clustered in small high places. As a result it becomes difficult to
maintain the boundary line and to keep the approach of one's house separate
all the time, particularly when an inherited house is shared. DBesides,
some very trifle matters such as throwing dirt into others' boundary raise
quarrel in the village. Jometimes, these turn into violence and the persons

concerned have to take the shelter of law.
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Many of the migrants' families living in the village have no male
member to look after them. In such a case some relation of the family
1ive with them and do the job. In some cases, this male relation grab

the money sent from abroad or buy land in his own name which was to be
bought in the migrant's or anyone of the family members' name. Naturally

when the migrant comes to know it conflicts arise.

5o far we have discussed the issues that create excitement in the
village society. Now we shall focus our attention to their process of

resolution.

In case of any conflict in the village, the viliagers try to solve
their problems through arranging a shalish} The main purpose of this
shalish is to help resolve conflicts amicably. Those who participate in
the shalish are rural elites. Rural elites are the individualswho dominate
the village scene ag leaders, spokesmen, representatives of the village,

and who make important decisions in regard to village problems.2

In Londonigaon,shalish is usually arranged to golve common problems.
Problems related to land are generally resolved in the court , Not that these
are not tried in the shalish, but unanimous verdict always does not become
possible in these cases. Decision of the shaligh sometimes depends on the

background of the disputant parties.

1 ; '
rieeting where disputes are settled.

2Sharma, 5.5. Rural Elites in India, New Delhi: Sterling Publishers
Pvt. Ltd., requoted from Rural Elites and Their Role in Conflict Resolution
in Rural Bangladesh: Three Arenas and Some Cases by A.H.M. Zehadul Karim
published in Bangladesh Journal of Sociology (ed.) Md, Afsaruddin, Vol, II
Number 1, December 1984,
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To identify the rural elites, two approaches have long been
recognized.5 These are 'positional'4 and 'reputational'5. Schulze and
Blumberg in explaining the adequacy and importance of these two approaches
say that the commonest techniques for identifying a community's power
elites are focussed either upon position, delineating elites on the basis
of formal status in the local economic or political-civil structures, or
upon reputation, determining elites through nominations of juries presu-

mably knowledgeable local informants.

Schulze and Blumberg have identified leaders in their respective
studies depending mostly on one single method, Zehadul Karim criticized
them for following a single method rather than combining the two or
different other approaches tegether. However, he was of the opinion that
a leadership study should be based on two or more methods as opposed to

!

a single method.

5Karim, A.HM. Zehadul, "Rural Elites and the Power Structure in
Bangladesh: A Case Study of Puthia Union". Unpublished M.A. paper,
Department of Anthropology, Syracuse University, Syracuse, USA, 1983,

4Pogitionu] Llite: Positional elites are those persons who have
gome pouitions of authority in the ditferent functional and occupational
institutiens or organizations of the community (Zehadul Karim, op. cit.,
o)
.'D.. {B,‘-

5Raputational Tlite: e term reputational elites is used to designate
a distinet catepory of elite who have informal leadership in the village
sama] (indigeneous social social unit) and also the persons who receive
mention(s) on the basis of ranking method as reputed persons of the village
(Zehadul Karim, Ibid., p. 8 '

6Schulze, .0, & L.U. Blumberg, "The Determination of Local Power
Llites". The American Journal of Sociology, Vol, LXIITI, No. 3, November
1975, p. 290.

7Karim, AJM. Zehadul, op. cit., p. 28.
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At the time of survey in my study area I did not find any positional

elite. None of the villagers had any position of authority in the
different functional and occupational institutions and organizations of

the community. ‘Tven in the Union Council, no one from this village had
ever been elected, But there are reputational elites who enjoy the mem-

berships of the gram shalish,

Phere are many techniques of identifying reputational elites, Infor-
mants are one of them. To collect the names of the elites, one is to ask
e . : 8
their informants to name and rank their leaders. These "informants may
be a predesignated panel of experts or a random sample of communi ty
members, or they may be selected by what is known as "Snowball" or
"Cobweb" technigues. The final list of leaders congists of (either of)

these individuals who have received the greatest number of nominations ..."9

In my study area respondents were asked to name the persons who usually
participate in the ghalish. Nine common names were mentioned. These
persons, according to the respondents are very respected as well as powerful,

Table - 24 © will clearly show their socio-economic background.

Phere are four criteria of leadership mentioned in the table; annual
receipt of foreign money is the most important one. Iemittance

not only increases one's spending ability, rather it helps to acquire another

§
Jsingh, Harjinder. Authority and Influence in Two Shik Villages.
New Delhi, Sterling Publishers, 1976.

9Bonjean, C.N. and David M. Olson. "Community Leadership: Directions
for Research". Administrative Science Quarterly. Vol. IX, No. 3,
December 1964, pp. 281-282.
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Table - 24

Age, Education, Remittance Income and Landholding of
the Persons who Participate in the Shalish

Name of the members i Age E Education g ﬁ;iﬁiiaﬁigeipt Ofé iigj;ng
i gd Y Jobed ALl 74 Vrlmary 4%, 000 20
Arman Ali 65 - 55,000 27
Haji Atar Ali 62 < 35000 22
Haji Noab Ali 62 " 50, 000 24
Haji Azmanullah 60 2 37,000 18
Omar Ali 60 - 4%,000 22
Muhammad Karim %% Primary 60,000 26
Mubarak ali 30 Primary 60,000 36

Muajjeenll 50 - - -

important criteria, i.e., land. Earlier we have seen that 91 per cent
migrant respondents' families purchased land by remittance. And
through purchase of land they consolidated their power base. It is no
use denying that power springs from control over the principal means of

. : : .2 : ; :
production: land. Utepanek also observed land is the security and power

0 ' : g :
Muslin pilgrims who performed Haj.

3 ; . ' '
There was no Imam at the time of investigation., All the persons
except the Muajjeen belong to the migrant respondents' families.

2Jahangir, B.K. Differentiation Polarisation and Confrontation in
Rural Bangladesh, Centre for Social Studies, Dhaka University, Dhaka,

1979, . ©63.
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in a poor economy like J"dangla—ulesh.lj These statements have significant
relevance with our findings., Because it is noticed that those who parti-
cipate in theshalich are big or surplus farmers and no representation from
the landless, near-landless or subsistence level farm-families. There is
also no representation from non-migrant respondents' families. Thus it is
evident that foreign money receivers who consequently turn into big and
surplus farmers are in the helm of village affairs. People belonging to
olhor culogorioca Lry Lo meddlo in Lhe villuge affalrs bulb virtuwlly cannot
play any decisive role, because, those who participate in the shalish

are also equally important and influential in other matters.

Age is also an important criterion for bLecouming a leader. Average agé
of the shalish participants is 53.%% years. Only two of them are below
the age of 40 who have at least primary education. No doubt this education
helped them to elevate their position as elites in a comparatively much
younger age and establigh them as powerful leaders of the village. These
two persong sre cousins., Resides them, the rest of the members except
one are illiterate. They have no former education; but they can read the

holy Quran without understanding its meaning.

It cammot go unexplained what the circumstances were that helped the
two young persons to become the influential and effective participants
in the shalish where the average age of the remaining members were 61,85

years. Two case studies will reveal the causes of their emergence.

155tepanek, Joseph ', Hangladesh = Equitable Growth., Pergamon Press,
New York, 1979, p. 109.
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Case Study -~ III

Muhammad Karim: Muohammad Karim, son of Abdul Gaffar, was 33 years

0ld during the time of investigation, He has got one sister and four
brothers. Among his brothers, three are living abroad (Abdus Sobhan,

Torab Ali and Abdur Rafique).. Abdus Sobhan went to England in 1967. His
paterval uncle took him as his son (under a false identity) and borne all
his travelling expenditure. The uncle also financed and helped Torab Ali
to go to Saudi Arabia in 1977. Abdus Sobhan took his another brother,
Abdur Rafique, to Lngland in 1973. Rafique is still unmarried. Now Sobhan

is trying to take his whole family to there.

lixcept foreign remmitance agriculture is another source of income
of Karim's family. Now the land is being cultivated with the help of
hired agricultural labourers. Karim, who has some primary education can
read and write Dengali and_reads daily newspapers. He does not work in the
field for himself. He has constructed a big building with the foreign
money costing approximately Tk. 7,00,000. Now his family is very well off
with the income of land and the foreign remittance received for other
expenditure, His annual income is around Tk. 85,000 in which Tk. 60,000
comes from abroad. Before the migration of the family members they had some

land, but now they have bought 26 bighas more by remittance.

Muhammad Karim has got an electronic shop in the Bishwanath Bazar.
Ile opened the shop with the intention of investing surplus remittance in
Business. But to me it seems the shop is not very organized, and I doubt

whether he gains any profit from it, It is in fact a place of gossiping and
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a venue for all kinds of social and political discussion., Karim goes to
the shop at around 11 in the morning and keeps it open for the whole day.

T visited his shop several days and spent several hours with him but did
not notice much transaction., Hisg customers are small-thing-buyers and in
most cases do not pay in cash. It seems that Karim does not bother about
it.

Though he denied his association with any of the political parties,
Karim is a politically conscious person, and knqws af what age a person can
exercise his adult franchise, i.e., 18 years. He cast his votes in 1978
and in 1981 for President Ziaur Rahman and President Abdus Sattar respec-—
tively (the former was killed in an abortive coup in 1981 and the latter
wag removed from power without any bloodshed by the present President
.(jr.-?m.?m‘l, ussain Muhammad Brshad in 1982). He was of the opinion that
during the reign of Ziaur Rahman, country experienced stabilit§ of price,
mainly of the daily necessary commodities, law and order situation improved
etc. From my discussion with him it was clear to me that he belongs to the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (here after BNP). My assumption was further
strengthened when I could detect that Karim has personal friendship with
the loecal BNP leaders and is a regular contributor to the party fund., He
also cast his vote in favour of a BNP candidate in the Union Council election;

but the person who became elected was an active Awami League worker.

Every day a postman visits Karim's shop instead of going to the village.
He collects the letters of the migrants, open them, and convey the contents
to the respective families. Again, he writes the replies on their behalf

after consulting them.
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Almost every day he receives a lot of demand drafts made from different
barks of Dhaka and Chittagong. These are the money of different migrant
families which ﬁe takes care of, A migrant in England gives the money (in
British pound) to a man who has agents in Dhaka. The agent sends a demand
draft of that amount in the name of the migrant's family living in the
village, and Karim receives the draft from Dhaka. The agent gives a much

better exchange rate than that of Bangladesh Bank. There is no chance of

any misappropriation of money.

In addition to all these useful social services Karim is also a member
of school construction committee. He informed me that there was a primary
school in the village which was stopped by the government due to the shortage
of students. Now the villagers are constructing another primary school
in which he has contributed some money. He is also supervising the cons-
truction, Karim's acquaintance with the local bureaucracy and the bureau-
crats of the District Head Quarters helped Karim in playing a dominant as
well as an important role in construction of roads and bringing electricity
in the village, Because of his al; these services people call him 'Chairman',
though he does not hold any office. Some sycophanﬁ, mostly from the non-
migrant landless peasants, centre around him all the time., Of course, they
have got their own interest. Karim does not employ other labourers in his
land except these men and provide them with financial help. This security
of work makes them more or less dependent on him, Karim tacitly exploits

the situation and use them as his musclemen.

In conclusion we can say that the acquisition of the criteria mentioned
earlier and his useful social services helped him to emerge as an important

personality in the village,
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Case Study - IV

Mubarak Ali: Mubarak Ali, 32 at the time of field work, is the

youngest among his four brothers. Three of them (Muzammel Ali, Raquib
Ali and Mushahed Ali) have been staying in the U.X. for a long time, but

their spouses and children live in Londonigaon,

Muzammel Ali, the eldest brother, went to England in 1958 and was
followed by his younger brother Raquib Ali in 1960. Both of them were
taken by their paternal uncle. Their father himself was not a migrant but
their grandfather was a sailor who spent a few years in England to do some
inland job. He made all necessary arrangements to take his grandson
Muzammel to Ingland but his sudden death prevented him from materializing
the plan; later on his nephew, Mubarak's uncle, completed the process.
Mushahed Ali was taken by his brothers in 1968. The migrant brothers are

now trying to take their families.

The primary occupation of Mubarak's family is agriculture. They have
about 36 bighas of land. He manages all the farm activities with the help
of hired agricultural labourers and does not physically participate in culti-
vation. He has got one pharmacy in the Bishwanath Bazar in which he himself
is the salesman, lis énnual income is around Tk. 100,000 of which around
Tk, 60,000 come from abroad and the rest from agriculture. He has cons-
tructed two buildings one at Bishwanath Bazar and the other at Londonigaon
for residential purpose. In the construction of the school building he has
donated some money and is playing a supervisory role. He is also a regular
participant in the community activities. Though Mubarak Ali denies his
attachment to any particular political party, he is an active supporter of

BNP and even donates money to the party fund.



The main purpose behind his opening the pharmacy is to invest foreign
remittance for generating money. No doubt he is a competent manager, for
he pets a good profit from it., Cn *the other hand, he has become the
gupplier and prescriber of medicine in the village; he even knows how to
push an injection, Lvery village patient first comes to him, 1If the nature
»f the disease seems too complicated he takes the patient to some qualified

(¢ e H i mil

There are also other services he provides for the villagers. Though he
could not go further than his primary schooling, he has got a clear conception
about the different agpects of law and is himself a litigant. Villagers
seek his counsel in different legal matters; he is personally acquainted

with lawyers practising in the loecal and district courts,

cometimes Mubarak All stays in the Bishwanath Bazar house, alone. The
reason I could detect is that, he has some social vices, e.g., gambling,
drinking wine, etec. which he cannot do within the village so freely. Both
Fuhanmad Karim and Mobarak Ali, the two cousins, act in all the affairs of
the village as compliment to one another. And along with all other factors,

there lies their strength.

Decision Making Process

In case of any conflict in the village, attempts are usually made to
resolve it amicably through convenning a shalish. If there is any difference
of opinion among the participants of the ghalish and if the disputant
parties are not satisfied with the verdict of the shalish, normally the
matier is brought into the notice of the Union Council and finally to the
court. Generally, villagers are reluctant to take matters to a civil court

; . . . 14 - 4 .
as proceedings are exvensive and time cons ming, but the situation in

t P T . .
Jahangir, B.K., op. eik., pe 94
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Londonigaon is different. Money is not at all an important factor to be
considered here, Sixty-six per cent of the total households have one or
more members abroad to support them financially. They do not just bother

about money if any way it can be related with their family prestige. It
implies that generation of cash flow in the hands of the migrants' res-
pondents’.families has become instrumental to go straight to court which in
turn loosen the effectiveness of the shalish as an important agency of
social control. However, the intrusion of other agencies and the growing
tendency to refer disputes to the law cox‘lrtl5 and the éxtension of franchise
and the villagers' relative awareness of their political rightsl6 have
significantly diminish much of its power. But that does not in any way

mean that this traditional village organization entrusted to ensure peace
and stability and also to preserve traditional norms and values has alto-
gether logt its functional importance. It has its importance although the
authority is gquestioned time and again. Those who now-a-days question

the authority or disobey the decision of the shalish are mostly the members
of migrant respondents' families. A poor peasant mostly non-migrant neither
physical nor economic strength to disobeythe ghalish. We have already
mentioned that the decision making process is highly influenced by the back-
ground of the disputant parties. Though most of the shalish members catego-

rically uttered their impartiality in the judgement keeping themselves above

15

Nazmul Karim, A.K., op. cit., p. 24.

.
*6Islam, dminud, op. eit., p. 109.



aove their personal interest, it is, in fact not true, We shall see it in our
later discussion. Shalish is effective with all its rigor and might mostly

on poor non-migrant landless peasants., The verdict is an imperative on

them, But members are frequently divided on their Jjudgement if the dispu-
tant parties are of migrant respondents' families. And no unanimous decision
usually comes out, And even if any verdict is given, there is no enforcing

agency to execute it.

Resolution of Conflicts

Case = I: Shaheb Ali, son of a poor peasant abated a person of some
nearby village in steeling a boat. The thief was released after a good
heating, but Shaheb Ali was punished with 50 shoe-strokeg. Muhammad Karim
played a vital role in executing the punishment. These things happen only

in cases of the poor who are directly or indirectly dependent on the rich,

Case - IT: Zaman, who is known in the village as a tout, took Tk. 15000/~
from a poor villager promising to make necessary arrangements to send him
to the Middle~East. But the man neither kept his promise nor did he give
the money back within the next two years. As the poor man complained to the
shalish, the shalish ordered the tout to return the money, who even promised
to do so before the committee but just ignored the verdict. In this case
the shalish did not execute the punishment, only because the man had a very

zood relation with the matabbors (leaders). So, what these matabbors say

about justice without descrimination is not,in fact, true.

There are also other serious incidences occurred in the village which are

not even tried in the shalish. An example can be cited in this regard.



Case ~ IIT: Karim's youngest brother hafique who live in England
came to see his family on a leave of two months and was patched up in
an illicit relationship with a maid, Safia (17), who worked in their house
down to dusk., Finding her alone in a rainy day when she went to sweep his
room, Hafique violated this young maid by alluring her with Tk. 100/00.
Gradually the event became frequent and within a few days Safia becanme
pregnant, When Karim came to know about it he,with the help of his cousin
Mubarak, secretly managed to compensate Safia's father with Tk. 2,000/00
and bore all expenditure of her abortion in the Sylhet Medical College
Hoépital. He also threatened the poor man not to make any hue and cry and
keep 1t a secret. Otherwise he would have to face a grave consequence., On
the other hand, he sent his brother back to Lngland before the villagers
could come to know anything, When the matter came to light everybody whian
pered but nobody opened his mouth. The poor peasant had to remain content

with Tk. 2,000/00 and could not even arrange a shalish for justice.

Case - IV : Piara Begum (24), a housewife was married to one Akbar who
went to kngland within one month of their marriage, and never visited hig
wife again, Piara Degum had been staying in Londonigaon with her mother-in-
law, Nazibun Bibi for the last five years. She used to visit her parents once
a year., The total number of Nazibun Bibi's family staying in the village is
four, she herself, her eldest daughter-in-law Sabia (34), and her grandson

Habib (8), and Piara Begum.

Sheru Mia was a wage labourer (his social status in the family is little
more than a household goervant) of his houno,  Apart from hls farm work hae

did the daily wmarketing for this family. Onece Sabla went to mee her parents.



As the house became almost vaccant, Nazibun Bibi ordered Sheru to stay
there at night. It was reported by Sheru Mia that, at the dead of night,
Piara Begum went to Sheru Mia's room and induced him to have sex with
her. Sheru Mia, so younyg and so low in his social position became very
frightened; but anyway they had the sex. After this the event became quite
frequent, One day they were caught red-handed by Sabia. When the matter
came to light, Karim and other shalish members took it very seriously and
inflicted a heavy punishment on Sheru Mia. He was punished with hundred
dorra, his head was schaved off and he was debarred from working in the
village which was a serious blow to his economic condition. Surprisingly
there was no punishment for Piara Begum; only she was sent to her parents'
house, though it was she who took the initiative. It was not Sheru Mia
who was to be blamed. But he was seriously punished not because of the

sin he committed but only because of hig social position,

Case — V: Here we will mention a case which has not been amicably
resolved in the village. The disputant parties were Mubarak Ali and Arman
Ali; of them Mubarak himself was a member of the ghalish. Though they
were relations, the dispute arose from the construction of a boundary wall.
Arman Ali wanted to conatruct a wall rounding his boundary but Mubarak
Ali opposed it saying that as the boundary line was not marked he should
not construct any permanent wall. The matter was very delicate, and was

rought to the notice of the shalish. However, Karim and Mubarak Ali

manipulated other members on their side. As a result the verdict was in

Mubarak Ali's favour and they asked Arman Ali to stop the construction.
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Arman Ali without paying any heed to the verdict continued his congtruc-—
tion., Mubarak Ali without being violent went to the court and asked

for its interference. Ad-interim injunction was issued to maintain the
status~quo. A civil case started in the disirict court, Since both of

them are moneyed persons, they do not bother about money.



CHAPTER - VI

LIFE STYLE BEFORE AND AFTER MIGRATION

In our definition of social change, we have mentioned two aspects
of culture, e.g., material culture and non-material culture. Material
culture means all material aspects of human life; norms and values,
attitudes, folk-ways, mores etec. fall under non-material culture. To
make out a cage for social change, we must pay due attention to these
aspects. Society is ever changing - it is no new notion. But to under-
stand the nature and the process of social change we have to discover

the forces working behind it.

In this chapter, we have concentrated our attention on remittance
to see whether it has played any significant role in bringing about
noticeable changes in the cultural aspects; i.e., in the life-gtyle of

the village people and if it has, then to what extent.

To make out the course of change in their life-style we have
collected some specific information on the necessities of social life
e.2., dwelling-houses, food-habitsg, costumes, use of electricity,
drinking water, sanitation, conspicuous consumption, medical treatment
ete. It requires an indepth study of each and every family, but these
changes have taken place so rapidly that more or less accurate information
can be gathered from anybody. However, we have collected our data from

every individual household.
Wood habit
In our earlier discussion we have seen that the economic condition

of Lorndonigaon was so miserable that it was not possible for many to
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provide subsistence twice a day. But today we can see a directly

opposite picture at least in the migrant respondents' families; not only
have they enough provision for food, hut their food habits have also
changed. lor example, in every migrant family break-fast is now a regular
practice. This practice which wasg never in their past food habit before
is still absent in non-migrant families. In general, the people of the
migrant families fake rice thrice a day. In the morning they have break-
fast, at about 10 or 11 O'clock they have curry and rice cooked fresh,
then aguin rice at 4 or 5 in the afternoon and lastly at night after

ksha prayer, 1.e., before going to bed. The villagers in general take

rice three times a day, before going out for work, after coming from

work and before going to bed at night. Though the migrant families
include break-fast in their daily food habit they could not give up the
habit of taking rice in the morning. Here, I will describe my own
experinnce in Londonigaon which I think will not be irrelevant. 1 took

my food in the same house I used to stay during my field work. My first
opportunity of taking food in that house came at night. Though there were
many tables and chairs, a mat was spread out on the ground for us to sit.
I along with the Moulavi Shahib with whom I shared a room, sat together

to take our meal., The dishes in which the food was served were very
costly and no doubt were bought from Lingland, The way the food was

served seemed very ill-matched with the costly dishes. For example, there
were no spoon in the rice dish; several times Moulavi Shahib took rice with
the hand he was eating with, and there was only one glass for us to drink

' 1
water. This in Ogburn's word is 'cultural lag'.

1 — ey -
Ogburn, W.I'. Social Change with Respect to Culture and Original
Nature, B.W. Huebsch, Inc., New York, 1922,
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Costume

lNot only does money come from abroad, but whenever the migrants come
home, they bring lots of clothes and costumes for their families and
relations. The quality of these costumes bought from Ingland is very
high, One can easily differentiate between a migrant and a non-migrant
by the costumes they wear. Though the migrants are buying costly and
quality clothes for their velations, they do not know when and where to
wear them, Ior example, some go shopping wearing a sleeping suit or a
dressing gown, or coat and tie with lungi. This is because of their

cultural lag.

The most remarkable change is that all the migrant families have
enough foreign clothes and costumes which they did not have before migra-
tion and which the non-migrant families still have not. All the teen
agers of the migrant families wear shirts and trousers, whereas the elders
wear costly lungi or pyjamas and panjabi. On the other hand, those of
the non-wigrant families wear lungi, genji and shirts. I have never seen
Haris Ali get out in bare body or bare foot, but his own brother (a non-
migrant), who lives in another house with his family’ works in
the field in bare body. I have not come across any woman from any migrant
family without blouse or petticot and bare-footed, but have seen several
women of non-migrant families just wearing a saree without blouse and
petiicot. They do not even wear any sendal. Young girls belonging to
mipgrants family wear Salwar and Kamiz, but this is not the case with the
non-migrants. kven a ten year old girl wears a low-cost saree. As a
result, the village has also become divided even in respect of clothes and

costumes.
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Houging

We have already mentioned that 100 per cent migrant families spend
their remittance in constructing, repairing and renovating their dwellings.
At the time of survey it was found that %2 {47.05%) families, all belonging
to migrants, constructed DEEEEZ dwellings. Brick built walls and tin-
roofed houses were built by 30.88 per cent households of which a little
more than 16 per cent are migrants and the rest are non-migrants; 22.09
per cent households reside in kutcha5 huts. They are mostly non-migrants.
Table — 25 would reveal that there was no non-migrant family in the village

who could construct a pucca house for the purpose of dwelling,
Table = 25

Digstribution of kxisting Types of Dwelling in
Londonigaon

I

Migrant respondents Non-migrant respon-

i 7 i
£i§i2t3£e ; familiﬁs E dents' fami%ies i Total
. No. i 7o , No. | % L _No.; %
Pucca 32 47.05 - - 32 47.05
Mixed™ 11 1637 10 14.70 21 30,88
Kutcha 2 2.94 13 19,23 15 22,085
Total : 45 66,16 23 5581 6£8 100,00

d:.B;r'ick—buil‘t walls and tin-roofed houses.

for]
“Brick-built houses.

jThe walls are made of bamboo mats or mud, the roof of thatch
supported on bamboo or wooden posts, and the floor is earthen,
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In Table - 25 we have included only the main living houses like

4 ; : :
Baitak khana;  kitchen, cow-shed etec. were not included in the table. There

are seven Paitak khanas six of which are owned by the migrant families and

ouly one by a non-migrant family., Table = 25 shows thal all the 68 house-
holds of the village have their own homesteads though the types and
patterns of construction are different. There is no homeless family in
the village., The remittance has a profound impact on the house building
pattern of the village., A lot of heavy construclions were made which has
resulted in great changes in it. "The extent of change can be conceived if
we consider the condition of the houses before and after migration. Around
71.11 per cent of the total number of migrant respondents' families have
constructed new buildings on the sites of their existing structures which
were either thatched huts or tin-roofed houses. About 24.44 per cent
hougeholds constructed houses with brick-built walls and tin-roofed and
only 4.44 per cent have kutcha houses. There was no building in the
village prior to their migration. It is interegsting to note that before
migration 77.78 per cent households had thatched huts and the remaining

had tin-roofed houses.,
Table - 26

Changes Occurred in Types of Structures Among the
Migrant Respondents' Families

. . Prior to wmigration | After migration
J.ypeS Of I 1 ) ] 1] V)
No. 4 % v No, : %

structure ! , ‘ , :

Pucea - - 32 dia L),
lixed 10 20422 g 2422
Kutcha 35 T77.178 2 4.44
Tobtgla 45 100.00 45 100.00

A
'An outer house for receiving visitors.
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Electricity

We have also mentloned In our previous discusslon thal Lthe electricity
was brought to the village without any financial help from the Power
Development Board., But the bringing of electric facility to the village
does not mean that every house of Londonigaon is electrified. A little
more than 58 per cent households have got electric connections in their
individual houses. Among them 55.88 per cent are migrant and only 2,94
per cent are non-migrant families. Most of the non-migrant households
could not bring electricity to their houses owing to the paucity of nece-~
ssary fund. Twenty five per cent families from both the kinds (migrants -
2.94% and non-migrants 22.06%) still use kupi or lamps, and the rest
16,18 per cent use lanterns. Among these 10.18 per cent, 7.35 per cent

are migrants and 8.82 per cent are non-migrants.

Table - 27

Distribution of Households Using Lilectricity

{ Migrant Respon-

dents' families

Non-migrant respon-

Lighting system dentd' families

>

No. | %) No, ! % No. ! %
Flectric light 38 55.88 2 2.94 40 58.82
Kupi (lamp) 0 2.94 15 22.06 17 25.00
Lantern | 5 Ta55 6 8,82 11 16.18

Total : 45 66,18 0% 33,62 68  100.00
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One important and remarkable change in the village is noticed in
the use of electricity among the villagers. There was no electricity in
the village before its inhabitants went abroad. Before migration, 85 per
cent households vsed kupi or kerosin lamps for the purpose of lighting,
and only 20 per cent could afford lanterns. But now the situation is
dramatically changed especially among the migrant families. Though elec~
trification needs a large amount of investment, more than 84 per cent of
them now use electricity and the remaining 16 per cent use either kupi
(4.44%) or lantern (11.11%). The situation more or less remained constant
with the non-migrant families, though they constitute around 34 per cent of
the total households of Londonigaon. Only two of them could get electric

connections to their houses.

Table - 28

Changes Occurred in Using Rlectricity Among the

Migrant Respondents' Families

i oy 2 ; ; T
A Prior to their After
Lighting System : ; % o ) : i

; migration \ uigration

) No. ! [ R0, ! 9%
Klectric light - - 58 84.44
pupl (Lawmp) 18 (0 2 4.44
Lantern 9 20 5 11.711

Total i 45 100 45 100,00
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Sanitation
The information we have been able to collect on the sanitation system

of Londonigaon village shows that 63.24 per cent families have pucca

pand Lary lalring o Lhelr houseon,of whioh 0,00 poar cenl famlliows belong
1o the migrants and the rest 4.41 per cent are non-migrants. 23.53 per
cent (wigrants 7.35% and non-migrants 16.18%) have kutcha latrins fenced
with bamboo. These latrins are a real threat to public health. But the
14,23 per cent households, all belonging to the non-migrant families, have
no latrin at all. So we can see, the difference between the migrant and
non-migrant families in regard to sanitation is guite sharp. The 58.82
per cent could construct sanitary latrins only because they had remittance.
But most of the non-migrants could not change their sanitation system for

it involves a big amount of money.

Table - 29

Distribution of Existing Types of Sanitary
System in the Housenolds of the Village

Migrant Respon-— Non-migrant reg-

. i i

Satanion systemi dents'’ familiesi pondents’ familiesi Rakad
No. | % : No, ! % : No.! %

Sanitary latrin 40 58,82 3 AL 43 63,24

Kutcha latrin 5 T35 11 16.18 16 235,55

Open place - - g 13.2% 9 13.23

Total : 45 66.17 23 3%.82 68 100,00
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1f we consider the situations before and after migration the change
will be more conspicuocus. According to the report of the respondents only
6.67 per cent households among the migrant families had sanitary latrins
prior to the migration of any member of the family; T77.78 per cent had
kutcha latring and the rest 15.55 per cent had no latrin at all. They
used open places for this purpose. But now 88.89 per cent migrant families
have sanitary latrins and others have at least kutcha latrins. The change

is very significant and has a far-reaching impact on public health,

One important aspect of thege latrins is that they are not attached
to the houses, but are constructed far away from them. They have not yet
realized the importance of attached bathrooms along with latrins. Most of

Lhem, both moles and femalen, une ponds for bathing and wanhing.,

Table - %0

Changes Occurred in the ''ypes of Sanitary System
among the Migrant Respondent Iramilies

Before Migration After Migration

Sanitary System No. : % No, : o
Sanitary latrin 2 6,67 40 88, 89
Kuotcha latrin 35 178 5 B [
Upen places 7 15.95 = -

Total : 45 100,00 45 100,00
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Drinking Water

At the time of survey it was found that only 29.41 per cent i.e,, 20
families both from the migrant and non-migrant categories (27.94% and
1.47% respectively) use tubewell water for the purpose of drinking while
more than 70 per cent households (migrant 38,24% ) and non-migrant (52.35%)
still rely on ponds (67.654%) and ringwells (2.94%) for the same purpose.
Almost every family owns a pond either individually or Jjointly. It is
surprising that only 42.22 per cent migrant respondent families are using

tubewell water while the majority (57.71%) are still drinking surface water.

Table - 31

Lristribution of llouseholds Using Different
sources of Drinking Water in Londonigaon

Migrant Hespon-— Non-migrant resp-

1 ] 1
Sources ! dentg' Families | ondent's Families fotal

: No., | % Ko ! S 1 No ] %

L . 1 / | - 1 / | L L L
MTabewell 19 2795 ) 2..47 20 29.41
ltingwell - - 2 2.94 2 2.94
Pond 26 38,24 20 29.41 46 67.64
e o 45 66,18 2% 38,82 68 100,00

But the situation was absolutlely different before people migrated from
the village. At that time there was no tubewell in the village; therefore,
the question of using tubewell water did not arise at all. Everyone depended
on surface water: 99.55 per cent used pukur or pond and 4.45 per cent used

ringwell.



137

Table - 32

Changes Occurred in the Use of Urinking Water Among
the Mipgrant Respondent l'amilies

Refore Migration After Migration

sources

Nov., G No., | i
Tubewell - - 19 42,22
Ringwell 2 4,45 - =
Pond 4% 95459 26 57.78
Potal 3 45 100,00 45 100.00

The importance of pure drinking water is gradually being felt among
the migrants' families. Bspecially when a migrant visits his village home
he shows his complete reluctance to drink pond or ringwell water as it is
not so pure. But surprisingly there are families who do not think pure
drinking water indispansible and still they are the majority. The house
where I stayed used pond water, I!However, the overall condition is changing
among Lhe wmigrante' famillens owlng to Lhelr Mrequent inleranction wilh Lhe

migrants.

Use of llectronic Articles

There is a popular belief that one of the important items to purchase
with foreign remittance is electronic goods either from abroad or from the
local market., To emperically verify this belief, we have investigated,

among the members of the migrant families the possession of electronic goods.
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Among the non-migrant respondent families only two households have wrist-
watches, one household has a table clock and another household has a table

fan.

On the other hand, 40 (88.89%) households from the former category
possess wrist-watches, 30 (66.6T4) have table clocks, 35 (77.78%) have
radios, and 42 (93.3%%)) have tape recorders. Twelve (26.6T%) and 10 (22.22%)
households possess cameras and televisions respectively. One household has
a V.C.R. (Video Cassette Recorder) while eight (17.784%) have refregerators.
Thirty (66.67%4) and 20 (44.44%) families' use table and ceiling fans res-—

pectively.

The information presented in Table - 33 very well proves that only
those people of Londonigaon can afford costly electronic itewns, whose family
moewbarg have mbgrated and who get foreign remittance. 7The migrants either
bring these things from abroad or send money to buy them from the local
market. The more they are using costly electronic goods the more its impact

is becoming significant in their lives.

Furniture

At the time of survey the furniture used by the respondents was mostly
made of wood. But a sharp difference is prominent between the migrant
respondent and the non-migrant respondent families regarding the use of
furniture. Chairs, tables, khats (beds), chowkis (very plain bed:s made of
wood and without any mosquito stands), moras (tools made of cane), piris

low tools made of wood dressing tables, showcases, steel almiras etc. are
¥ 3, ¥ 1
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Table - 33

Distribution of [lectronic Articles Among the Migrant
Respondent Pamilies in Londonigaon

Tlectronic Articles i Number 5 Per cent
| !
Wrist watch 40 88,89
Table clock 30 66,67
Radio 35 il 18
Tape recorder 42 93.33
Camera 12 2B BT
Television 10 22,22
Refregerator 8 17:78
VaiCalty 1 ARl
Table fan 30 66.67
Ceiling fan 20 44,44

mostly used by the migrant respondent families, while the furniture of the
non=iigrant familics iu conflined only to chailrse (U.H%%), tableo (?.94%),
chowkis (1%.21%), piris (33.32) and moras (11.76%). There are no khat,

dressing table, showcase or steel almira among them.

Lut the situation before the members of some families migrated to
foreign countries was completely different. The condition of all the
families was almost the same. We have asked our respondents to identify the
furniture purchased before and after migration. The statistics have been

given in Table - 35.



Distribution of the Murniture Among the Hespondents

Table -

of Londonigaon Village

Ttems

Migrant Htespond-

Non-migrant Respond-

i ]

% cnt's Families E ents' Pamilies

o Ne, Y : No. | %
Chair 45 66,18 4 5.88
Table 40 58,62 2 2.94
Khat 25 36.76 -~ -
Chowki 15 66.18 9 13 25
Pixd 43 63.23 23 5382
Mora 45 66,18 8 1176
Dressing table 20 29.41 - -
Showcage 27 30,88 - -
Cteel Almira 16 25.5% - -

140

Table -

b

Changes Occurred in the Use of Purniture Among the
Migrant Rlespondents' lMamilies

¥ i Prior to Migration ! After Migration

ISigIE : o, | % : No. | T

Chair 8 17.78 45 100,00
Table 6 1.5 . %% A0 88,89
Khat - - 25 554 55
Chowki 10 22422 45 100,00
Piri 45 100. 00 45 100.00
Mora 20 AL 44 45 100,00
Dressing table - - 20 44, 44
Chowcase - - 2% 46,76
Steel Almica - - 16 5,55
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In the migrant respondent families items like dressing tables
(44.44%), showcases (46.6Tw), steel almiras (35.554) and khats (55.55%)
were not included in the list of their furniture prior to migration., Some
of them had a few chairs, tables, chowkis, piris and moras. Now the
situation has significantly changed. Not only has the number of the old
{Lomn tncroaoed, wany new and very coutly Llems have wlwo buen included 1n

their furniture.

Medical Treatment

The information collected on the system of treating patients in case
of illness shows that three kinds of medical treatments are in practice
among the people of Londonigaon village, e.g., Allopathy, Homeopathy and
Ayurvedic.

Table - 36

Distribution of Households Adopting Different Kinds
of Medical Treatment

T Migrant Res a4 lon—mi@r: 5— |

el arlE

: No. | o ! No. : % ' No. ! %
£1llopathic 43 63.23 11 16.18 %4 79.41
Homeopathy %6 52.94 174 25.00 b5 T{:94
Ayurvedic 28 41.18 25 36,76 53 11.94

Allopathy

In every sphere of life the change in the economic condition of the

migrant respondent families is reflected. At present about 79.41 per cent



142

inhabitants of Londonigaon go for allopathic medicines prescribed by
qualificd gradunte doctoro.  Of Lhem (%.2% por cont are migrant families
while only 16.18 per cent are non-migrant families. But the situation was
not always like it is today. It is revealed from Table - 37 that prior

to migration only 6.67 per cent households relied on allopalhic treatment.
Most of the people, i.e., 71 per cent primarily relied on Ayurbedic treat-
ment, S0 we can see more and more families belonging to migrant are going
for allopathic medicine because the change in their pecuniary condition

has enabled them to undertake a much costlier treatment.

Table - 37

Changing Attitude of the Migrant Hespondents'
Families in Treating their Illness

Medical Prior to Migration After Migration

i

Treatment o, i Yo E Mo, ' Y
Allopathy 3 6.67 4% 63.2%
Homeopathy 8 17.78 36 52.94
Ayurvedic 52 T8 28 g 41.18

Homeopathy and Ayurvedic

About 77.94 per cent households from both migrant (52.94%) and non-—
migrant (28)) families go for homeopathic treatment. One thing is noti-
ceable here that most of the wigrant respondents' families depend on allopathy

when most of the non-migrant respondent families depend on homeopathy. The
reason is no doubt economic. The allopathic treatment is so costly that the
poor cannot afford it. There are Ayurbeds in the village, and about 77.94%

hougeholds from both the categories go for ayurvedic treatment.



CHAPTER - VII

CHANGING CLASS STRUCTURE

In this chapter we shall consider how the inflow of remittance, which

began primarily in the decade of 1940s, created social mobility and

affected the existing class-structure in the village.

The concept "social class" is as old as human civilization. Society
had always been stratified and divided into wajor classes., Of course, the
stratifications were not as complex and as heterogeneous as they are today,
HHowever, different scholars used the concept in different ways but failed to
resch an unanimous definition of the concept "class". Plato, the greatest
of all the Greek philosophers made classes the basis of his 'ideal state’
in lepublic. He observed that 'there are always in them (cities), two

. . ‘ . , e (UEL
parties at war with each other, the poor and the rich (The Hepublic).
American sociologist Maclver was of the opinion that communities are stra-—
tified in various ways ... But the principal type of stratification ....

: ; 2 . ; -

is seen in the phenomenon of class. I'or Max Weber, class 1s an analytical
term which identifies individuals who have similar 'life chances' in the
opportunities for gaining income; market assets include skill as well as
property. He gees the major historical class struggle as being between

creditors and debtors, with the conflict under capitalism between employers

L. : i i : , ; ; ;
Nazmul Karim, A.€. Samaj Bigyan Shamikkhan, Nowroz Kitabistan,
Thakas 19925 B Ta

0 -
“MacIver, R.M., & Charles !I. Page. Society - An Introductory Analysis,
London, Maciillan, 1962, p. 348.
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and workers as merely a special case.” Max Weber's definition of class

is egsentially economic. But when MacIver defines the concept he lays more
emphasis on gocial status. According to him the various occupations make
up vertical divisions of the community, whereas the divisions that reflect
the principle of social class are the horizontal strata, always a wraded
order. Wherever social intercourse is limited by considerations of status,
by distinctions between 'higher' and 'lower', there social class exists.

"a social class', then 'is any portion of a community marked off from the

4

rest by social status.

The greatest contribution of the Marxist Leninist theory is that it
: 5
has managed to solve this complex problem, Although Marx's voluminous
writings do not contain a coherent exposition of that theory i.e., the
theory of social classes, they contain, instead, many scaltered fragments
.6 -

on the topic. However, Marx cannot be altogether accused of not defining
the concept which had a profound influence on modern social thought, He
in fact made the concept crystal clear to us when he posed a guestion in
one of his unfinished writings - what constitutes a class? And the reply

to this follows naturally from the reply to ancther question: What makes

wage—labourers, capitalists and landlords constitute the three great social

jBullook, Alan & Oliver Stallybrass (ed.). The Fontana Dictionary of
Modern Thought, Fontana Books, London, 1977, p. 104.

A
Loy

Maclver, R.M., Charles ll. Page, Op. cit., p. 348.

5th of Gialectical and Historical Materialism, Progress Publishers,
Mogcow, 1976, p. 299.

6., : . . . : ’

Bendix, Reinhard & Seymour Martin Lipse (ed.). Class Status & Power,
Social Stratification in Comparative Perspective, Noutledge & Kegan Paul
Lid,, Lotdon, 19bly; Ds O
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classes’?7 Now it is no longer difficult to answer these questions because
it is the ownership and the non-ownership of means of production which
divides hitherto existing societies into two major classes i.e., freeman
and slave, patrician and plebeian, lord and serf, guild-master and journey

) 8 . :
man, in a word oppressor and oppressed. Merefore, a social class in
Marx's term is any aggregale of persons who perform the same function in

. ) 9 :

the organization of production. But, the most comprehensive,profound and
complete definition of classes in Marxist theory was given by Lenin in
his work "I'he Great Beginning": classes are large groups of people
differing from each other by the place they occupy in a historically
determined system of social productioh, by their relation (in most cases
fived or formulated in law) to the meauns of production, by their role in
the social organization of labour, and, consequently, by the dimensions
of the share of social wealth of which they dispose and the mode of

. ae  am O : o . , -
acquiring it. Thus, according to Marx, a social class is constituted by
the functions its members perform in the organization of production. The
organization of production no doubt playsa determinant role in providing
necescary but not a sufficient basis for the existence of social classes.
Marx put forward a few other variables such as repeated conflicts over

coonomic rewards between the classes, ready communication of ideas between

TUnfinished Chapter from Capital: A Critique of Politicel kconomy,
Vol. 1II, Moscow: Woreign Languages lublishing House, 1962, pp. 862-863.

{.
ﬁwarx, Karl & Prederick knpels. Manifesto of the Communigt Party,
Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1971, p. J2.

Q

)ﬂendix, Reinhard & Seymour Martin Lipset. Op. cit., p. 7.

10 - h
Lenin, V.I. Collected Works, Vol. 29, p. 421.
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members of a class, the growth of class—consciousness, and the growing
i‘.a ¥ =

dissatisfaction with exploitation for the emergence of social classes.

In the light of above discussion, we shall now examine the existing
class-structure of Londonigaon to assess the effects of remittance 1in
the organization of production. There is no denying that the huge inflow
of remnittance has been directly influencing the existing production process.
As a result, the village is broadly divided into two major categories, i.e.,

' families with an effective control of the principal means of

migrants
production, land, on the one hand, and the non-wmigrant families with

no control over the means of production, on the other.
I ’

PTherefore, on the basis of the ownership and the non-ownership of the
means of production, we find the existence of two broad classes in Londo-
niguon. Ul coucse Lhege bwo cloamses occupy dl0Cerent posilions and perform
different functions in the process of production., No doubt, positions and
functions in the organization of production have provided necessary basis,
but it is to be seen whether these divisions fulfil other prerequisites as
proposed by Karl Marx to form classes. Class-consciousness, in a broad sense,
according to Bottomore, may be regarded as one form of the 'consciousness
of kind' which develops in all enduring social groups. But in Marx's usage,
class—conscioﬁsness involves the gradual formation of distinctive ideologies

and political organizations which have as their object the promotion of

=)
&

particular class interests in a general conflict between classes.

il
Bendix, Heinhard & Seymour Martin Lipset (gd. Jo Op. oife, D B
12 o : Lo . . ;
Bottomore, T.B. Class in Modern Society, George Allen & Unwin Ltd.,
London, 1965,
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No such conscicusness has yet been manifested by the landless agricul-
tural peasants in Londonigaon. The reason may be that: many of them are
interested to go abroad, which, without the help of the migrant families
is not possible, As a result, the polarisation is not very sharp. Further-
more, if a labourer poes abroad or manages to send any of his kin he no
longer remains a landless labourer because we have seen in Table - 18 that
9] per cent migrant families invested remittance on land. For all these
reasons, there is no communication of ideas between members of a class,
and no sense ol dissatisfaction of being exploited. So, according to Marx,
they cannot form a class; way be, they are class 'in itself'. Because
Marx observed: in so far as there is merely a local inter-connection among
the small-holding peasants, and the identity of their interests begets no
community, no national bond, and no political organization among them, they
do not form a class (writing about the peasantry in the Eighteenth Brumaire
of Louia Bonaparte ).15 On the other hand, minute consolidation of
consciousness has been taking pluce among the migrant families who have a
long ranging tradition of migration. They are gradually consolidating their
position not only in the organization of production alone, but also in all
other aspects of village live. Here we can refer the village shalish its
composition and decision making process. Marx himuself recognized that the
growth of corporate class-consciousness does not take place automatically
or according to any definite life-schedule; noticing the absence of corporate

feeling in large sections of the FKuropean working clags of his day, he

1ijid., pp. 64-65.
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explained this lack by attributing it to the first 'stage' of working class
development, when the economic conditions are appropriate, to be sure, to
the existence of a class, but when its members do not as yet rid themselves
of comparative attitudes. The stage, that of the class 'in itself' is
followed in the course of historical growth, and especially with the ald of
history's instrument, the Marxists themselves - by the stage of the class

i for itself', marked by society, common interest, and most importantly, bf

14

converted 'class action'.

Though some sort of class-—consciousness is noticed among the migrant
families, it is still in its embryonic stage. The members of this clasg yet
to get rid of their competitive attitude smong themselves. However, the
overall situation of the village gives this impression that, the coming
years will complete the process of consolidation of migrant families as a

class through fulfilling all the prerequisites as proposed by Marx.

Gocial Mobility

Social mobility is an important factor in assessing the impact of
remittance in the village. Ime to the huge inflow of forelgn money one's
position in the organization of production iz changing quickly. For exaumple,
a landless labourer's position is nol static. Because if he goes abroad or
manages to send any of his kins, he no longer remains a landless labourer.
He buys land, and we have already stated that land ownership to a great

extent determines the social stratification and leadership pattern in the

14

Maclver, R.4., Charles I, l'age. Op. cit., pp. 361~-362,
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village. On the busis of land holding we have already divided the village
into four broad categories, such as, landless, near landless, subsistence
level farm Tamilies and surplus faruers. Again these categories also do

not remain static due 1o the accumulatiocn of land by the respective category.
It means, within a few years a person belonging to near landless group may
change his position and hecome a subsistence level farimer and gradually

take part in the village affairs, that means, the village is experiencing

vertical mobility.



CHAPTER — VIII

THE CONDITION OF WOMEN IN LONDONIGACN

The social condition of the migrants' wives staying in the village
is really deplorable. In most of the cases, they are to stay far away
from their husbands for the major part of lheir lives. At the time of
survey it has been found that there are in total 94 male migravts from
the village, Amongz them 66 persons were married, and only 20 of thenm
took their wives to England to stay with them. Seven of these 20 persons
have two wives each, and have left one wife in the village to take care of
the household and other properties. One migrant have three wives staying in
Londonigaon, Therefore, total number of the migrants' wives staying in the
village ia 95. Moot of Lhose migrants took their wives to kngland in the
later part of the British rule or in the early part of the Pakistani period.

liow all of them are British citizens.

We wanted to know the reasons why the wives were not taken along with
their husbands. The respondents (in most of the cases the male members of

the families) identified a few practical problems. PThese are as follows:

i) problem in getling entry permission;
ii) huge expenditure involved;

i) if a migrant takes his wife he cannot remit

sufficient amount of money to his village home;
iv) for rearing the children;

v) to take care of husband's old parents.
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We have earlier mentioned that it is really difficult to secure a
British visa from the Immigration Office. Rven the legal immigrants who
want to take their wives cannot accomplish the process smoothly because
of its intricate procedure. Again, in our society son is considered as
a symbol of geecurity. It is almost obligatory for the son to take care
of the o0ld parents. Sometimes he performs his duty through leaving his
wive to take care of and by sending money to them. To get first hand
information we also directly interviewed some of the female members to
know their views. All of them are interested to go abroad to join their
immigrant husbands. However, they have also acknowledged that the above

mentioned problems prevented them from fullfilling their desire.

Case Study =1

Teraban Bibl : Teraban Bibl was married and came to Londonigaon about

25 years ago. Good-looking Teraban Bibi with a little educational back-
ground claimed herself to be coming of g good fémily_Her poor parents,
thinking of the happiness of their daughter married her to a 'Londoni‘.l
She has two daupghters and a son. The eldegst daughter was married to sgome
other village. Though her husband could not attend his daughter's marriage,
he bore all the expenditure of the wedding and that was a very ostentatious
ceremony. The second daughter is 1% years and the son is 7 years old.
Teraban Bibi's husband used to live in Ingland and he went back to England

just after three months of their marriage. At that time she was pregnant

and was blessed with a duughter Lo her husband's absence.  Ulnce Lhen Lor

1 < EEs i
Those who go to London are known as 'Londoni' in Sylhet.



152

Teraban bibi's husband has visited her thrice. Last time he vigsited
her around six years ago. 'The reasons she put forward for not going with
her husband is like this:at the time of her marriage her husband's parents
were alive, and she could not go leaving them alone. After seven years
her Falhicr=to=law diced, aod bier mobther-in=law dled only four ywarn ago,

Bul now her second daughter is grown up, she has lo be got married. Leand
and other properties that has been bought have to be looked after. Besides,
her husband will retire within a few years and wishes to come back to his
own country. So it is no use going her abroad now, though she would have
loved to go to Snpland just after her marriage., "I have passed my days in
waiting", she said, "and shall ensure that my davghters should not have

the same fate. One can enjoy aflfluence if he has peace in mind, How can

a wife get peace living far away fromwm her husband and not seeing or meeting
him for years together?" She will now try to send her son to #ngland to
take his father's place who will afterwards take the responsibility of his

parents.

Case Study = I1

Amena Begum: Amena Begum, the only child of her parents, was born in
some other village. Her father, a man almost like a darbesh, was not very
attentive Lo hig family. Her mother worked hurd to carn the living and
naturally Amena Begum was not in peace and happiness in her father's place.
I'rom her very childhood, che could feel her mother's agony very much.
However, her mother had not had to endure such agony any longer, and she
died. After Amena's mother's death, her father lost all attraction for

home, and she became almost a burden on him. Fortunately, she was rescued
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by one of her distantly related uncle who brought her up. At the age of
17 she was married and came to Loudonigaon to her husband's place., Within
one year of her marriage a daughter was born to her; before the birth of
her second daughter, when she was in the advanced stage of her pregnancy,
her husband went to England and died there within three years of his
departure. Again began Amena's unhappiness. With great difficulty she
had been living in her late husband's house, but economic constraint and
the future of her daughters almost obliged her to marry another Londoni
who had two more wives living in a gseparate house. Amena Begum still lives
in her lote husband's house, though all her and her daughters' expenditure
is borne by her present husband. 'This man has been living in England for
a long time., e came to his country in 1978, married Amena Begum, stayed
only for three months with her and then went back to England. This is the

tragedy of Amena Bepum who could never pet peace throughout her life,

Case Study = ITI

Falbanu: Sixteen ycars old, very beautiful Fulbanu is married to
such a person who had married four times before, and had divorced all the
four wives only because he could not be fathered by any of them. But this
man is known in the village as an impotent one, Fulbanu married him three
years azo but has not borne any child yet. After her marriage, her husband
lived one year with her and then left for Bngland. She lives with her
mother-in-law, her sister-in-law and her two children. Her sister-in-law
iz the main authority over houschold affairs. We could know from Fulbanu
that her father, an inhabitant of Londonigaon, was a very poor day labourer
and married her daughter to such a man only in exchange of money. It is

believed that he got T, 10,000 from his son-in-law by this marriage.



Case Dtudy - IV

Suktara Bibi: The fate of Suktara Bibi seems to be more fortunate

than that of the other migrants' wives, because her husband is trying to
take her to Fngland along with their two sons. When she was married around
Y years back, she was only 16, Now her husband's parents are dead, and
her brother-in-lsw has married. So she can easily bestow the responsibility
of the household on the couple and pgo to live with her husband. Her husband
also has sent all the papers necessary for the arrangement, but the British
High Commission at Dhaka would not allow her two minor sons to accompany
her. Suktara Bibi too would not go leaving her sons alone here. For
around two years she and her husband have been trying to get the visa from
the British High Commission at Dhaka and the Immigration Office in England,
but in vain. Suktara Bibi's husband used to visit her every two or three

alternate years and stays about 5/6 months with her.

If we observe the whole process very meticulously one thing becomes
clear that the migrants in general are unmarried when they first migrate to
gome foreign countries. There they consolidate their economic and other
conditions and then come back to the country to marry. Due to their stay
abroad they generally think themnselves far more superior to their other
fellow members of the villuge and even to the other members of the family.
50, when they think of marrying they want lo get educated,beautiful girls
of good families, though in most of the cases they themselves are not bestowed
with these virtues. Naturally, they do not get this kind of girls from
economically solvent families, and turn their attention to the literate,
beautiful giris from poor butl gzood families. And now—a-days the economic
condition of the poor people has deteriorated to such an extent that in many

cases parents are obliged to give their daughters to these persons.
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The Reasong for Bringing Brides
from Qutside the Village

In Londonigaon most of the migrants' wives are more or less good-
looking. Some of them are literate and have a comparatively better family
back ground than that of their husbands. Out of the total 75 wives of the
migrants 50 have been brought from outside, and the rest are from the village.
We wanted to know from our respondents the. causes for bringing brides from

m

oulside., 'The main causes they pointed out have been presented in the

following table.
Table - 50

Distribution of Reasons for Bringing
Brides from Outside the Village

Reasons No., Yo
tood=looking 50 100
liducated " 12 24
Better family background 48 96
To extend family relationship 14 28

It is revealed from the above table that 100 per cent migrants who
brought brides from outside the village, brought them only because they
were beautiful., Forty-eight (96%) paid much attention to the lineage or

Bangzsho of the bride. These persons have tendency to project their afflu-
ence by showing that they are competent enough to get married to those women

of the recognized families with high lineage or Uchcha Bangsho. Tt is

possible for them only because either as a migrant or as a prospective
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migrant they have better value as bridegrooms in the society. 'l'welve
households (24%) paid attention to the education of the bride and 14 (28%)

brousht brides from outside to extend the network of soeial relationshi
o

through matrimonial connection,

Changing Hole of Women

With the significant {mprovement of their economic condition women's
role in the houschold activities is gradually changing. As a result, works
performed by the migrants' wives are also becoming different from the works
performed by the non-migrants' wives who do almost all the household works

themselves., Table — 51 shows the change.

With Lhe change of their economic condition, housewives of the migrant
families have also changed their pattern of the household work, Now in most

of the cagses, the heavy and ftroublesceme jobs axe done by the wage labourers,

o I T
e g L

.y only supervige thelr work, JMor exswple, only eigut (17.784)

hounewives now coneh apicos, awaep the honoe, Foteh wotar from pond, and

preserve the seeds, and the rest 57 (82,.22%) are done by wage latourers.
Similarly, only two housewiven (4,440} clean the cowshed, and fcur (8.89%)
husk paddy, while the labourers do the rest 43 (95.96%) and 41 (91.11%)
respectively. Again, there are some works which about half of the house-
wives still do, e.g., 21 (46.67%) of them still wash clothes and 20 (44.4&%)
wash dishes. Forty (88.8%) housewives maoke and fold up beds, prepare '
breakfast and tea; in five (11.11%) households these are done by the wage-

labourers, But jobs like cooking and serving food are still done by all

the housewives., As most of the heavy and time-consuming works are done by



Table - 51

shanging Role of Women in Performing Household Activity

Work Performed %E}iiiiZ;si o ; la%ifiers i a4
Make and fold up beds 40 85,89 5 1331
Prepare breszkfast 40 88,89 5 B O 1
Dinh warhing 20 A4.44 20 55«56
Fetch water from pond B 1798 37 B2.22
Crushing spices 8 Li. 18 31 82.22
Cooking 4% 100,00 e -
Sweeping the whole house 8 V.18 57 82.22
Cleaning the cow-shed 2 4.44 4> 95.59
Cloth washing 21 46,67 24 93553
Serving food 45 100,00 - -
Sewing 18 A0, 00 = =
Husking paddy 4 8 BY 41.00 91.11
Preservation of seeds 8 7. 78 37 B2.22 ‘
Prepare tea A0 88,84 5 13,211
Lmbroidery 4 8.89 - -

the wage labourers, the housewives get enough leisure time to concentrate
on other things like sewing, embroidery etc. About 18 (40%) and four
(8.89&) hounsewives now sew and embroider clothes respectively.

Prom the above discussion it is clear that the role of women are

changing from a working position to supervisors.

-
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LUSION

In contemporary world all countrieg, whether rich or poor, are
dependent on each other. Rich countries have resources but not enough
man power to utilize them. On the other hand, poor and underdeveloped
countries have surplus manpower but not enough resources and technologies
to make use of them. Because of Lhig, rich countries welcome manpower
import for their socio-economic reconstruction, while poor countries export
manpower with the hope that it would help them to earn some foreign exchange
which would be uged again in their economic development. In between the
export and the import there are some obgtacles standing on the way of
completing the process of migration, The field level investigation

revealed that kinghip-tie signilicantly helped to overcome these obstacles.

Intensive investigation was made to find out the actual causes of
migration especially from the district of Sylhet. The study reveals that
the history of internal migration, existence of haors and nevigable rivers,
land tenure system, and the existence of ship-building industry in Sylhet
helped to develon a sea-faring tradition among the people of this region.
Some of the ses-~men setltled in Inglana after deserting the ships and

established a chain of migration.

llowever, in regards to Londonigaon large-scale emigration has been
crealing an acuble phortamge of manpower in the village. Morveover, mogt of
the male members of the migrant families staying in the village do not
physically participate in the agricultural producticon, thereby aggravating

the existing labour crisis, As a result, the rising demand of agricultural
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as well ag household labourern makes their wages high enough to attract
outsiders, not only from neignbouring villages, but also from other
districts of the country; for example, in Londonigaon an agricultural
labourer gets Tk. 40 to 50 with two meals a day, aud a household sexrvant
gets Tk. 200 to 300 monthly with his all other necessities. Mogt of the
household servants employed by the migrant respondent families and the
agricullural labourers have come from oulside Sylhet. lkven in Bishwanath
Bazar, the number of immigrant labourers is guite high. They are day~-
labourers, rickshaw pullers, small traders, hotel waiters etc. These
neople usually do not bring their fazmilies with them, but keep them at

their village homes, and waintain them with the income they earn here.

rom the above observations it can be safely sald that international

migration leads to internal migration,

Again, the inflow of foreign money has generated surplus cash in
the hands of wigrant respondents' families after meeting up their basic
needs properly. 'This surplus has enabled then to indulge in conspicuous
consumption. As a result, amount of investment of foreign remittance in
trade and commerce is very small, acnd in industrizl sector it is nil, Only
1% per cent migrant respondents' families have reported that they have
invested some amount of money in currency business and in constructing
ghops in the Bishwanath Bazar, The commercial purpose behind constructing
shops in the market 1s nothing but to ensure the security of capital. In
this business the capital is highly secured, while no complicated technology

or no prior experience is required. Day by day more and more people are
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becoming interested in this business; and construction of markets and
guper-markets even in the district town is becoming very popular, If
proper opportunities can be created and security of cépital is ensured
people would definitely invest more money in productive than in unpro-
ductive sectors. Therefore, effort should be made to formulate an appro-

priate policy for the proper utilization of foreign remittance.

Besides, the influence of foreign remittance on the village power
structure is also very prominent, It has not only increased one's spending
ability, but also helped one to acquire land which is the principal means
of production in our society. Moreover by controlling this principal means
of production one has been able to establish his effective control over
the village power structure. On this basisg, the village is stratified into
two broad categories, e.g., migrant respondents' families with effective
control over the principal means of production i.e., land, and on the other
hand, non-migrant respondents' families, most of whom are non-owners of the
meang of production. They perform different functions in the organization
of production., Even in their life style the difference between these two

categories is very sharp. The village is also experiencing vertical mobility.

The condition of the migrants' wives staying in the village is really
miserable. In most of the cases they have married the migrants knowing
very well that they would have to stay far away from their husbands for )
the major part of their conjugal life. They are to perform the functions
of rearing children and looking after household affairé thereby changing

their role in the household affairs from working women to supervisors.
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