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ABSTRACT 

This study deals with the effects of remittance on the social 

structure of a village in Bangladesh. 'l'he study has been designed in nine 

chapters, along with a chapter making detailed descriptions on different 

theoretical propositions regarding migration. It hae also investigated 

the causes, process and the time of migration, and has revealed that the 

kinship-tie helped to overcome the intervening obstacles between the place 

of origin and that of destination to complete the process of migration. 

The remittance in fact pulled the migrant families from the arena of 

extreme poverty to affluence within a shortest possible time but failed 

to generate significant produ_cti ve activities for the overall improvement 

of the village economy. The inflow of remittance has directly influenced 

the existing organization of production and brought about changes in one's 

position in it. It has also brought changes in the life style of the migrant 

families. Vertical mobility is also taking place in the village and the 

persons with remittance have already established their effective control 

over the power structure of the village. 

The condition of the worrien having migrant husbands but staying in the 

village is really precarious. Many of them have married knowing that they 

may have to remain away from their. husbands for the major part of their 

conjugal life. They are to perform the functions of rearing the children 

and looking after the household affairs, thereby cha.nging their role in the 

household from working women to supervisors. 
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7 

Everett Lee has defined migration as 11a permanent or semi.-permanent 

change of residence. No restriction is placed upon the distance of the move 

or upon the voluntary or involuntary nature of the act, and no distinction 

is made between external and internal migration 11
•
8 

M.S.A. Rao has defined

migration as 11a shift in the place of residence for some length of time. 

While it excludes short visits and tours, it includes different tnes of 

9 both voluntary and involuntary movements 11 • Ralph Thomlinson sees a migrant

as a person who 11 changes his place of normal habitation for a substantial 

period of time, crossing a political boundary in the process". 
10

Thus, according to Max Lacroix, "no objective natural criterion exists 

on the basis of which migrants distinguish themselves from travellers, ••• 

(and) one should not expect to arrive at a unique criterion or definition of 

. t• II 11 m1gra ion. For the purpose of our study we shall use the term 'migrants' 

for those who are going to work outside Bangladesh leaving behind their 

families at home, and return to them after some months or years of earnings 

and saving (or remitting). Wayne A. Cornelius termed this tne of migrants 

I t  • t I 
12as emporary migran s. 

8 Lee, Everett S. Demography, 3, 1966, 47-57. Reprinted in Population 
Geography: A Reader - Demko, George J., Harold M. Rose, and George A. Schnell -
McGraw-Hill Book Company, New York, 1970: 288-306. 

9Rao, M.S.A. "Some Aspects of Sociology of Migration". Sociological
Bulletin, The Journal of the Indian Sociological Society, Vol. 30, No. I, 
1981, p. 21. 

lOThomlinson, Ralph. Population Dynamics, Random House, New York, 1965.
1\acroix, Max. "Problems of Collection and Comparison of Migration

Statistics", in Milbank Memorial }und, 1949, pp. 71-105. 
12cornelius, Wayne A. "Migration to the United States: The View from

Nexican Rural Communities" in Development Digest, Vol. XVII, No. 4, 1979. 
















































































































































































































































































































































